
MARATHON COUNTY FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 
   AGENDA 
 

 
 
Date and Time of Meeting: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 at 1:00pm 
Meeting Location: Conference Room #5, 212 River Drive, Wausau WI 54403 

 
MEMBERS:  Rick Seefeldt (Chairman), Tom Rosenberg (Vice-Chairman), Jean Maszk 

 
Marathon County Mission Statement:   Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and 
providing county, regional, and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners 
provides services and creates opportunities that make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, 
work, visit, and do business. 

 

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Mission Statement:  Adaptively manage our park and forest lands for 
natural resource sustainability while providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making Marathon 
County the preferred place to live, work, and play. 

     
The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call 
into the telephone conference beginning ten (10) minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the following 
number:  Phone Number: 1-408-418-9388  Access Code: 2493 123 0977. When you enter the telephone conference, 
PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE! 
 
Agenda Items: 
 

1. Call to Order 
   

2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) (Any person who wishes to address the County Board, or one of its committees, 
during the “Public Comment” portion of meetings, must provide his or her name, address, and the topic he or she wishes to 
present to the Marathon County Clerk or chair of the committee, no later than five minutes before the start of the meeting.) 

 
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Tuesday, December 5, 2023 Committee Meeting 

 
4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination 
  A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee  
   1. 2023 Department Year In Review 
   2. 2024 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Workplan 
    
5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution: 

   A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee - None  
                                                         

B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource    
Committee for its Consideration - None 
     

6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by 
Environmental Resources Committee - None 

       
 7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  

A. Parks, Recreation and Forestry Law Enforcement Annual Report 
B. WCFA Media and Marketing Campaign – Keep Wisconsin Forests Thriving 
C. Update on Timber Sale Harvest Activity on County Forest Lands 
D. Winter Recreation Program Update 
E. Department of Natural Resources Liaison Report 
F. Governor Evers Announces Approval of Largest Forest Conservation Effort in State History 
 



 
 
 

 
8. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 1:00pm at 212 River Dr.,  

   Wausau, WI 54403, Room 5 or via Webex 
A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 
B. Future Agenda Items: 2023 County Forests Annual Report, Forestry Division Expense/Revenue 

Report, 2023 Timber Stumpage Payments to Towns, Timber Sale Closeouts, Update on the 
WCFA Meeting in Madison  

 
9. Adjournment   

 
                                                                 

 
 
         SIGNED  /s/ Thomas Lovlien 
                                                                                                        PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANY PERSON PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS MEETING WHO NEEDS SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION IN 
ORDER TO PARTICIPATE SHOULD CALL THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 261-1500 OR E-MAIL 
COUNTYCLERK@CO.MARATHON.WI.US ONE BUSINESS DAY BEFORE THE MEETING. 
   
                                                       NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:  
EMAILED/FAXED TO:Daily Herald and other News Media Groups By:  ________________________________ 
EMAILED/FAXED BY:  Jodi Luebbe                                                 Date:  ________________________________ 
EMAIL/FAX DATE/TIME: January 26, 2024                  1:50 p.m. Time:  _________________________a.m/p.m. 
 

 
                              

mailto:COUNTYCLERK@CO.MARATHON.WI.US


FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE              DECEMBER 5, 2023 
MINUTES      1:00 PM 
 
Members present: Tom Rosenberg (vice-chair), Jean Maszk 
Excused: Rick Seefeldt (chair) 
Staff present: Tom Lovlien - Forest Administrator, Jamie Polley – Director 
Others present: Don Nelson  
 
1. Call Meeting to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Rosenberg at 1:00pm, Rm. 5, 212 
River Dr., Wausau. Official notice and the agenda for the meeting was posted publicly in accordance with State 
statutes. 
 
2. Public Comment – none brought forward. 
 
3. Approve Minutes – Motion / second by Maszk / Rosenberg to approve the minutes from the October 31, 2023 
regular Forestry/Recreation Committee meeting. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 2-0. 
 
4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination 
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee - None 
   
5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution 
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee - None 
   
B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource Committee for its 
Consideration 
 1. Review and Consider Approving the 2024 Wildlife Work Plan – Brandon Stefanski, DNR Wildlife 
Biologist – The work plan had been previously distributed. Stefanski reported on accomplishments from 2023 and 
explained the 2024 work plan. Work includes flowage maintenance, dike maintenance, cattail management at the 
Bern Flowage, wild rice seeding, alder and invasive species management, and forest opening maintenance. 
Stefanski discussed the Nickel-An-Acre budget. Questions were answered. 
 
 2. Review and Consider Approving the 2024 County Forest Work Plan – Lovlien reviewed the workplan 
that had been previously distributed. Upcoming work includes timber management, road and trail maintenance, 
conservation aids projects, administration, GIS work and professional development. Motion / second by Maszk / 
Rosenberg to approve the 2024 County Forest Work Plan which includes the 2024 Wildlife Work Plan and 
forward the Resolution and work plan to the Environmental Resource Committee. Motion carried by voice vote, 
vote reflected as 2-0. 
 
 3. Resolution: Application for County Forest Acreage Share Payment – Lovlien explained that this interest 
free loan is based upon the number of County forest acres at 50 cents for the purchase, development, preservation, 
and maintenance of county forest lands. In the last several years, the loan has mainly been used to match the 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grants to purchase land. The loan is paid back through a twenty percent severance 
tax on timber. In 2007 this interest free loan was at 1.9 million dollars and currently is at $825,000. Motion / 
second by Rosenberg / Maszk to approve the Resolution for the Application for County Forest Acreage Payment 
and forward it to the Environmental Resource Committee. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 2-0.  
 
 4. Resolution: County Fish and Game Projects – Lovlien said this resolution for County Conservation Aids 
funds County wide fish and game projects. Every year the County receives a matching grant of $4,314. Past 
projects have been for fish and wildlife habitat, archery and gun range projects, repairing boat landings, and others. 
Questions were answered. Motion / second by Maszk / Rosenberg to approve the Resolution for County Fish and 
Game Projects and forward it to the Environmental Resource Committee. Motion carried by voice vote, vote 
reflected as 2-0. 
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FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE              DECEMBER 5, 2023 
MINUTES      1:00 PM 
 
6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental Resources 
Committee  
A. 2021 – 2035 County Forest Comprehensive Plan Amendments – Lovlien said most of the changes to the plan 
were minor. He discussed each amendment to the plan and the reason for the change. Motion / second by 
Rosenberg / Maszk to approve the 2021 – 2035 County Forest Comprehensive Plan Amendments and forward it 
to the Environmental Resource Committee. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 2-0. 
 
7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  
A. Department of Natural Resources Liaison Report – Lovlien discussed the report provided by Jeff Sorenson. 
The DNR has completed 305.5 hours of their 660 time standard hours for the County. A sale in Harrison/Hewitt 
is framed and about a third marked. Sorenson has been working with the County Forester to determine most of 
the spring 2025 sale stand locations and will begin working on musclewood and ironwood control in some of the 
current sales. 
 
8.  Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Thursday, January 4, 2024, 1:00 pm, Rm. 5 & Webex, 212 River 
Dr.,Wausau WI 54403 
A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence – Don Nelson said he is the wood procurement manager for 
Domtar Mill in Rothschild. He is on the Forestry and Transportation Committee for the Wisconsin Paper Council 
and will be attending various county forest committee meetings.    
 
B. Future Agenda Items: None at this time.   
 
9.  Adjourn – Motion / second by Maszk / Rosenberg to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 p.m. Motion carried by 
voice vote, vote reflected as 2-0.   
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2023 was a very busy year for the department. Parks and programs were enhanced

to continue to provide our citizens with amenities and activities to explore within 37

City Parks, 17 County Forests and 10 County Forest Units that make up 3,401 acres of

parkland and 30,714 acres of County Forest. 

-Our department has 44 FTE and 150+ seasonals.
-General operating budget of $7,127,498 in expenditures and $2,731,021 in
revenues (city and county combined)

- 23,627 Boulevard trees, Inventoried 2,908 Park Trees  
- planted 524 trees, removed 519 non-ash & 384 Ash Trees, treated 1037 Ash (1/3 of city) 
- 579 Shelter Rental days and 213 Events open to the public 
- Mowed 308.5 acres and 81,920 ft of trails 
- 2280 total season passes sold (disc golf, biking, boat launch, ski, range, etc) 
- Completed 69-acre timber sale at Big Eau Pleine Park for a net revenue of $72,830.62 
- Completed multi-year forest inventory of all county parks outside of city limits  
- Secured sponsorship from Aqua Finance to help fund our first 400 Block Movie in the
Park Series where we hosted 5 nights of free movies for the public on a giant Led screen 
- Created a Jr. Tennis League to keep middle school and high school players engaged 
- Partnered with MCPL to host 3 children’s performances at Oak Island Park and 6 story
times throughout our park system 
- Increased swim lesson revenue for a 3rd year in a row by $1,400 over 2022 revenues 
- Offered 200 swim lesson classes for 673 students enrolled ﻿throughout the summer.
- hosted Moving with the Mayor events Kite Flying, Moonlight Snowshoeing, and Sunset Hike 
- Served approx. 10,000 patrons at Sylvan Tubing Hill totaling close to $114,000 in revenue
- successfully partnered with the fair to provide fair operations 
- Created a new digital Recreation Guide replacing the use of City Pages to do the guides. 
- Hosted our first bus trip to the Packer Family Night 
- Hosted over 3000 participants at Children’s Festival in new location at MPB Buildings
- Partnered with Peyton’s Promise to host a “Change for Good” drive raised $1,000 which
was matched by Peoples Bank for a total of $2,000 for Peyton’s Promise 
- Secured $3,000 of sponsorships to the Children’s Festival allowing us to add features

2023 Year in Review

NEW WATERMAIN
& LATERALS AT

MARATHON PARK

Completed on time and
under budget

TIMBER
SALES

$495,764.00
 Gross revenue 

$347,034 Net Revenue to County

7 sales sold totaling 587 acres with

16,388 cords



City Park Projects  

- 16 Fruit trees planted in 10th Street Park with Earth Day volunteers 
- Transplanted 14 Fruit trees to 3-M Park and 5 Plum trees to Pleasant View Park 
- Installed Lincoln Tot Lot Playground funded by Community Development Block Grant
- 2 Rounds of Goat Vegetation Management at Barker Stewart Island 
- Athletic Park Video scoreboard installation     
- served approximately 40,000 patrons at pools, sold 886 annual swim passes 
- Continue to add new Adopt-a-Park members totaling 8 adoptees.  
- Held one pop-up splash pad with the Wausau Fire Department  
- masonry work completed at Stewart Park on the walls and steps 
- replaced foul net behind home plate at Athletic Park 
- New kiosk at Schofield Park boat launch installed. Project in conjunction with WSD. 
- Barker-Stewart Island bridge decking replaced 
- Demolition of restroom and the start of installation of restroom at Oak Island
- Athletic Park bullpen plumbing tied into main supply 
- Outfield fence replacement at Boileau Field 
- ADA compliant paths installed at Riverside and Tenth Street Park 
- Kayak information signs installed at Gilbert, Scholfield, RiverLife, Oak Island &  Memorial 
- Pleasant View shelter has a new steel roof 

County Park/Forest Projects 

- Community Arbor Day Event at Marathon Park – transplanted hundreds of pine trees 
- New playground equipment in Mission Lake Park, Cherokee Park and Bluegill Bay Park 
- Ash trees removed from Blue Gill Bay Park – 5 new trees planted 
- 21 Hazard Trees removed from west campground Eau Pleine Park 
- planned and ordered playgrounds for Amco and Marathon Park Campground  
- Brought in $3,500 in new revenue from offering swim lessons during the winter at NCHC  
- Increased revenue by $6,200 in water exercise by offering it year-round at NCHC  
- Added adult pickleball ladder league, challenger soccer camp, youth chess classes, and
youth brick builders workshop to our recreation program offerings 
- Created a new Valentine's Ski Date Night event at Nine Mile County Forest. (Did get rained
out but had good participation in registration.)    
- Installed new batting cages at Sunnyvale softball complex 
- DC Everest restroom demo and installation of new restroom (not finished) 
- Nine Mile garage renovation 
- BEP south unit parking lot resurfacing 
- ADA compliant path installed at Bluegill bay playground 
- ADA kayak launch installed at DC Everest Park 
- South boat launch at DC Everest updated to comply with ADA code 
- 1 dock at Bluegill rebuilt and ADA compliant 
- Culverts replaced and beach road/parking lot repaved at Dells 
- Elk target shelter installed at Shooting Range 
- Kayak information signs installed at Wisconsin River Forest Unit, Bluegill and DC Everest  
- EastGate Hall boiler upgrade 
- Implemented a permanent fat tire bike season at nine mile
- completed amendments to the county forest comprehensive land use plan
- Completed a land swap at dells of eau claire to clarify land ownership
- Established a trial archery deer hunt at Big eau pleine park 
 

 

1.5%      

2023 Year in Review - Projects

Camping had another  busy

season 

Gross Revenue $271,446.40

CAMPING

Increase in revenue over 2022 

Gross Revenue



County Small Projects
-Blue Gill Bay dock replacement

-DCE Park Restroom Completion

-DEC manger cabin update

-DEC group campground well

-Extend cart path at Peoples Sports Complex

2024 Work Plan
County CIP Projects

-Eastgate Hall Renovation
-Dump Station Installation at Dell of Eau Claire

-Nine Mile Septic System Replacement
-Amco & Marathon Park Campground

Playground

City Small Projects

City CIP Projects
 -Build Skatepark

-Complete Oak Island Restroom
-400 Block Safety Bollards

-Memorial & Schulenberg Slide Restoration
-Stewart Park wall cap & tuckpointing

-Athletic Park Cap Repair
-Athletic Park Ascension Deck Staining

-Brockmeyer Soccer Field Improvements
-Brockmeyer Press Box Rebuild

Forestry Work Plan

Plan department

consolidation -

Pardee St Review

Ice Arena

Feasibility

Study

Install AED

Save Stations/

Train all FT

Staff in CPR

-County CORP Update

-Rib Falls Master Plan

-Big Rapids Dam Removal

-AED/Save Station Grant

-Athletic Park Clubhouse Review

Lulu B Jacobs
Park

ReestablishmentPlans/Grants to Complete

Riverlife/400 Block

Expand Recreation Programs & Events

Treat & remove 

ash trees

plant 400 + trees

-Administer 24 timber sales on 1874 acres

-Plant 60,000 red pine trees on 60 acres

-Establish and advertise 600-625 acres of timber for sale

-Establish another timber sale at Big Eau Pleine Park

Secure Field

Sponsors

PSC

Other Projects
-Install new drinking fountains

-New well at Dell of Eau Claire

-Barker Stewart Island Vegetation

-Lincoln Tot Lot Fall Zone 

-BEP Boat Launch Repair

-MP Stand Pipe Boxes

-Concession Fence Replacement

-Leaper Jet Repair/Replacement

-Fountain Push Button

-NE Park Sign

Open Gyms     Tot Time    

Partnership with Children’s Imaginarium



Parks, Recreation & Forestry Law Enforcement Annual Report 

(01/01/2023-12/22/2023) 

 

Parks: 

Patrols: Times where Mike, Tyler or Brian entered a park without 
being called there for a specific complaint. This does not include 
other sheriff’s deputies checking out at the parks during their shifts. 
Numbers are from the Sheriff’s CAD System. They indicate the 
number of times we check out at a specific park for a Patrol.  

Patrol can vary widely from driving through the parking lots and 
checking passes, to foot patrols through the park. They can be 15 
minutes or hours in length. 

These are also only the times we actually physically checked out at a 
park, there are also times we are at various parks and do not check 
out. The times we do not check out are usually very quick patrols 
where there it is discovered there are very few people at the park. 
(Only 0-2 vehicle’s in lot, etc.) 

 

 

 

Criminal Complaints: Times where Mike, Tyler or Brian entered a park 
after being called by either the parks department or a witness for a 
specific complaint or issue. This does not include other sheriff’s 
deputies being dispatched to parks when Mike, Tyler or Brian are 
unavailable. 

Complaints can vary on types of complaints. Majority of complaints are 
for camping registration violations, noise complaints, and littering 
complaints. Others include, complaints of entering prohibited areas, 
pay tube break-ins, domestic animal violations, and wild animal 
complaints. 

 

 

 

 

Patrols 
Marathon Park: 37 

DC Everest: 36 
Bluegill: 51 

Big Eau Pleine: 62 
Dells of Eau Claire: 26 

Sunnyvale: 70 
Rib Falls: 9 

Mission Lake: 19 
Ashley: 0 

Big Rapids: 6 
Cherokee: 2 

Amco: 3 
Brokaw: 8 
Gilbert: 2 

Memorial: 0 
Oak Island: 0 

Schofield: 1 
Total: 332 

  
Criminal Complaints 

Marathon Park: 7 
DC Everest: 8 

Bluegill: 8 
Big Eau Pleine:  12 

Dells of Eau Claire: 5 
Sunnyvale: 3 

Rib Falls: 2 
Mission Lake: 1 

Ashley: 0 
Big Rapids: 0 
Cherokee: 1 

Amco: 0 
Brokaw: 0 

Total: 47 



Citations and Warnings: Number of times a person was issued a citation or written warning for a Parks 
ordinance violations. This does not include verbal warnings which makes up the vast majority of 
enforcement means and are not able to be tallied. This does not include State Criminal Charges, or State 
Citations. This also does not include Violation Notices issued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criminal Charges and Arrests: Number of times a person had 
criminal charges brought against them or was arrested for a 
criminal offense by Mike, Tyler or Brian for a violation at a park or 
during a recreational motor vehicle patrol. This does not include 
other arrests made be deputies at a park, if any occurred. This also 
does not include arrests made by Mike, Tyler or Brian for non-park 
related complaints. 

  

Citations 
Deface, Remove, Destroy: 0 

Fail to Pay Fee: 24 
Vehicle Violations: 3 

Littering, Dumping, Refuse: 4 
Animal Violations: 0 

Camping Violations: 1 
Obstructing Officer: 0 

Permit Violations: 0 
Total: 32 

Written Warnings 
Littering, Dumping, Refuse: 1 

Enter Prohibited Area: 0 
Animal Violations: 0 
Vehicle Violations: 3 

Soliciting: 0 
Total: 4 

Criminal Charges 
Warrant Arrests: 0 

OWI Related Arrests: 0 
Check Fraud: 0 

Lewd Behavior: 0 
Criminal Damage to Property: 0 

Total: 0 



Forestry: 
 
Patrols and Complaints: Times Mike, Tyler or Brian were at a Forest Unit for either a complaint called in 
by Forestry Staff or citizen, or a general patrol. 

 

 

 
Citations: Times Mike, Tyler  or Brian issued a citation for violations of Forestry Ordinance. This does not 
include violations notices issued. 

Citations 
Vehicle Violations: 2 

Abandoned Vehicle: 0 
Misc: 5 
Total: 7 

 
 

Recreation Motor Vehicle Patrols: 
 
Hours, Citations, and Warnings Submitted to DNR for recreational motor vehicle patrols. Snowmobile 
data is from 2022-2023 snowmobile season. Boat Data is taken from the 2023 season. ATV data is for 
patrols from May 2023-December 2023, due to DNR considering any patrols prior to May as 2022 data 
and December logs are not completed yet. These hours at the total hours from all deputies working the 
grants.  
 

Type Hours Citations Warnings 
Snowmobile: 276.5 16 24 

Boat: 223 5 22 
ATV: 548 24 46 

Total: 1047.5 45 92 
 
Report numbers are based off of Brian for the whole year. Mike is from January 1 to June 23rd. Tyler is 
June 23rd until the end of the year.  

Tree Stand/Trail Camera Enforcement 
Monitoring: 6 

Tree Stands/Camera Confiscated: 15 
Boat Confiscated: 2 

No Stand Located: 3 
Citations: 4 

Total: 30 

Patrols and Complaints 
Vehicle Violations: 2 

XC Ski Patrols: 12 
Vandalism: 1 

Misc. Criminal: 5 
Illegal Dumping: 4 

Lost Hiker/Hunter: 0 

  
Total: 24 

Patrols 
Nine Mile: 94 

Burma: 12 
Ringle: 8 

Kronenwetter: 3 
Leathercamp: 5 

Wisconsin River: 2 
Harrison Hewitt: 10 

Bern Wetland: 3 
Total: 137 



Marathon County Forestry Committee 

January 4th, 2023 Meeting 

 

 

• As of 12/30/23 the DNR had completed ~393.5 hours of 660 time standard hours for ‘23/’24. ~ 

60% of total through ~50% of the time (6 of 12 months). Sorenson ~319 hours of 525 hours ~ 

60%  

 

• I finished up the field work on the DNR’s 87 acre hardwood sale (Fall 2024 bid opening) in the 

Harrison/Hewitt unit. 

 

• The upcoming winter months workload will include recon updates, helping out Joe with sale 

administration and musclewood and ironwood control on the Einstein sale.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jeff Sorenson 

 

Jeff Sorenson 

Wisconsin DNR – Marathon County Forest Liaison 
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