
MARATHON COUNTY FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 
   AGENDA 
 

 
 
Date and Time of Meeting: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 at 1:00pm 
Meeting Location: Conference Room #5, 212 River Drive, Wausau WI 54403 

 
MEMBERS:  Rick Seefeldt (Chairman), Tom Rosenberg (Vice-Chairman), Jean Maszk 

 
Marathon County Mission Statement:   Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and 
providing county, regional, and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners 
provides services and creates opportunities that make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, 
work, visit, and do business. 

 

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Mission Statement:  Adaptively manage our park and forest lands for 
natural resource sustainability while providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making Marathon 
County the preferred place to live, work, and play. 

     
The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call 
into the telephone conference beginning ten (10) minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the following 
number:  Phone Number: 1-408-418-9388  Access Code: 2488 071 8520. Please Note: If you are prompted to provide 
an “Attendee Identification Number” enter the # sign. No other number is required to participate in the telephone 
conference. When you enter the telephone conference, PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE! 

 
Agenda Items: 
 

1. Call to Order 
   

2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) (Any person who wishes to address the County Board, or one of its committees, 
during the “Public Comment” portion of meetings, must provide his or her name, address, and the topic he or she wishes to 
present to the Marathon County Clerk or chair of the committee, no later than five minutes before the start of the meeting.) 

 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Tuesday, October 3, 2023 Committee Meeting 

 
4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination 
  A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee 
   1. 2024 Forestry/Recreation Committee Meeting Dates – January 4 Meeting 
 
5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution: 

   A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee   
       1. Consider Timber Sale Extensions for Contracts Expiring December 31, 2023 

   2. Consider Timber Bids and Award Contracts 
   3. Consider Entering Into a Partition Fence Line Agreement with Wayne and Scott Hoffman 
                                                  

B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource    
Committee for its Consideration - None  

     
6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by 

Environmental Resources Committee  
     A.  Review and Consider Entering Into an Agreement with DNR on the Lake States Forest   
   Management Bat Habitat Conservation Plan 
 
 
 



 
      
 7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  

A. Wisconsin County Forests Association Special License Plate Project 
B. Wisconsin County Forests Association Board of Directors Resolutions 
C. Department of Natural Resources Liaison Report – Jeff Sorenson 
D. Misconduct of the Governor’s Snowmobile Recreation Council 

 
8. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 at 1:00pm at 212 River Dr.,  

   Wausau, WI 54403, Room 5 or via Webex 
A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 
B. Future Agenda Items: Review and Consider Approving the 2024 Wildlife Work Plan, Review and 

Consider Approving the 2024 County Forest Work Plan, Application for County Forest Acreage 
Payment, County Fish and Game Projects Resolution, Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
Amendments  

 
9. Adjournment   

 
                                                                 

 
 
         SIGNED  /s/ Thomas Lovlien 
                                                                                                        PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANY PERSON PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS MEETING WHO NEEDS SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION IN 
ORDER TO PARTICIPATE SHOULD CALL THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 261-1500 OR E-MAIL 
COUNTYCLERK@CO.MARATHON.WI.US ONE BUSINESS DAY BEFORE THE MEETING. 
   
                                                       NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:  
EMAILED/FAXED TO:Daily Herald and other News Media Groups By:  ________________________________ 
EMAILED/FAXED BY:  Jodi Luebbe                                                 Date:  ________________________________ 
EMAIL/FAX DATE/TIME: October 25, 2023                      3:00 p.m. Time:  _________________________a.m/p.m. 
 

 
                              

mailto:COUNTYCLERK@CO.MARATHON.WI.US


FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE              OCTOBER 3, 2023 
MINUTES      1:00 PM 
 
Members present: Rick Seefeldt (chair)-(via Webex), Tom Rosenberg (vice-chair), Jean Maszk 
Staff present: Tom Lovlien - Forest Administrator, Jamie Polley - Director 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Rosenberg at 1:00pm, Rm. 5, 212 River Dr., 
Wausau. Official notice and the agenda for the meeting was posted publicly in accordance with State statutes. 
 
2. Public Comment – none brought forward. 
 
3. Approve Minutes – Motion / second by Jean Maszk / Rick Seefeldt to approve the minutes from the September 5, 
2023 regular Forestry/Recreation Committee meeting. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 3-0. 
 
4. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution 
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee 

1. Consider Timber Bids and Award Contracts – Lovlien said four bids from two bidders on the three tracts were 
received. All bids were below the appraised value so they cannot be sold. The second bid opening will take place at 
1:30pm on October 25, 2023. Lovlien’s recommendation is that Committee reject all the bids in their entirety and open 
bids again on October 25, 2023. Motion / second by Rosenberg / Maszk to reject all the bids from the first timber sale 
bid opening and reopen bids on October 25, 2023. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 3-0. 
 
 2. Consider Approving Revisions to the Nine Mile County Forest Event and Use Regulations – Lovlien explained 
that revisions to the regulations include an updated date for harvesting related to DNR species guidance, updated 
mountain biking and horseback riding dates, and clarifications for the fat tire bike and snowshoe trails and season. It was 
unanimously passed to send the revisions to this Committee at the September Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee 
meeting. Motion / second by Maszk / Seefeldt to approve the revisions to the Nine Mile County Forest event and use 
regulations. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 3-0.  
   
B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource Committee for its 
Consideration – None  
   
5. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental Resources 
Committee – None   
 
6. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
A. 2024 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Budget Update – Polley said overall there was a budget decrease of .6 percent 
from 2023 in the Department’s budget. She gave detail on expenses and revenues. Polley asked if there were any 
recommendations from this Committee about the budget. They would be given to the Environmental Resource 
Committee who will then make any recommendations for budget amendments to the Human Resources and Finance 
Committee. Lovlien said the forestry division expenses and revenues stayed pretty much the same from 2023 to 2024. 
Questions were answered.       
 
B. DNR/County Partnership Meeting, Minutes and Discussion – Lovlien explained that County and DNR staff met to 
discuss past and future work. Items discussed were County forest time standards, 2021 wildlife update, county 
conservation aids project updates, forest certification, land use issues, forest health, and forest management. Questions 
were answered. 
 
C. Ragnar Trail Wisconsin Update – The race is well organized and registration for the event was closed because it was 
considered full. Polley discussed the race itself.   
 
 
 
 



FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE              OCTOBER 3, 2023 
MINUTES      1:00 PM 
 
 
D.  DNR Liaison Report – Sorenson was unable to attend the meeting and will email his report to members directly.    
 
7. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Tuesday, October 31, 2023, 1:00 pm, Rm. 5 & Webex, 212 River Dr.,Wausau 
WI 54403  
A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence – Thoughts were given to Seefeldt who sits on the Rules and Review 
Committee and questioned if this Committee should have five people or stay with three.   
 
B. Future Agenda Items: Consider Timber Sale Extension Requests, Consider Timber Bids and Award Contracts, 
Agreement with DNR on the Bat Habitat Conservation Plan.  
 
8. Adjourn – Motion / second by Maszk / Seefeldt to adjourn the meeting at 1:50 p.m. Motion carried by voice vote, 
vote reflected as 3-0.  
 
 
 
 



Park Commission Tenta�ve Mee�ng Dates 2024 

1/4/24   11 AM or 1PM  ERC is tenta�vely mee�ng 1/5/24    1PM  
1/30/24 
3/5/24  
4/2/24  
*4/30/24  
6/4/24  
7/2/24  
7/30/24  
9/3/24  
10/1/24  
11/5/24  
12/3/24 
 

*All mee�ng dates a�er April 2nd are subject to change based on Rules Review Commitee direc�on in 
April 2024 



TIMBER SALE EXTENSION REQUESTS           NOVEMBER 2023 

 

1. Sales that are 3 years old on December 31, 2023   
(1st Extension Request) 

        % Completed        
Contract #       Purchaser                by Volume   Season          Recommendations 
#697-20       Country Forest                  0%             Winter Only      5% increase 
                         Products 

 

#698-20      Wilson Forestry               0%          Winter Only  5% increase 

 

#699-20       Koerner Forest                98%            Winter Only 0% increase 
   Products 
 
 

2.  Sales that are 3 ½ years old on December 31, 2023 
      (1st Extension Request – Modification of Increase in May 2023) 
 

   #694-20      Briarton Logging                40%                 Winter Only      From 10% to 5%  
    increase 

 

3.  Sales that are 4 years old on December 31, 2023 
     (2nd Extension Request) 
 
    #688-19      Tigerton Lumber        0% Winter Only        10% increase 
 Company 

 

  

 

 
       

 

 



















MARATHON COUNTY TIMBER SALES
October 25, 2023

1

TRACT BIDDER BIDDER BIDDER BIDDER BIDDER

5-23 *Flannel Fleet ^Futurewood Corp.
Aspen 4" 3300 Tons $6.55 $7.11
Mixed Hardwood 4" 800 Tons $7.15 $7.11
Basswood 4" 70 Tons $4.10 $2.00
Basswood Logs 3.0 MBF $110.00 $90.00
Red Maple Logs 2.0 MBF $170.00 $90.00
Ash Logs 2.0 MBF $140.00 $90.00
Mixed Hardwood Logs 1.0 MBF $170.00 $90.00
Tops/Biomass 1250 Tons

TOTAL $28,742.00 TOTAL $30,011.00 TOTAL $ TOTAL $ TOTAL $ 

6-23 *Flannel Fleet
Aspen 4" 4450 Tons $6.55
Mixed Hardwood 4" 200 Tons $7.15
Mixed Hardwood Logs 2.0 MBF $170.00
Tops/Biomass 1550 Tons

TOTAL $30,917.50 TOTAL $ TOTAL $ TOTAL $ TOTAL $ 

7-23 *Flannel Fleet
Aspen 4" 4450 Tons $6.70
Mixed Hardwood 4" 1000 Tons $7.25
Spruce 4" 70 Tons $6.70
Red Maple Logs 22.0 MBF $180.00
Ash Logs 2.0 MBF $145.00
Hard Maple Logs 1.0 MBF $180.00
Mixed Hardwood Logs 1.0 MBF $170.00
Tops/Biomass 2000 Tons

TOTAL $42,134.00 TOTAL $ TOTAL $ TOTAL $ TOTAL $ 

*Awarded

^Bid rejected by Forestry Committee for not including 10% bid security































SUPPORT COUNTY FORESTS

WISCONSIN
COUNTY
FORESTS

ASSOCIATION

Are you passionate 
about Wisconsin's natural 
resources? Are you an avid user 
of our County Forests? Do you support
healthy forests, robust wildlife habitat and 
clean water? 

If yes, consider supporting the Wisconsin County Forests 
Association's campaign for a special license plate!  With an annual 
$25 tax deductible donation, you can support over 2.4  million acres 
of county forests in Wisconsin! Revenue from license plate sales will 
go to promote for and educate on sustainable forest management 
in Wisconsin by supporting the Association and County Forests.

Sign our petition today!  
For more information, visit www.wisconsincountyforests.com/plate

SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE



 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 

 
SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE PROJECT 
September 26, 2023 

 
OVERVIEW 
The establishment of a special license plate, care of the Wisconsin County Forests Association (WCFA), will 
help promote and advocate for sustainable forest management in the State of Wisconsin. The forest 
products industry is vital to the State, annually contributing over $24 billion into the economy. Funds raised 
through these license plates will be used for WCFA operations, grants, projects, scholarships, education, 
research and more. 

 

GOALS 
To promote sustainable forest management in the State of Wisconsin through education & outreach. 
To diversify funding sources for the Wisconsin County Forests Association. To increase revenue, allowing 
continued growth & development for Wisconsin County Forests Association staff, programs & services. 

 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Authorized special group license plates are available through the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, 
Division of Motor Vehicles. License plates allow for special recognition of a group, as well as the opportunity 
to receive charitable donations of $25 per motorist annually. The purchase of special license plates is 
voluntary. 

 
The project requires an application fee for development costs, as well as the collecting of 500 signatures to 
be submitted at the time of applying. If successful, a minimum of 500 plates must be purchased annually to 
keep the plate in circulation. To read more information on special license plates - Authorized special group 
license plates 

 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of developing a WCFA license plate is to support, develop and promote sustainable forest 
management in Wisconsin by establishing new initiatives which would essentially put money back into the 
local economy, mainly through our member counties. Examples of revenue uses: 

• Diversify revenue for WCFA operating budget. Cover operation costs without increasing dues. 

• Expand WCFA staff 

• Expand WCFA programs and services 

• Increase education and outreach: 

• Workshops & training 

• TV, Videos, Social Media tangibles 

• Support of other entities - Member Counties, Trees for Tomorrow, the University of Wisconsin - 
Stevens Point, etc. 

• Collaboration with other entities 

• Sponsorship of programs or events 

• Educational scholarships 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/specialgroup.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/specialgroup.aspx


 

• Offer scholarships to students attending SAF accredited programs for forest or natural resource 
management, or a forester tech program. 

• Provide grants to county forest programs for: 

o Projects 

o Land acquisition 

o Recreational amenities or services 

 

ECONOMICS / PROJECTED REVENUE 
(Based on critical habitat plate information in Minnesota) 
For context and as an example, since 1996, more than 100,000 Minnesota motorists have purchased Critical 
Habitat license plates, generating more than $19 million since then to support land conservation through the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. That’s an average of almost $800,000 annually contributed to 
the DNR by a $30 yearly donation from motorists. Such data is difficult to track down for Wisconsin. 

 
If we follow the same logic: In Wisconsin, 957,470 license plates were issued in 2018. Assuming an annual 
$25 dollar donation, the following income projections could be expected based on the percentage of overall 
WCFA license plates purchased: 

• 10% of total license plates purchased for WCFA (95,747) x $25 = $2,393,675 

• 5% (47,870) x $25 = $1,196,750 

• 1% (9,575) x $25 = $239,375 

• 0.5% (4,790) x $25 = $119,750 

• Required minimum of 500 x $25 = $12,500 

 
If successful, WCFA could potentially give money back to its members. While membership dues would likely 
still be required, membership costs could be net zero over a year. 

 
There’s likely to be some consequences, some unintended with developing a project such as this. It would 
most certainly require additional time & energy to manage the revenue and the subsequent uses for it. It’s 
also not a guarantee this would be successful so it’s not without any risk, however, the submittal fee is 
refundable if the plate would be denied by the DOT. Initially, time and energy would be the biggest expense. 
Minimal funds would be spent on the submission or marketing until the 500 signatures are collected, which 
would be a good gauge of interest in purchasing plates. 

 

BUDGET 
$15,500 to the State of Wisconsin Department of Transportation for application and set up. 
$30,000 for marketing and advertising of the plate (over 2-3 years). 

 

MILESTONES 
• Support Wisconsin County Forests Association Board of Directors approval of project timeline, 

including commitment of funds. 

• Obtaining 500 signatures. Projected to take up 6 months to gather. WCFA will take the lead on 
gathering signatures. 

• Application submission to WI Department of Transportation. Requires a 30-day public review. If 
passed, it can take up to a year to develop and get plates into circulation. 

• 5,000 license plates purchased within 5 years of DOT approval. 
 

 



 

TIMELINE 
• September 2022: Board approval 

• February 2023: Apply for Extension grant (did not receive) 

• 2023: Implement marketing campaign (in progress) 

• September 2023: Kick off project with membership (ready) 

• Fall/Winter/Spring 2023/2024: Acquisition of 500 signatures & plate design completed 

• June 2024: Review progress at summer Board meeting 

• July 2024: Review and submittal of application to DOT 

• Fall 2024: DOT approval and plates are in circulation 

• 2024 – 2026: Implementation of plate marketing and outreach strategies. 

 
Recognizing if support for the project, both internal and external, exists, it may take several years for WCFA 
to see substantial revenue increase, where progress could be made on adding additional staff and services. 

 
MARKETING & OUTREACH 

• Contest for license plate creation. 

• Work with WAOW to market and promote the plate 

• Social media 

• Website content and contact form (no blind emails) 

• Billboards 

• Flyers 

• TV ads 

• Mailers 

• Expos, conference, booths 

• Lean on partners 

 

EXAMPLE 
 
 
 



Authorized Special Group License Plate Signature Page
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
MV2090

Section 5 - Signatures
By signing below, I attest that I am a resident of Wisconsin and I intend to purchase specialty plates associated with

 if the group becomes an Authorized Special Group. I understand that by 
purchasing these specialty license plates, a $25 annual donation may be required in addition to my vehicle registration 
fee.

Signature Home Street Address City State ZIP Code

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

3 of 22

Wisconsin County Forests Association

MUST BE ORIGINAL INK SIGNATURES

wcfa
Highlight



 

 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 
 

SUPPORTING RESTORATION OF DIVISION OF FORESTRY BUDGET CUTS 

Resolution 01-23 

 

WHEREAS, The Division of Forestry was required to cut 5 positions as part of the current state budget 1 

as well as other budget reductions; and 2 

WHEREAS, The current state budget also transferred $25 million from surplus Forestry SEG funds to 3 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources fish and wildlife programs; and 4 

WHEREAS, The Wisconsin County Forests Association Legislative/Certification Committee has 5 

determined that making cuts to the Division of Forestry is not warranted considering the surplus funds 6 

and transfers made to other programs. 7 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association work towards 8 

restoring funds and positions that were cut from the Division of Forestry during the 2023-2025 9 

Wisconsin budget; and 10 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association work with 11 

partners to develop priorities for utilizing surplus Forestry SEG account funds, to advocate for an audit 12 

of the DNR Fish & Wildlife account and oppose future draws of the Forestry SEG account for non-13 

forestry purposes. 14 

Recommended for adoption by the Legislative/Certification Committee on September 12, 2023 and 15 

presented to the Board of Directors on September 26, 2023 16 

Approved September 26, 2023 17 



 

 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 
 

EXCEPTIONS TO DNR COUNTY FOREST ADMINISTRATION GRANT STANDARDS 

Resolution 02-23 

 

WHEREAS, The Department of Natural Resources annually provides to counties a grant funding 50% 1 

of a County Forest Administrators wage and fringe benefits provided they have a 4-year degree in 2 

Forestry from an accredited institution; and 3 

WHEREAS, There are currently several Wisconsin County Forest Administrators who do not have a 4-4 

year Forestry degree that are effectively managing county forest programs and are ineligible to receive 5 

grant funds; and 6 

WHEREAS, The Department of Natural Resources has made exceptions for prior County Forest 7 

Administrators without 4-year degrees but not for those currently employed by counties; and 8 

WHEREAS, it is increasingly difficult to recruit qualified candidates who have 4-year degrees in 9 

Forestry. 10 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association supports creating an 11 

exception to the grant eligibility to allow for County Forest Administrators to also be eligible for the grant 12 

if they hold a 2-year Forestry degree or a 4-year degree in Natural Resources, Wildlife or Conservation 13 

and have at least 3 years’ service as a County Forest Administrator; and 14 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin County Forests Association supports 15 

this same language as amendments to state statute if an exceptions cannot be developed. 16 

Recommended for adoption by the Legislative/Certification Committee on September 12, 2023 and 17 

presented to the Board of Directors on September 26, 2023. 18 

Approved September 26, 2023 19 



 

 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 
 

CONCERNS WITH STATE SNOWMOBILE RECREATION COUNCIL ACTIONS 

Resolution 03-23 

 

WHEREAS, The State of Wisconsin has a Governors Snowmobile Recreation Council, with citizen 1 

members, making snowmobile grant funding program recommendations to the Department of Natural 2 

Resources; and 3 

WHEREAS, The primary function of this Council is to provide recommendations on County snowmobile 4 

program grant requests in an environment of extremely limited program funds; and 5 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin County Forests Association staff and numerous County Forest Administrators 6 

have noted numerous issues with current council members that are concerning, in particular potential 7 

conflict of interest among Council members and possible failure to comply with statute, code and 8 

Council guidelines 9 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association directs their 10 

Executive Director to draft and send a letter regarding concerns with the Snowmobile Recreation 11 

Council to the Governor and DNR Secretary; and  12 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this letter is to contain references to Chapter 227 13 

(Administrative Procedure and Review) of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 14 

Recommended for adoption by the Legislative/Certification Committee on September 12, 2023 and 15 

presented to the Board of Directors on September 26, 2023 16 

Approved September 26, 2023 17 



 

 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 
 

SUPPORT TO SERVE ON COUNCILS/COMMITTEES 

Resolution 04-23 

 

WHEREAS, It has been determined by the Legislative/Certification Committee that it would be 1 

beneficial to have a County Forest Representative on the Governor’s Snowmobile Recreation Council; 2 

and 3 

WHEREAS, There has been a request from the Department of Natural Resources to provide a 4 

representative to the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) development team;  5 

WHEREAS, individuals have volunteered to apply to serve on the Snowmobile Recreation Council and 6 

SCORP team. 7 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association nominates and 8 

supports Tara Krall’s application to the Governor’s Office to serve on the state Snowmobile Recreation 9 

Council; and  10 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin County Forests Association nominates 11 

and support Matt Hansen’s application to serve on the SCORP team; and 12 

THEREFORE BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors thanks both Tara and Matt for 13 

their willingness to serve on these groups. 14 

Recommended for adoption by the Legislative/Certification Committee on September 12, 2023 and 15 

presented to the Board of Directors on September 26, 2023 16 

Approved September 26, 2023 17 



Marathon County Forestry Committee 

October 31st, 2023 Meeting 

 

 

• As of 10/21/23 the DNR had completed 257 hours of 660 time standard hours for the ‘23/’24 

fiscal year. ~ 38.94% of total through 33% of the time (4 of 12 months). Sorenson – 196.5 hours 

of 525 hours ~ 37.4%  

 

• Assisted Joe Tucker in marking the last of the Fall 2024 sales. 

 

• Started to layout an ~ 87 acre hardwood sale in the Harrison/Hewitt unit with John Hunt for a 

2024 Fall sale. This is the last of the Fall 2024 sales to be set-up. 

 

• Assisted John Hunt by operating the dozer to help finish up the last of the scarification at the 

Kronenwetter Oak shelterwood.  

 

• Will transition to doing recon on potential 2025 sales and work on musclewood and ironwood 

control on some of our upcoming sales.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Sorenson 

 

Jeff Sorenson 

Wisconsin DNR – Marathon County Forest Liaison 



 

 
 

Wisconsin County Forests Association 
 

October 24 2023 

 

Honorable Tony Evers, Governor of Wisconsin 

Adam Payne, Secretary-Designee, Department of Natural Resources 

 

RE: Misconduct of the Governor’s Snowmobile Recreation Council 

 

Dear Governor Evers and DNR Secretary Payne; 

 

The Wisconsin County Forests Association (WCFA) is respectfully requesting your attention and 

corrective action concerning the Governor’s Snowmobile Recreation Council’s ongoing lack of 

professional conduct and recent issues not following state statute when approving grant 

applications for state funding.  

 

WCFA represents the forestry interests of the 30 counties in Wisconsin with lands enrolled 

under Wisconsin’s County Forest Law (§28.10 & §28.11). Our member counties collectively 

manage over 2.4 million acres in Wisconsin, making them the largest public ownership in the 

State. The counties’ partnership with the Governor’s Snowmobile Recreation Council, along 

with numerous snowmobile clubs and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), is critical to 

their success in providing the citizens and visitors of Wisconsin a quality experience when 

riding over 8,400 miles of snowmobile trails located on county forest lands, as well as those 

trails managed by the counties under cooperative agreements with other landowners including 

the State of Wisconsin and the United States Forest Service. 

 

After the most recent Council meeting on August 30th, there are continued concerns in how the 

Council is proceeding with the review of grant applications and overall conduct and 

management of council business. It has become evident this Council has evolved into an entity 

with approval authority rather than being a body who recommends, as outlined in WI § 350.14 

and their own bylaws. It’s clear that certain members of the Council do not approach Council 

business with affected stakeholders and the consideration of grant applications with good 

intent but rather with animosity and ill will.  

 

During the August 30th meeting, the following items were observed and should be cause for 

concern: 

1. The Council violated state statute by not following the priority listing when considering 

grant applications for funding without giving sufficient reasoning. WI § 23.09(26)(c) states: 

Distribution of snowmobile trail funds shall be made on the basis of a priority system 

according to the following priority-ranked purposes: 

1. Maintenance of existing approved trails. 

2. Club signing program. 

3. Major bridge reconstruction or rehabilitation. 

4. Route signing program.  

5. Trail rehabilitation. 

6. Development of new trails. 
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Wisconsin County Forests Association 
 

Given these priorities, bridge reconstruction and rehabilitation projects shall be funded prior to any new 

projects for trails or bridges. Several counties were asked on the spot to voluntarily prioritize bridge 

rehabilitation projects. The Council was not honest or forthcoming in why the request was being asked of 

those counties and this approach put the counties in an awkward spot and felt pressured to be 

accommodating. It later became clear several bridge reconstruction and rehabilitation projects were 

bypassed in an effort to save funding for one specific new bridge project which was put forward by Sauk 

County further in the applications and down in the priority list. We feel the reasoning given for not 

funding reconstruction and rehabilitation projects was extremely insufficient and the Council failed to 

follow state statute. Comments were made by both DNR staff and Council members that certain bridge 

projects did not meet the definition or criteria of “major” but no such definition or criteria exists. 

 

2. Sam Landes, who is a current member of the Council, presented the new bridge application for Sauk 

County and advocated for it. As a Council member, this is a clear conflict of interest as per WI §19.46.  

Mr. Landes should have recused himself and gone on record as abstaining from voting on the project. It 

should be noted there were 2 individuals from Sauk County in the room that could have presented the 

project. 

 

3. Furthermore, the Sauk County application was incomplete and should not been considered for funding in 

the first place, as it did not provide two cost estimates, which the Council has been extremely adamant 

about. The application included only one cost estimate from an engineer which, according to the DNR’s 

application checklist, does not qualify. 

 

4. The Sauk County application was also listed in the “mandatory trail relocation” category, which is 

covered under #6 of the priority list. As mentioned above in #1, many bridge reconstruction and 

rehabilitation projects were skipped or bypassed in order to set aside funds for the “development of new 

trails” category. 

 

It was evident the new bridge project in Sauk County was a pet project for at least one, if not multiple, 

Council members and that strategical discussions about said project had occurred outside the formal Council 

meeting. We feel the Snowmobile Recreation Council is acting outside their authority, which is set in WI § 

350.14. Additionally, the question should be asked if a snowmobile bridge in Sauk County is the best use of 

state funding when they receive minimal snow each winter sufficient for snowmobiling. Many of the projects 

that were asked to be voluntarily withdrawn are in Counties who have open trails for the majority of the 

winter months and therefore would be utilized by significantly more trail users annually. 

 

Furthermore, we feel the entire snowmobile grant program needs a complete overall and should be re-

evaluated from top to bottom. We are requesting the DNR pull together an advisory committee of interested 

and affected stakeholders to reconsider how the program is constructed and operates, as well as to strongly 

consider these additional requests: 

 

1. Adopt a formal council membership which provides a sufficient cross section of all stakeholders and 

interested parties from across the primary regions of Wisconsin. Examples of entities which could be 

represented include trail managers, club members, trail users, law enforcement, tourism, 

transportation, industry, non-profit associations, DNR legal services, etc. WCFA is ready to put forth 

an applicant to sit on the Council and represent the county forests and our Association.  



 

 
 

Wisconsin County Forests Association 
 

2. Empower DNR staff, liaisons and leadership to enforce State of Wisconsin statutes and correct 

councils if and when necessary. 

3. Reinforce to the Councils that the Department of Natural Resources is the authority on all decisions 

and has final say. 

4. Require State ethics training, including conflict of interest, for all councils. Ethics training is required 

of certain councils already.  

5. Request DNR legal services review and clarify council authority, bylaws, procedures and the 

obligations of council members under WI §19, specifically §19.45 – Standards of conduct, state public 

officials and §19.46 – Conflict of interest prohibited. DNR legal services should also review and 

reinforce who has final say in grant funding and approvals.  

6. Develop a better strategy and guidance on how to deal with requests for storm damage funding. 

Emergency or storm damage grants should be accepted and executed by the DNR only. 

7. The Snowmobile Recreation and Off-Road Vehicle Councils should be consistent where they are 

equal. There are currently several inconsistencies in how the two councils deal with issues. 

8. The DNR should publicly advertise when Council seats are expiring and applications are being 

accepted.  

9. Adopt ground rules into operational guidelines or by-laws regarding how to act in an appropriate 

and professional manner. 

 

In addition, previous disparaging comments made by some Council members against the Counties during 

other meetings are disappointing and unbecoming of a Governor’s Council. The most recent actions and 

misconduct of the Council is undermining the credibility and validity of the Governor’s councils. Given the 

current issues with the Snowmobile Recreation Council, the snowmobile program may be better served by 

direct administration under the DNR, rather than with citizen advisory council oversight. 

 

Lastly, enclosed is a resolution from the Wisconsin County Forests Association Board of Directors, approved 

September 26th, which supports requesting corrective action be taken by the Governor and the DNR. We 

would greatly appreciate your attention to this matter and your consideration of our requests. If you wish to 

discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact our office.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Luedtke 

Executive Director 

Wisconsin County Forests Association  

 

Enclosed: WCFA Board of Directors Resolution 03-23 

 

cc: Ann Kipper, Administrator, External Services Division, Department of Natural Resources 

      Senator Romaine Quinn, Chair of Senate Committee on Housing, Rural Issues and Forestry 

      Representative Jeff Mursau, Chair of Assembly Committee Forestry, Parks and Outdoor Recreation 



 

 

WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION 
 

CONCERNS WITH STATE SNOWMOBILE RECREATION COUNCIL ACTIONS 

Resolution 03-23 

 

WHEREAS, The State of Wisconsin has a Governors Snowmobile Recreation Council, with citizen 1 

members, making snowmobile grant funding program recommendations to the Department of Natural 2 

Resources; and 3 

WHEREAS, The primary function of this Council is to provide recommendations on County snowmobile 4 

program grant requests in an environment of extremely limited program funds; and 5 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin County Forests Association staff and numerous County Forest Administrators 6 

have noted numerous issues with current council members that are concerning, in particular potential 7 

conflict of interest among Council members and possible failure to comply with statute, code and 8 

Council guidelines 9 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin County Forests Association directs their 10 

Executive Director to draft and send a letter regarding concerns with the Snowmobile Recreation 11 

Council to the Governor and DNR Secretary; and  12 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this letter is to contain references to Chapter 227 13 

(Administrative Procedure and Review) of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 14 

Recommended for adoption by the Legislative/Certification Committee on September 12, 2023 and 15 

presented to the Board of Directors on September 26, 2023 16 

Approved September 26, 2023 17 
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