
 
MARATHON COUNTY  

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

 
Date & Time of Meeting: Thursday, March 5, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: 212 River Drive, Room 5, Wausau WI 54403 
Committee Members: Jacob Langenhahn - Chair ; Randy Fifrick -Vice-chair; Rick Seefeldt, Allen Drabek, Jim Bove, Sara Guild, 
Arnold Schlei, Dave Oberbeck, Eric Vogel  - FSA Member, Marilyn Bhend – WI Towns & Villages Association (non-voting member) 
Marathon County Mission Statement: Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing county, regional, 
and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that 
make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business. (Last updated 12-20-05). 
Environmental Resources Committee Mission Statement: Provide leadership for the implementation of the County Strategic Plan, 
monitoring outcomes, reviewing and recommending to the County Board policies related to environmental resource initiatives of Marathon 
County.  (Revised: 04/17/12) 
Strategic Plan Goals 2018 - 2022: Objective 5.2 - Promote sound land use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions 
with economic development and growth. 
Objective 6.3 - Protect and enhance the quantity and quality of potable groundwater and potable surface water supplies. 

1. Call meeting to order 
2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) 
3. Approval of February 6, 2020 Committee minutes 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution: 

A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for 
its Consideration (County Zoning changes) 
1. Norman and Marlys Tremelling on behalf of Larry and Clifford Eckes - L-I Light Industrial, R-R 

Rural Residential and R-E Rural Estate to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Spencer 
2. Jerrod Kautza and Gerald and Diane Resch – L-D-R Low Density Residential, R-R Rural Residential 

and G-A General Agriculture to R-E Rural Estate – Town of Plover 
3. Dan Higginbotham, Plover River Land Co., on behalf of David and Patricia Tomson – G-A General 

Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Plover 
4. Public testimony on text amendment changes to the General Code of Ordinances for Marathon County 

Chapter 11.02 Animal Waste Management Ordinance  
B. Review and Possible Recommendations to County Board for its Consideration 

1. Resolution: Consider the Purchase of the CERES Timber Property LLC Property for County Forest  
2. Resolution: Adopting Marathon County Solid Waste Management Board Strategic Plan 2020-2025 
3. Resolution: Authorize responsible representative for DNR Grant 

C. Review and Possible Action 
1.  Stone Horizon Final Plat 

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports and Committee Discussion 
A. 2019 County Forest Division Annual Report 
B. MS4 Storm Water Management grant project 

6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
A. Legislative and Budget Report: current and future legislative initiatives 

7. Next meeting date, time & location and future agenda items: 
A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 

8. Adjournment 
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the County 
Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 

 
SIGNED   

FAXED TO: Presiding Officer or Designee 
News Dept. at Daily Herald (715-848-9361), City Pages (715-848-5887), 
Midwest Radio Group (715-848-3158), Marshfield News (877-943-0443), NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE: 
TPP Printing (715 223-3505) 

Date:  February 27, 2020  Date:    
Time:  1:00 pm  Time:   a.m. / p.m. 
By:  cek  By: County Clerk    
Date/Time/By:        

mailto:infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
A public hearing will be held by the Environmental Resources Committee of the Marathon County Board of Supervisors on Thursday, 
March 5, 2020 at 3:00 p.m., 212 River Drive, Room 5, Wausau WI 54403, at which time the Committee will consider the following: 

1. The petition of Norman and Marlys Tremelling on behalf of Larry and Clifford Eckes to amend the Marathon County 
Zoning Ordinance to rezone lands from L-I Light Industrial to R-R Rural Residential and R-E Rural Estate to R-R Rural 
Residential described as part of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, and SW¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 22, Township 26 North, Range 
02 East, Town of Spencer. Proposed area to be rezoned from L-I to R-R is part of the parent parcel PIN# 074-2602-224-
0994, described as Lot 2 on the Preliminary Certified Survey Map (CSM). Whereas, the areas proposed to be rezoned 
from R-E to R-R are part of parent parcel PIN# 074-2602-221-0992 described as Lot 1 and all of the existing parent 
parcel PIN# 074-2602-221-0971 described as Lot 2 on the preliminary CSM. Associated with addresses of 203929 State 
Highway 13, Marshfield WI 54449 and 203910 Merkel Road, Marshfield WI 54449. 

2. The petition of Jerrod Kautza and Gerald & Diane Resch to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance to rezone 
lands from L-D-R (Low Density Residential), R-R (Rural Residential), and G-A (General Agriculture) to R-E (Rural 
Estate) on properties described as part of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 01, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, 
Town of Plover. Proposed as Lot #1 (5.48 Acres) of the Preliminary Certified Survey Map submitted by Cornerstone 
Surveying. Areas described to be rezoned consist of part of parent parcel PIN# 062-2910-012-0997 with the site address 
of 184377 State Highway 52, Aniwa WI 54408, as well as all of parent parcels PIN # 062-2910-012-0995 and PIN# 062-
2910-012-0996 with a property address 238401 Hatchery Road, Aniwa WI 54408. 

3. The petition of Dan Higginbotham, Plover River Land Co. on behalf of David and Patricia Tomson to amend the Marathon 
County Zoning Ordinance to rezone lands from G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential, on properties described 
as part of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 25, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, Town of Plover. Proposed area to be 
rezoned is described as Lot #1 (3.61 Acres) on the Preliminary Certified Survey Map submitted by Plover River Land Co. 
Areas to be rezoned consist of part of parent parcel PIN # 062-2910-252-0992. 

4. The petition of Rebecca Frisch, Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ) Director, for text amendment changes to the 
General Code of Ordinance for Marathon County Chapter 11.02 Animal Waste Management Ordinance Code. The text 
amendments may be viewed online at https://bit.ly/2sESOhp, or at the Marathon County Conservation Planning and 
Zoning Office, 210 River Drive, Wausau WI 54403. Copies may be obtained by contacting the CPZ Department at 210 
River Drive, Wausau WI 54403, or by calling (715) 261-6000. 

Written testimony may be forwarded prior to the hearing to:  Jacob Langenhahn – Environmental Resource Committee Chair, 
Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department, 210 River Drive, Wausau, WI 54403-5449.  All interested persons will be given an 
opportunity to be heard.  Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to 
participate should call the County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@co.marathon.wi.us one business day 
before the meeting. 

Jacob Langenhahn  

 
Jacob Langenhahn, Chairman 
Environmental Resources Committee 
 
 
Rebecca J. Frisch, Director 
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department 

Publish:  February 19 and February 26, 2020 
E-mailed to:  Wausau Daily Herald (WDH-Legals@wdhmedia.com) on February 14, 2020 at 8:15 a.m.  

https://bit.ly/2sESOhp
mailto:infomarathon@co.marathon.wi.us
mailto:WDH-Legals@wdhmedia.com
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 Attendance: Member Present Not present 
 Chair Jacob Langenhahn…………. X (arrived at 4:30) 
 Vice-Chair Randy Fifrick .......................  ............................. X  
  Rick Seefeldt ...................... X  

  Jim Bove  ............................  ............................. X                
  Allen Drabek ....................... X                        
  Sara Guild………………… . X (arrived at 5:15)  
  Arnold Schlei  ………………X   
  Dave Oberbeck…………… X             
  Marilyn Bhend …………….   ............................ X  
  Eric Vogel  .......................... X          
Also present:  Rebecca Frisch, Dominique Swangstu, Paul Daigle, Cindy Kraeger, Matt Repking, Dave Decker  
– Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ); Scott Corbett – Corporation Counsel; Jamie Polley– Park, 
Recreation, and Forestry (PRF); Peter Weinschenk – Record Review, Scott Weber, Gary Imhoff, Rorik 
Peterson – EDP; Nathan Wiles, Debra Derfus, Larry Seehafer, Tim Vreeland, Paul Hackel, Rich Hohl, Travis 
Hill, Stacey Hill, Rob Posteluk.  

1. Call to order – Frisch called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. at 212 River Drive Room 5, Wausau, WI, and 
asked for nominations to chair the meeting. Motion / second by Drabek / Seefeldt to nominate Schlei to Chair 
the meeting.  No other nominations were received.  Motion carried on voice vote, no dissent, approving Schlei 
as temporary chair.  

2. Public Comment – None. 
3. Approval of January 2, 2020 Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) minutes.  
 Motion / second by Seefeldt / Oberbeck to approve of the January 2, 2020 Environmental Resources 

Committee minutes with a typing correction to Item 1 – Called to order by Chair Langenhahn to Called to order 
by Vice Chair Fifrick. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution:  
A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its 

Consideration (County Zoning changes) 
1. Tim Vreeland on behalf of Blake and Lacey Czerwonka – Town of Elderon 
Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and reviewed the staff report, noting that the decision sheet had been 
included in the meeting packet.  Request to rezone 7.357 acres Lot 1 of the Preliminary Certified Survey 
Map submitted to the department.  
The Town of Elderon was unable to meet and will have the rezone on their February agenda. 
Vreeland was sworn in and discussed the rezone request for the above mentioned use. 
Discussion among the committee members regarding approving the rezone but the Town Resolution needs 
to be received before moving it forward to County Board. 

 There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to this rezone request. Testimony portion of the 
 hearing was closed at 3:20 p.m.  Committee deliberated and applied the standards for this request by 
 reviewing and completing the decision sheet. 

Action: Motion / second by Seefeldt /Drabek to recommend approval to County Board, of the Tim Vreeland 
on behalf of Blake and Lacey Czerwonka rezone request after receiving the Town Resolution from the Town 
of Elderon.  Committee determined the rezone is consistent with the Marathon County and Town 
comprehensive plans, and is not located in the Farmland Preservation Plan. Adequate facilities are present 
and providing public facilities will not burden local government. The rezone should not result in any adverse 
effect on natural areas.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

  Follow through: Forward to County Board following receipt of the Town Resolution. 

  2. Robert Posteluk, on behalf of Yellowstone Crossing LLC – Town of McMillan 
Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and reviewed the staff report in regard to the rezone petition in question. 
The staff report went over different applicable zoning, land use, and future land use maps as well as site 
conditions, while making recommendations to the committee. There are currently violations onsite, the first of 
which was the construction of an accessory structure (used for salt storage) without obtaining the required 
permits and approvals. The second is related to the use(s) of the parcel, the business use has begun onsite 
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without proper review, permitting, and approval. It was noted that the Town of McMillan, City of Marshfield 
and local residents have all expressed their concerns with the proposed development specifically regarding 
the salt storage (proximity and potential effect on wells and waterways) as well as the drainage issues already 
on the parcel. The Town of McMillan recommended approval of this rezone at their last Town Board meeting 
on January 30th, 2020 noting “Motion contingent upon applicant complying with all requirements of the DNR, 
DOT Marathon County and State of WI”. Swangstu finished the staff report by giving the staff recommendation 
of: “Based on the information provided and the Town of McMillan’s input, CPZ staff finds the Environmental 
Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors if the 
committee finds the applicant adequately addresses the towns concerns as well as any issues in regard with 
the standards shown in the ERC Decision Form at the time of the Public Hearing on February 6th, 2020. The 
committee may recommend Approval, Denial, or Postpone (Table) for further considerations. If further 
information is needed to adequately address the concerns of the town or standards of rezoning, CPZ staff 
recommend the ERC postpone (table) for further considerations.” Swangstu answered any additional 
questions of the committee in regard to the violations and use concerns onsite while noting some questions 
could be better answered by the petitioners when they are sworn in. 
Robert Posteluk was sworn in.  Posteluk discussed the history of the property which was a bar and zoned as 
a commercial zoning district therefore started a business of installing a salt shed and was not aware of the 
process required to start the business; and wants to come into compliance. He is currently awaiting 
correspondence from the Department of Transportation and Department of Natural Resources. 
Debra Derfus was sworn in and is the Town Chair of the Town of McMillan. The Town of McMillan approved 
the rezone request; Debra provided information related to her concerns as a local resident in regard to the 
rezone request due to concerns with the salt storage and drainage issues. Numerous complaints have been 
received on the salt shed; water issue on the property; not being in compliance. 
Gary Imhoff was sworn in and is opposed to the rezone request.  His concerns which were addressed were 
in regard to the having the wells in the area contaminated from the salt storage as well as the water 
issues/runoff in that area. 
Scott Weber was sworn in and is in opposition of the rezone request.  His concern is the runoff issues affecting 
multiple wells and an intermittent stream within 250 feet of the salt shed. 
Stacey Hill was sworn in and her husband is the owner of Yellowstone Solutions and if in favor of the rezone 
request.  She stated they do not want to cause any property problems and would do their due diligence to 
clean up the property in the spring and consider installing a privacy fence. 
Travis Hill was sworn in and is in favor of the rezone request.  He has removed the snow from the property to 
help reduce the water problems and will try to clean up the property in the spring. 
Larry Seefeldt was sworn in and is concerned about the city wells that supply water to the area. 
Additionally, throughout the public hearing, CPZ staff provided clarity during the discussions and answered 
questions in regard to differentiating the use of the parcel, the zoning district of the parcel, and the permitting 
process for the structure/salt storage onsite, if/when the rezone is approved. 
 
There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to this rezone request.  Testimony portion of the hearing 
was closed at 4:20 p.m.  Committee deliberated and applied the standards for this request by reviewing and 
completing the decision sheet. 
Action: Motion / second by Oberbeck /Vogel to approve the Robert Posteluk on behalf of Yellowstone 
Crossing LLC rezone. 
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
3. Public testimony on text amendment changes to the General Code of Ordinance for Marathon County 
Chapter 17 Zoning Code 
Discussion: Swangstu discussed changes related to the annual text updates to Chapter 17 and the inclusion 
of new Wind Energy Systems and removal of old Wind Energy text to align with state regulations.  At the 
previous committee meeting on January 2nd, 2020 the committee was briefed on the proposed revisions. 
There were no questions from committee members.   There was no testimony in favor or opposed to the text 
amendments in regards to the annual text changes.  A letter was read into the record from Eric Erpenbach, 
requesting new language regarding signs and the specific standards for billboards. The requests were 
primarily in regard to aligning the more restrictive county standards with the state requirements, which will 
ultimately promote more local businesses as well as to be more consistent. The letter did not comment on 
any changes suggested and published by CPZ.  The letter requested that the committee consider possible 
changes in the future, but did not supply any actual amendment language for the committee to act on.  
Therefore, no action was taken by the committee in regard to Eric Erpenbach’s request.    
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Corbett provided information on discussions with EDP attorneys regarding wind energy language, with 
specific recommendations to the committee for consideration.  Corbett and Swangstu reviewed the 
recommendations and incorporated the majority of the comments which are contained the draft that posted 
on February 5th, 2020.  Corbett recommended to the committee address different language than what was 
proposed by EDP dealing with Section 17.405.02(B)(2)(b) which addresses what is required to be submitted 
with an application for a wind energy system in regard to the anticipated effects to land uses within 0.5 miles 
of the system; as well as 17.405.04(A) which provides more clarity in regard to what additional conditions or 
restrictions an application could be subject to as authorized by Wis. State. 66.0401 and PSC 128 
Representatives from EDP testified in regards to the wind energy language. 
Nathan Wiles, EDP was sworn in and discussed filing the application within the next month or soon after. 
Rorik Peterson, EDP was sworn in and is currently working on the permit application and land acquisition. 
There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to the text amendment changes to the General Code 
of Ordinance for Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code. The committee closed the public hearing at 
5:20 p.m. and deliberated.  
Action: Motion / second by Schlei /Seefeldt to approve the text amendment revisions, except the wind 
energy section.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.  
Action: Motion/ second by Seefeldt / Drabek to approve the wind energy section revisions as posted on 
February 5th, 2020.  
Action: Motion / second by Vogel / Guild to amend the original motion to the wind energy section revisions 
to include language outlined in Swangstu’s email to Corbett date February 6th, 2020 at 2:33 pm.              
Section 17.405.04(A).  
Action: Motion / second by Guild / Oberbeck to amend the wind energy section revisions to include 
language outlined in Swangstu’s email to Corbett date February 6th, 2020 at 2:33 pm Section 
17.405.02(B)(2)(b). 
Motion on original motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 

B. Review and Possible Recommendation to County Board for its Consideration (Town Zoning changes 
pursuant to §60.62(3) Wis. Stats.) 
1. Town of Emmet 215235 County Rd S Edgar 
Discussion: Town of Emmet is independently zoned and submitted a zoning district change from C1 to R1 at 
215235 County Rd S. The zoning change was approved at the town board meeting on January 14, 2020.  
Although the town is independently zoned, County Board approval is still needed. 

  Action: Motion / second by Drabek / Schlei to recommend approval to County Board, of the Town of Emmet 
zone change. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 

C. Review and Possible Action 
1. Stone Horizon Preliminary Plat 
Discussion: Decker discussed the details of the Preliminary Plat including survey, zoning, environmental, 
sanitary sewer, and access requirements. Prior to the most recent approved final plat of “Stone Horizon” 
being recorded, the developer had purchased adjoining property and added it to the platted area at the 
request of the Town of Rib Mountain.  
Action: Motion / second by Guild / Seefeldt to approve the Stone Horizon Preliminary Plat located in the Town of 
Rib Mountain. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: The final plat will be submitted for approval at a later date for future committee action.  
Approval by County Board is not required. 
2. Revised Appendix A – PRF Casual, Seasonal and Temporary Wage Rates 
Discussion: Polley discussed each year it is getting more difficult to attract seasonal staff. PRF needs a 
separate Appendix due to the number of different payroll codes, but will replicate the format of the 
Countywide Chapter 9 which would establish consistency among departments and give PRF flexibility in 
seasonal hiring.  The Park Commission has reviewed and recommended approval of the revised Appendix A 
of the revised casual, seasonal, temporary wage rates for the PRF department. 
Action: Motion / second by Seefeldt / Drabek to recommend approval of the revised Appendix A of the 
casual, seasonal, temporary wage rates for the PRF Department to the Human Resources and Finance 
Committee. 
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Follow through: Polley will present the revised Appendix A to the HRFC at their regular scheduled meeting 
on February 10, 2020. 

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports and Committee Discussion 
A.  Animal Waste and Nutrient Management Ordinance – education on proposed revisions 

 Discussion: Daigle discussed the memo drafted by Repking and timeline of the proposed policy revisions 
related to the Animal Waste Ordinance including expanding and clarification of definitions, clarification of the 
activities subjection to regulation; setbacks from property lines and roads; implementation of State 
Performance Standards; clarification of enforcement, variance and appeals process. Daigle reviewed the 
power point that was included in the meeting packet, giving an overview of the proposed changes of the 
Animal Waste and Nutrient Management Ordinance. 

 Action: None. 
Follow through: CPZ will hold an open house on February 24, 2020 and finalize the draft ordinance to bring 
back to the Committee in March.  

B. Land and Water Plan review and discuss proposed goals 
 Discussion: Daigle discussed the goals, objectives strategies and outcomes of the 2020-2030 Marathon 
County Land and Water Management Plan. 

  Action: None. 
Follow through: CPZ will provide more information in the upcoming months of the new Land and Water 
Resource Management Plan. 

6.   Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
 A. Legislative and Budget Report: current and future legislative initiatives 

Discussion: Frisch distributed the legislative report. Chairman Gibbs is giving a report to the Executive 
committee on February 11, 2020 which will cover several letters Gibbs sent in regards to proposed State land 
and water legislation where the county has a defined policy.      
Action:  None. 
Follow though: CPZ continues to monitor any updates and update the Committee.  
1. Assembly Bill 681  

Discussion: Chairman Gibbs is giving a report to the Executive committee on February 11, 2020 which will 
cover the letter of concerns Gibbs sent in regards to proposed requirement for a supermajority vote of the 
county board for matters affecting only towns.      
Action: None.  

7. Next meeting date, time & location and future agenda items: 
 Thursday, March 5, 2020 3:00 p.m. 212 River Drive, Room 5 Wausau WI 

A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 

• Eric Vogel was welcomed to the committee:   
8. Adjourn – Motion / second by Seefeldt /Schlei to adjourn at 6:10 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote, no 

dissent. 
Rebecca Frisch, CPZ Director 
For Jacob Langenhahn, Chair 
cc: (via email/web site) ERC members; County Administrator; Deputy County Administrator; Corporation Counsel; 

County Clerk                                                                                                                                    RF/cek
  

 







SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE:

I, KEVIN M. WHIPPLE, PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR, hereby certify;

That I have surveyed and mapped this Certified Survey Map being part of the SW1/4 NE1/4 and part of the NW1/4 SE1/4, of 
Section 22, Township 26 North, Range 2 East, Town of Spencer, Marathon County, Wisconsin, also including all of Lot 2 and part 
of Lot 4 of Marathon County Certified Survey Map No. 12343, bounded and described as follows;

Commencing at the S1/4 CORNER 22-26-2;
 Thence N 12°29'08" E, a distance of 2641.29' to an iron monument being the POINT OF BEGINNING
 Thence along Lot 3 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of N 46°49'25" E, a distance of 167.32' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 3 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of S 44°00'56" E, a distance of 10.00' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 3 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of N 46°49'25" E, a distance of 222.97' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 3 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of N 89°50'43" W, a distance of 28.24' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 3 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of N 44°34'16" W, a distance of 457.20' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 2 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of N 35°19'44" E, a distance of 376.48' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 2 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of S 89°47'09" E, a distance of 543.88' to an iron monument;
 Thence along Lot 2 of CSM 12343 on a bearing of S 0°09'32" E, a distance of 198.60' to an iron monument;
 Thence along the West R/W Line of Merkel Rd on a bearing of S 0°19'52" E, a distance of 632.64' to an iron monument; 
 Thence  along the West R/W Line of Merkel Rd on a bearing of S 0°24'05" E, a distance of 487.30' to an iron monument; 
 Thence  along the West R/W Line of Merkel Rd on a bearing of S 24°00'15" W, a distance of 54.90' to an iron monument; 
 Thence along the West R/W Line of Merkel Rd on a bearing of  S 1°22'36" W, a distance of 92.40' to an iron monument; 
 Thence  along the West R/W Line of Merkel Rd on a bearing of S 21°36'32" W, a distance of 97.39' to an iron monument;
 Thence along the Northerly R/W of S.T.H. "13" on a bearing of N 44°34'54" W, a distance of 927.80' to an iron monument being 
the POINT OF BEGINNING; subject to right-of-ways, easements, restrictions and reservations of record, IF ANY. 

That I have made such survey at the direction of 

That such map is a correct representation of the exterior boundaries of the land surveyed and the subdivision thereof made; That 
I have complied fully with the provisions of Chapter 236.34, and Section AE7 of Wisconsin Statutes and the Marathon County 
Subdivision Ordinance to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

____________________________________________
KEVIN M. WHIPPLE P.L.S. 2444
Drafted By: KEVIN WHIPPLE
Field work completed on 1/03/2020
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Norman & Marlys Tremelling 
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

 

Findings of Fact 
 

REQUEST: 

The petition of Norman and Marlys Tremelling on behalf of Larry and Clifford Eckes to amend the Marathon County Zoning 
Ordinance to rezone lands from L-I Light Industrial to R-R Rural Residential and R-E Rural Estate to R-R Rural Residential 
described as part of the NW ¼ of the SE ¼, and SW¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 22, Township 26 North, Range 02 East, Town 
of Spencer. Proposed area to be rezoned from L-I to R-R is part of the parent parcel PIN# 074-2602-224-0994, described 
as Lot 2 on the Preliminary Certified Survey Map (CSM). Whereas, the areas proposed to be rezoned from R-E to R-R are 
part of parent parcel PIN# 074-2602-221-0992 described as Lot 1 and all of the existing parent parcel PIN# 074-2602-221-
0971 described as Lot 2 on the preliminary CSM. Associated with addresses of 203929 State Highway 13, Marshfield WI 
54449 and 203910 Merkel Road, Marshfield WI 54449. 

 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT(s): 
L-I:   Light Industrial.  Industrial Research and Office district. The purposes of the L-I district are: 

1. To provide an environment exclusively for and conducive to the development and protection of modern administrative 
facilities and research institutions that are office-like in physical appearance and service requirements. 

2. To provide for and accommodate industrial uses in the fields of repair, storage, manufacturing, processing, wholesaling, 
and distribution, free from the encroachment of residential, retail, and institutional uses unless otherwise specified in 
this ordinance. The uses allowed are those which, because of their normally unobjectionable characteristics, can be in 
relatively close proximity to residential and commercial districts. 

& 
R-E: Rural Estate District.  The purpose of the R-E district is to accommodate single-family residential use along existing 
streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family medium residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the County. Limited agricultural activities and livestock are allowed in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced 
by municipal water and sanitary sewer. 

 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT(s): 
 

R-R:  Rural Residential District.  The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer. 

 
 
 
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: The area in question was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the 
Farmland Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area indicates the land consists of 
prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy. 
 
 
 
 



TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed areas to be rezoned are identified as a Commercial 
Land uses in the Town of Spencer’s Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2005). The adjacent lands are comprised 
of Other Agriculture (green) and Single Family Residential (yellow) land uses.  It appears the town had designated the whole 
Highway 13 corridor for commercial land uses between the City of Marshfield and Village of Spencer. 

       
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are zoned R-R (Rural 
Residential), Rural Estate (RE) and L-D-R (Low Density Residential). There are 
G-A (General Agriculture), L-I (Light Industrial), and U-R (Urban Residential) 
zoned parcels within close proximity. All the proposed parcels will be compliant 
as it relates to parcel size, dimension, frontage, access, etc. 
 



SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS AND/OR NATURAL FEATURES: The areas proposed to be rezoned have no 
mapped floodplain or DNR mapped wetlands. There is what appears to be a pond on the north most parcel parent. A large 
portion of the parcels in question appear to be within the shoreland overlay which is likely due to the existing ponds within 
close proximity, yet an official navigability determination has not been made for the nearby ponds. 
 

         
 

Aerial Photo: #1 
 

 



 
AERIAL PHOTO: #2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Preliminary CSM (pertinent areas shown below):  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Approx. area proposed to be 
rezoned from L-I to R-R 

Approx. area proposed to be 
rezoned from R-E to R-R 



 
Legal Discription(s):  

 

 
 

 
TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 

 

On February11th, 2020 the Town of Spencer Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s Environmental 
Resources Committee.  

 

 
                                       

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
 

If approved the Town of Spencer should updated their comprehensive plan future land use map to reflect the proposed 
rezone to Rural Residential (R-R) from Light Industrial (L-I) and Rural Estate (R-E). The rezone and parcel reconfigurations 
meet all the zoning district and land division standards as it relates to size, frontage, access, and dimension, etc. The rezone 
petition minimizes the agricultural lands converted as the use of the parcels will not change.  
 
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County’s  
Comprehensive Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatibility with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding the 

proposed rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 

 

Based on the information provided and the Town of Spencer’s input, CPZ staff finds the Environmental 
Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Case: #1 

Environmental Resources Committee 
Decision Form 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         
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Jerrod Kautza and Gerald & Diane Resch  
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Jerrod Kautza and Gerald & Diane Resch to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance to rezone lands 
from L-D-R (Low Density Residential), R-R (Rural Residential), and G-A (General Agriculture) to R-E (Rural Estate) on 
properties described as part of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 01, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, Town of Plover. 
Proposed as Lot #1 (5.48 Acres) of the Preliminary Certified Survey Map submitted by Cornerstone Surveying. Areas 
described to be rezoned consist of part of parent parcel PIN# 062-2910-012-0997 with the site address of 184377 State 
Highway 52, Aniwa WI 54408, as well as all of parent parcels PIN # 062-2910-012-0995 and PIN# 062-2910-012-0996 with 
a property address 238401 Hatchery Road, Aniwa WI 54408. 

 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICTS: 
L-D-R: Low Density Residential District.  The purpose of the L-D-R district is to accommodate single-family residential 
use along existing streets and to promote single-family residential development (involving the extension of new streets) 
where sanitary sewer and municipal water may be available. The densities are intended to provide for areas of suburban 
character in the community and to prevent excessive demands on sewerage and water systems, streets, schools, and other 
community facilities. The districts are intended to avoid overcrowding by requiring certain minimum yards, open spaces, 
and site area while making available a variety of dwelling types and densities to serve a wide range of individual 
requirements and thereby providing a more orderly and efficient extension of public facilities. 

& 
R-R:  Rural Residential District.  The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer. 

& 
G-A:   General Agricultural.  The purpose of the G-A district is designed to foster the preservation and use of agricultural 
land related uses and to provide for limited residential uses in a rural environment but not the division of land as classified 
in 18.07(2) and (3) into five or more tracts, parcels or lots within a five year period. This district provides for limited residential 
development with modest densities that require relatively large land areas that are compatible with the surrounding rural 
land use activities.  The district is intended to provide towns with multiple options to guide growth and development in 
concert with the comprehensive planning efforts. 

 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 
R-E:   Rural Estate District.  The purpose of the R-E district is to accommodate single-family residential use along existing 
streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family medium residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the County. Limited agricultural activities and livestock are allowed in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced 
by municipal water and sanitary sewer. 

 
 
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: The areas in question was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the 
Farmland Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area indicates the land consists of 
prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy. 
 
 



TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified as Other Agriculture, 
Single Family Residential, and Quarry land uses in the Town of Plover’s Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2005). 
The adjacent lands are comprised of Forest Land (light green), Other Agriculture (green), Recreational (pink) and Quarry 
(brown) land uses. The use the area in question will not change as a result of the rezone petition. No Non-Metallic Mining 
operation (Quarry) boundaries will be effected by the rezone. 

   
 
 
 
EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned G-A – General Agriculture with some R-R 
(Rural Residential) and R-E (Rural Estate) zoned parcels in the area. There is a large portion of the town zoned C-V/R-C 
(Conservancy & Recreation) along a river (Plover River) seen below in green. The proposed parcels will be compliant as it 
relates to parcel size, dimension, frontage, access, etc. The intent of this rezone is to bring the parcel closer to compliance 
as it relates to an accessory structure that currently exceeds the dimensional limitations of the residential zoning district.  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 



SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS AND/OR NATURAL FEATURES: The areas proposed to be rezoned have no 
mapped floodplain or DNR mapped wetlands. There is a stream to the north of the areas proposed to be rezoned. The 
majority of the area proposed to be rezoned is within the shoreland overlay which is due to the Plover River to the north.  
 

       
 

Marathon County Non-Metallic Mining Map Viewer  
 

 



AERIAL PHOTO: #1 
 
 

 

 
 

Aerial Photo: #2 
 

 
 
 
 

Approximate Location 
of the proposed Land 
Division 



Preliminary CSM: 
 

 
 

Legal Discription(s):  
 

 



 
TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 

 
 

On February 11th, 2020 the Town of Plover Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s Environmental 
Resources Committee. Noting the town did not have any questions, concerns, or comments on the rezone in question. 

 

 
                                       

 
 

STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
 

If approved the Town of Plover should updated their comprehensive plan future land use map to reflect the proposed rezone 
to Rural Estate (R-E) from General Agriculture (G-A), Low Density Residential (L-D-R), and Rural Residential (R-R). 
Approximately half the area in question is designated for residential use in the Town of Plovers Comprehensive Plan and 
the additional lands being added from G-A will not encroach on the active NMM. The rezone and parcel reconfigurations 
meet all the zoning district and land division standards as it relates to size, frontage, access, and dimension, etc. The 
remnant parcel will have greater than 10 acres which conforms to the G-A zoning district standards. The rezone petition 
minimizes the agricultural lands converted as the use of the parcels will not change. An approved rezone will allow Kautza 
to come into compliance (after permits are issued) in regard to the active violation onsite.  
 
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County’s  
Comprehensive Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatibility with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding the 

proposed rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 

 

Based on the information provided and the Town of Plover’s input, CPZ staff finds the Environmental 
Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
 



 
Case: #2 

Environmental Resources Committee 
Decision Form 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         
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David & Patricia Tomson   
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Dan Higginbotham, Plover River Land Co. on behalf of David and Patricia Tomson to amend the 
Marathon County Zoning Ordinance to rezone lands from G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential, on 
properties described as part of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 25, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, Town of 
Plover. Proposed area to be rezoned is described as Lot #1 (3.61 Acres) on the Preliminary Certified Survey Map 
submitted by Plover River Land Co. Areas to be rezoned consist of part of parent parcel PIN # 062-2910-252-0992. 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICTS: 
G-A:   General Agricultural.  The purpose of the G-A district is designed to foster the preservation and use of agricultural 
land related uses and to provide for limited residential uses in a rural environment but not the division of land as classified 
in 18.07(2) and (3) into five or more tracts, parcels or lots within a five year period. This district provides for limited residential 
development with modest densities that require relatively large land areas that are compatible with the surrounding rural 
land use activities.  The district is intended to provide towns with multiple options to guide growth and development in 
concert with the comprehensive planning efforts. 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 
R-R:  Rural Residential District.  The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer. 

 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified as an Other 
Agriculture land use in the Town of Plover’s Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2005). The adjacent lands are 
comprised of Forest Land (light green), Other Agriculture (green), Crop Land (white), and Single Family Residential land 
uses.  

   
 

 



 
EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned G-A – General Agriculture with some R-R 
(Rural Residential) and R-E (Rural Estate) zoned parcels in the area. The proposed parcels will be compliant as it relates 
to parcel size, dimension, frontage, access, etc. The intent of this rezone is to allow for residential construction on the area 
in question, the petitioner has indicated there has been a survey, visual inspection, and soils tests conducted onsite to better 
determine how suitable this area is for a home.  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS AND/OR NATURAL FEATURES: The areas proposed to be rezoned have no 
mapped floodplain or DNR mapped wetlands. There does appear to be some mapped floodplain on the parent parcel shown 
below. Areas shown in blue below identifies the approximate location of the proposed area to be rezoned and divided from 
the parent parcel. 
 

   
AERIAL PHOTO: #1 

 



 
 

 

 
Aerial Photo: #2 

 
 

 
Aerial Photo #3  

Approximate Location of 
the area proposed to be 
rezoned. 



 

 
 

Preliminary CSM: 
 

 
 
 



Proposed Legal Discription:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 

On February 11th, 2020 the Town of Plover Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s Environmental 
Resources Committee. The town has not submitted any additional comments, questions, or concerns with respect to the 

proposed rezone petition 
 

 
                                       

 
 



 
STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 

 
 

If approved the Town of Plover should updated their comprehensive plan future land use map to reflect the proposed rezone 
to Rural Residential (R-R) from General Agriculture (G-A). The entire area proposed to be rezoned is designated for other 
agriculture land uses in the Town of Plovers Comprehensive Plan 2005, yet, there is no active farmland and the area in 
question is currently wooded. The rezone and parcel reconfiguration meets all the zoning district and land division standards 
as it relates to size, frontage, access, and dimension, etc. The remnant parcel will have greater than 10 acres which 
conforms to the G-A zoning district standards. The rezone petition and proposed land division minimizes the agricultural 
lands converted as no farmland will be converted given the parcel design. The intent of the rezone is to allow for new home 
construction on the area in question, of which shall access Old Lake Rd given County Road D has an access restriction as 
shown on the preliminary CSM submitted to the CPZ Department.  
 
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County’s  
Comprehensive Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatibility with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding the 

proposed rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 

 

Based on the information provided and the Town of Plover’s input, CPZ staff finds the Environmental 
Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Case: #3 

Environmental Resources Committee 
Decision Form 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  Agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         

 



 

 

DATE:            February 13, 2020  

TO:                Environmental Resources Committee 

FROM:          Matt Repking, Conservation Analyst       

SUBJECT:     ORDINANCE REVISIONS - Chapter 11.02 – Animal Waste Management Ordinance 
 
The Marathon County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department (CPZ) is currently revising Chapter 11.02 
– Animal Waste Management Ordinance of the General Code of Ordinances.  The proposed revisions are for 
clarification of Marathon County’s Chapter 11.02 – Animal Waste Management Ordinance.  
 
The types of changes proposed include:   

• Expand and clarification of definitions 
• Clarification of the activities subjection to regulation for: 

o Waste storage facilities, livestock facilities and land applications of animal waste 
• Animal waste storage facility setbacks from property lines and roads 
• Implementation of State Performance Standards and Prohibitions for: 

o Runoff from barnyards 
o Unconfined animal waste storage piles 
o Overgrazed stream banks 

• Clarification of enforcement, variance, and appeals process 
 
The approximate timeline and important dates are as follows: 
 

 February 24, 2020 – Open House - 1 PM to 6 PM.  (CPZ large conference room - 210 River Drive Wausau, 
WI 54403)  

 March 5, 2020 – Public Hearing – to be held during the Environmental Resources Committee Meeting.  
(3:00pm – Room 5 – 212 River Drive, Wausau, WI 54403) The intent of this hearing is to allow public 
input regarding ordinances and address any questions/concerns related to ordinance language.   

 March 24, 2020– Chapter 11.02 submitted to County Board for Approval 
 March 25, 2020 – Chapter 11.02 is approved ordinance goes into effect.   

 
These ordinance revisions coincide with Objective 5.2 and 6.3 of the Marathon County Strategic Plan – Promote 
sound land use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decision with economic development 
and growth; and also protect and enhance the quantity and quality of potable groundwater and potable surface 
water supplies, respectively.   If you have any questions or concerns related to the Animal Waste Management 
Ordinance revisions, please feel free to contact me.  

 
The Marathon County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ) Department’s mission is to protect our community’s land and environment.  We promote 
thoughtful and deliberate use of resources to insure that Marathon County has healthy people, a healthy economy, and a healthy environment, today and 

tomorrow. 



Amendment # Title Section (in proposed code) Proposed Change Reason for Change Effect on County

1 Chapter 11.02 Chapter 11.02 (Whole Document)  Spelling, Formatting, and/or Grammatical Corrections  Spelling, Formatting, Consistency, and/or Grammatical Corrections
None, no change in the administration or  

interpretation of the ordinance.

2 (2) Definitions 11.02 (2) Incorporate and update definitions.
Clarification and addition of definitions from state performance standards and 

other Marathon County ordinances.
Consistency and clarity.

3 (3) Activites Subject to Regulation 11.02 (3)(b)&(c)
Clarification for regulation of waste storage facilities,  land spreading animal waste, and 

requirements associated with each. 
Consistency and clarity. Safe guard ground and surface water resources.

4 (3) Activites Subject to Regulation 11.02 (3)(b)(5)
Addition of a 50 foot setback from property line and/or road right-of-way for installing a waste 

storage facility.
Provide a uniform setback for waste storage structures. Consistency and clarity.

5 (3) Activites Subject to Regulation 11.02 (3)(b)(3)(b)
Addition of manure stacking sites (unconfined animal waste piles) in our definition of stored animal 

waste.
Incoporation of minimum NR 151 state performance standard. Provide a 

mechanism for staff to respond to worst case incidents.
Safe guard ground and surface water resources from stackings sites 

with potential for runoff.

6 (3) Activites Subject to Regulation 11.02 (3)(d)
Addition of direct runoff of animal waste from animal lots and not allowing degradation of vegation 

along waters of the state.
Incoporation of minimum NR 151 state performance standard. Provide a 

mechanism for staff to respond to worst case incidents.
Safe guard ground and surface water resources.

7 (3) Activites Subject to Regulation 11.02 (3)(g) Update wording for cost sharing so livestock and cropping operations are consitent for nutrient 
management cost share requirements.

Consistency for nutrient management cost share requirements between  livestock 
and crop operations. 

Consistency and clarity.

8 (5) Application for and issuance of permits 11.02 (5)(e)(2) 
Adding language for CAFO plans, the review process and waiting until DNR has conducted their 

review before Marathon County reviews/approves the waste storage facility plan.
Clarification that DNR has authority for CAFO waste storage facility plans. Consistency and clarity.

9 (7) Enforcement and Penalties 11.02 (7)
Clarification of enforcement and pentalites section for 1)waste storage structures and  2)operation 

and management.
Consistency of enforcement and penalites with other Conservation, Planning and 

Zoning ordinances and clarity of processes.
Consistency and clarity.

10 (8) Appeals and Variances 11.02 (8) Clarification of appeals process.  Addition of a variance section.
Provide clarity of the appeals process.  Addition of a variance section to provide 

this as a potential option.
Consistency and clarity.
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1 
The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Marathon does ordain as follows: 

Section 11.02 of the General Code relating to Animal Waste is repealed and recreated as follows: 
 

ANIMAL WASTE STORAGE AND NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT. 
(Cr. #256) 

 
(1)  INTRODUCTION. 

 (a)  Statutory Authority.  This ordinancesection is adopted under authority granted by sections§59.02, 
§59.03, §59.69, §59.70, §92.06, §92.07, §92.09, §92.11, §92.15 and §92.16, Wisconsin Statutes (Wis. 
Stats), and ss. ATCP 50.56 and NR 151.05 Wisconsin Administrative Code (Wis. Admin Code). 

 
 (b)  Title.  This ordinancesection shall be known, referred to and cited as the, "County Animal Waste 

Storage and Nutrient Management Ordinance." 
 
 (c)  Findings and Declaration of Policy. 

  
1. The County Board finds that storage of animal waste in waste storage facilities and the utilization 

of livestock sourced nutrients not meeting state agricultural performance standards and 
prohibitions may cause pollution of the surface and ground waters of the County,; and may result 
in actual or potential harm to the health of County residents and transients; terrestrial and aquatic 
plant and animal life; surface and groundwater quality;, and to the property tax base of the County. 

 
2.   The County Board finds that the technical standards developed by the United States Department of 

Agriculture (U.S.D.A.) Natural Resources Conservation Service and adopted by the 
Environmental Resources Land Conservation and Zoning Committee provide effective, practical 
and environmentally safe methods of storing  animal waste and utilizing nutrients. 

 
 (d)  Purpose.  The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the location, design, construction, 

installation, alteration, operation, maintenance, closure, use, and application  of animal waste from all 
waste storage facilities covered by this ordinance so as to protect the health and safety of residents and 
transients; prevent the degradation of surface and groundwater thereby preventing the spread of disease 
and promoting the prosperity and general welfare of the citizens of Marathon County; and .  It is also 
intended to protect the groundwater and surface water resources of Marathon County. It is also 
intended to provide for the administration and enforcement of the ordinance and provide penalties for 
its violations.    

 
 (e)  Applicability.  This ordinancesection, to be effective upon adoption by the County Board, shall 

apply to all areas of Marathon County including municipalities that have agreed to allow the 
Department to enforce this ordinance in their jurisdiction (see last page for needed action). 

 
 (f)  Interpretation.  In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this ordinancesection shall 

be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the County, and shall 
not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other power granted by the Wisconsin Statutes.  

 
 (g)  Compliance.   

1. Waste storage facilities shall be constructed, maintained, operated, and closed in compliance with 
all applicable Federal, State, and local laws, codes and ordinances.  It is the owner’s/operator's 
responsibility to obtain any required permits and/or approvals from other governmental units. 

2. No approval pursuant to this ordinance shall be issued where the applicant is in violation of this or 
any code administered by the department, nor for any parcel(s) of land which have an outstanding 
violation until the violation has been corrected.  A request for waiver of this provision may be 
made to the Department Director or designee.   

 
 (h) .Abrogation, Greater Restrictions, and Severability 
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1.  Abrogation and Greater Restrictions. This ordinance is not intended to repeal, annul, abrogate, 
impair, or interfere with any existing covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, ordinances, rules, 
regulations, or permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to law.  However, wherever this 
ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this ordinance shall govern.   
 

2.   Severability and Non-liability.  Should any section, clause, provision or portion of this oOrdinance 
be adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this 
ordinance shall remain in effect. 

  



 

 

3 
  
(2) DEFINITIONS-   
 

 
Animal Lot.  A feedlot, barnyard, or other out facility where livestock are concentrated for feeding or other 
purposes.  “Animal lot does not include a pasture or winter grazing area.  Two or more animal lots at the 
same livestock facility constitute a single animal lot, for the purposes of this ordinance, if runoff from the 
animal lots drain to the same treatment area or if runoff from the animal lot treatment area converges or 
reaches the same surface water within 200 feet of any of those treatment areas.   

 
 (a) Animal Waste.  Can be any of the following: Includes agricultural manure (including bedding 
materials), manure processing derivatives, leachate, milk house wastewater and nutrient dense runoff from 
livestock operations. 

1) Manure: Animal excreta and includes the following when intermingled with excreta in normal farming 
operations:  debris including bedding, water, soil, hair, and feathers; processing derivatives including 
separated sand, separated manure solids, precipitated manure sludges, supernatants, digested liquids, 
composted biosolids, and process water; and runoff collected from barnyards, animal lots, and feed 
storage areas.   

2) Leachate:  The concentrated liquid which has percolated through or drained from animal feed or waste 
storage areas.   

3) Process Waste Water.  Wastewater from the production area or indirectly used in the operation of animal 
feeding operations that results from any or all of the following:   

 a) Spillage or overflow from animal water systems. 
b) Washing, cleaning or flushing pens, barns, manure pits or other animal feeding operation facilities. 

 c) Direct contact swimming, washing or spray cooling of animals or dust control. 
d) Water that comes into contact with any raw materials or animal byproducts including manure, feed, 
milk, eggs, or bedding. 

 
(b) Applicant.  Any person who applies for a permit under this ordinancesection. 

 
BARNY Model.  Means the NRCS “Evaluation System to Rate Feedlot Pollution Potential,” ARM-NC-17 
(April 1982 version with modifications as of August 2005).   

Note:  The BARNY model is a commonly used computer model that predicts nutrient runoff from animal 
lots. Copies of the BARNY model are on file with the department, the secretary of state, and the legislative 
reference bureau.  An Excel computer spreadsheet version is available at www.datcp.state.wi.us.  

.     
 

(c) Committee.  Land Conservation and Zoning Committee (LC&ZC).  A committee made up of members of 
the Marathon County Board of Supervisors and others who, by authority from Wis. Stats. Chapter. 92, 
Wisconsin Statutes, determine policy and give direction for soil and water conservation activities.  The 
Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) also provides direction for the Department.  The Environmental 
Resources Committee shall be the decision making board for purposes of implementation of this ordinance. 

 
Concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO). An animal feeding operation to which any of the following 
apply: 

 1) The operation has 1,000 animal units or more at any time and stores manure or process wastewater 
in a below or at grade level storage structure or land applied manure or process wastewater. 

 2) The operation has 300 to 999 animals units and has a category I unacceptable practice under s. NR 
243.24 (1) (a).   
3) Under s. NR 243.26 (2) the operation is designated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources as having a significant discharge of pollutants to navigable waters or has caused the fecal 
contamination of water in a well 

 
Conservation Practice.  Means a best management practice designed to reduce or prevent soil or sediment loss 
to the waters of the state.  

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/


 

 

4 
 
  Department.  Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning (CPZ) Department (responsible for soil 

and water conservation activities in Marathon County). 
 
  (d) Direct Runoff.  Includes any of the following: 

1)  Runoff of stored animal wastemanure, including manure leachate, that discharges a significant amount 
of pollutants to surface waters of the state or to a direct conduit of groundwater. 

2) Runoff from an animal lot that can be predicted to discharge a significant amount of pollutants to 
surface waters of the state or to a direct conduit to groundwater. 

 
(e) Director.  The Director of the Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department 
or their designee. 
 
 
(g) Failing and Leaking Waste Storage Facilities.  Any waste storage facilities that fail to contain any 
component of the animal waste that it is intended to contain. 
 
(Idle Storage Facility.  A waste storage facility which is: 

1). No longer being used for its intended purpose and no longer having any additional animal waste 
and manure placed into it. 

 2). Has not had any animal waste added or removed for a period of two (2) years. 
 3). Will, by all the evidence available, not again be used to store animal waste and manure by an active 

livestock       operation. 
 

Maximum Operating Level (MOL).  Means the level in the waste storage facility or containment facility, 
measured vertically from the lowest point of the top of the facility, that is the sum of the margin of safety and 
the level necessary to contain precipitation and runoff that will enter the facility as a result of a 25-year, 24 
hour storm event.  
  
 Margin of Safety Level.  Means the level in the waste storage facility or containment facility that is one foot 
vertically below the lowest point of the top of the facility or structure.   
 
 
(j)  
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  An agency of the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) which, for purposes of this Section, provides the Marathon County Land Conservation and Zoning 
Committee and the Department with technical assistance and information on the design criteria, size, shape, 
engineering strength and other necessary technical data for the proper and safe installation of a storage 
facility.An agency of the United States Department of Agriculture which, for purposes of this ordinance, 
develops and maintains a technical guide with conservation practice standards and specifications, engineering 
manuals and handbooks, and other technical documentation related to waste storage facilities, nutrient 
management plans, and other technical matters covered in this ordinance 
 
(k) Nutrient Management Plan.  A document that is annually updated outlining the requirements for 
managing the amount (rate), source,form, placement (method of application), and timing of applications of all 
sources of plant nutrients and soil amendments to cropland and pastures as identified in ATCP 50.04(3).  
 
(l) Pasture.  Land on which livestock graze or otherwise seek feed in a manner that maintains the 
vegetative cover over the grazing area.  Pasture may include limited areas of bare soil such as cattle laneds 
and supplemental feeding areas provided the bare soil areas are not significant sources of pollution to waters 
of the state. 
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Permit.  The signed, written statement issued by the Director or their designee under this ordinance that is 
required before an applicant can construct, install, move, reconstruct, extend, enlarge, convert, substantially 
alter or close a waste storage facility or its waste transfer system.   
 
(r) Permittee.  Any person to whom a permit is issued under this ordinance. 
 
(s) Person.  Any individual, corporation, partnership, joint venture, agency, unincorporated 
association, municipal corporation, County or State agency within Wisconsin, the federal government or any 
combination thereof. 
  
Safety Devices, Storage FacilityMeans devices, which are designed to protect humans and livestock from the 
hazards associated with a waste storage facility. Safety devices shall be designed and installed as required by 
Technical Standard 313.   
  
Stored animal waste. Means animal waste that is kept in a waste storage facility or unconfined animal waste 
pile. 
 

(u) Substantially altered.  A change initiated by an owner or operator that results in a relocation of a 
waste storage facility or structure, or significant changes to all size, depth or configuration of a waste 
storage facility or structure including: 
 1) Replacement of a liner in a waste storage facility or structure; 

 2) An increase in the volumetric capacity or area of a waste storage facility or structure greater than 
20%; 
3) A change in a waste storage facility or structure related to a change in livestock management from 
one species of livestock to another such as cattle to poultry. 

 
  (v) Technical Guide.  The document provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service which 
contains technical data, including the standards referenced within this ordinance to properly and safely locate, 
construct, install, alter, design, operate, maintain and close a waste storage facility and/or the associated 
manure transfer system. 
 
(w) Technical Standard 313.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for the proper 
location, construction, installation, alteration, design, operation and maintenance of a waste storage facility 
made by construction of an embankment and/or excavating a pit or dugout, or by fabricating a structure. 
 
(x) Technical Standard 634.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for 
installation of components such as conduits, pumps, valves, and other structures or devices to transfer animal 
waste from buildings and yards to a waste storage facility and/or loading area for final disposal and 
establishes the minimum acceptable requirements for design, construction, and operation of waste transfer 
system components.  It includes mechanical pumping or elevation differential (gravity head) systems. 
 
(y) Technical Standard 360.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for the 
closure of waste storage facilities that are no longer used for their intended purpose to a sanitary and 
environmentally safe condition. 
 
(z) Technical Standard 590.  A section of the Technical Guide that covers managing the amount, 
form, placement, and timing of plant nutrients and establishes the minimum acceptable requirements for the 
application of plant nutrients with organic wastes (manure and organic byproducts), commercial fertilizer, 
and crop residues.contains technical data for managing the amount (rate), source, placement (method of 
application), and timing of plant nutrients and soil amendments and establishes the minimum acceptable 
requirements for the application of plant nutrients associated with organic wastes (manure and organic 
byproducts), commercial fertilizer, legume crops and crop residues. 
 

 
 Technical Standard 520.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for a liner  
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of a waste storage facility constructed using compacted soil with or without soil amendments.   
 
 Technical Standard 521.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for a liner of a waste 
storage facility constructed using a geomembrane or a geosynthetic clay material. 
 
 Technical Standard 522.  A section of the Technical Guide that contains technical data for a liner of a waste 
storage facility constructed using reinforced or non-reinforced concrete.   
 
 Unconfined Animal Waste Pile.  A quantity of animal waste that is at least 175 ft3 in volume and which 
covers the ground surface to a depth of at least 2 inches and is not confined within an animal waste storage 
facility, livestock housing facility, and barnyard runoff control facility or covered or contained in a manner 
that prevents storm water access and direct runoff to surface water or leaching of pollutants to groundwater.   
 
(ee) Waste Storage Facility.  Any site or area specifically designed and/or constructed for the purpose of 
storage or containment of animal waste and manure.  This includes any waste storage facility previously 
designed and installed meeting the NRCS Technical Guidelines current at the time of installation, any 
commercial-prefabricated storage facility, concreted slabs, earthen dugouts, dikes or any other area intended 
for the storage of animal waste and manure.  For the purposes of this ordinance Section, a storage area 
intended to contain an accumulation of manure within an area excavated, or diked using soil or any other 
material, for the purpose of storing the manure, no matter how small that accumulation may be or how long 
the manure is to be stored there, shall be considered a waste storage facility.   
 
   Waste Transfer System.  A combination of hoppers, reception structures, tanks, pumps, pipes, channels, 
valves or conduits used to transfer animal waste and other fluids and residues associated with animal waste to 
a waste storage facility, a waste treatment strip, a loading area, cropland or satellite waste storage facility 
using permanent pipeline and conduits. 

 
 
 (3) ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO REGULATION 
 

(a)  PermitGeneral Requirements.  Any person who locates, installs, moves, reconstructs, extends, 
enlarges, converts, substantially alters, closes or changes use of a waste storage facility or parts 
thereof; or who employs another to do the same, on land subject to this section, shall be subject to the 
permit requirements provisions of this ordinancesection. 

 (b) Waste Storage Facilities: 

 1)  Failing and Leaking.  Waste storage facilities that pose an imminent threat to public health, fish, 
and aquatic life, surface or ground water shall be upgraded, replaced, or closed in accordance with this 
ordinance.Failing and leaking waste storage facilities are a menace to the health and general welfare of 
the citizens of Marathon County, and shall be subject to forfeiture and injunction provisions of this 
section.  A storage facility found to be failing or leaking shall be brought up to, and maintained in, a 
sanitary condition within the time frame identified by the department.  These waste storage facilities 
shall be repaired to a condition meeting the Technical Standards of the Department within two (2) 
years of the date that the storage facility is determined to be failing or leaking.  

  2)  Idle Waste Storage Facilities.  As specified in Technical Standard 360, removal of animal waste, 
contaminated soils, and closure of any permitted or unpermitted, idle animal waste storage facility to a 
safe and sanitary condition, as determined by the Department is required within two (2) years of the 
time the waste storage facility becomes idle.  The owner or operator may retain the waste storage 
facility if they are able to verify all of the following conditions are met: 

1a)    The waste storage facility has been designed, constructed and maintained in compliance with 
current applicable with the NRCS Standard in effect at the time it was constructed and has 
functional safety devices in place.  If it was not built to a NRCS standard it must meet the 
current NRCS standards.s and has functional safety components in place; 

2b)  .  Retention of the waste storage facility is warranted based on anticipated future use. 
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3c)    . Landowner agrees to develop and follow an operation and maintenance agreement for the 

waste storage facility. 
d)    If the waste storage facility is utilized again for its intended purpose, the Department must be 

notified and any animal waste stored in it must be applied according to the 590 standard. 
 

 
   

  3) Direct Runoffof Animal Waste.  A livestock facility shall not:   

a) Have an overflow of animal waste from waste storage facilities. 
b) Have direct runoff from stored animal waste leaving the property and/or be a threat to surface 

and/or ground water resources. . (d)Direct runoff of animal waste is a menace to the health 
and general welfare of the citizens of Marathon County, and shall be subject to the forfeiture 
and injunction provisions of this section.  Direct runoff that poses a threat to public health of 
safety, or surface and/or groundwater resources because of over-application of manure to 
cropland or pasture, or any alteration or mismanagement of an animal waste storage facility 
shall be cleaned up in a reasonable time frame as determined by the department.  

c) Allow animal waste levels to exceed the maximum operating level (M.O.L.) of the waste 
storage facility. 

4) Safety Devices.  All waste storage facilities shall be equipped with safety devices, including fences and 
warning signs intended to protect humans and livestock from the hazards associated with such facilities.  
Safety devices shall be designed and installed as required by Technical Standard 313. (e) Safety Devices.  
Certain safety devices, as defined in section 11.02(2)(n) are required on all storage facilities in Marathon 
County 

5)  Road and Property Line Setbacks.    
a)  A new waste storage facility may not be located within 50 feet of a parcel line where the 

permittee does not own the adjacent parcel and/or within 50 feet of public road right-of-way 
line. 

b)  An existing waste storage facility seeking expansion must keep a minimum separation 
distance of 50 feet of a parcel line where the permittee does not own the adjacent parcel 
and/or 50 feet of a public road right-of-way line.  

c)  Setbacks described above do not supersede the Livestock Facilities Siting Ordinance setbacks 
or any other setbacks established by law.    

    
 (c) Land application of animal waste.  Regardless of whether an operator has a nutrient management plan:    

 1) Animal waste shall not: 

a) Runoff the application site during or after an application; and/or discharge through subsurface 
drains off the field site.   

b) Be applied to land where vegetation is not removed mechanically or by grazing, except to 
provide nutrients for establishment and maintenance of a conservation practice, and 
application will not result in runoff of animal waste.   

2)   No over application of animal waste shall occur.  In the event of a complaint/investigation, 
spreading logs and maps shall be provided to the department upon request to determine the rate 
and location of animal waste applied. , Logs and maps shall include but not limited to: 
spreader/toolbar calibration, number of loads, animal waste volume or weight for the spreader, 
date, type of animal waste, nutrient analysis, and application method.   

3)   Owners, operators, contractors, custom applicators or any entity handling animal waste are 
responsible for animal waste applications that result in, runoff, or spills that are caused by their 
acts, omissions, and/or decisions.  

(d)  A livestock facility shall not: 
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1)   Have direct runoff of animal waste from an animal lot into waters of the state or a direct conduit to   

ground water.  :  
a) Fifteen pounds of phosphorus, if no part of the animal lot is located within 1000 feet of a 
navigable lake or 300 feet of a navigable stream.  
b) Five pounds of phosphorus, if any part of the animal lot is located within 1000 feet of a 
navigable lake or 300 feet of a navigable stream. 
Note: Phosphorus amounts and distances from navigable waters are consistent with Livestock 
Facilities Siting Ordinance. Concentration of phosphorus are determined using the BARNY 
model.   

 
2)    Allow unlimited access by livestock to waters of the state in a location where high concentrations 

of animals prevent the maintenance of adequate sod or self-sustaining vegetative cover (this 
prohibition does not apply to properly designed, installed, and maintained livestock or farm 
equipment crossings). 

 

(e) (g)Nutrient Management Plans.  As specified in Technical Standard 590, the amount, form, timing, and 
placement of nutrient sources shall be done in accordance with an approved n 

1) Nutrient management plans that must be filed annually towith the department  by April 1st. the date 
identified by the Director.   

     2)  Nutrient mManagement Plan 590590 standard requirements shall apply to any or all of the following: 

a)  All landowners with an animal waste storage facilityies permitted  by this ordinanceregardless 
of date of construction. and  

b) All landowners, regardless if they have applied animal waste, whos who have received a bona 
fide offer of cost share funding for nutrient management planning consistent with required by 
ATCP 50.08..  

(f).  Compliance with Permit Requirements.  A person is in compliance with this ordinancesection if he or she 
follows the procedures and requirements of this ordinancesection, receives a permit from the Director or their 
designee prior to beginning activities requiring a permit and they comply with the requirements of the permit. 

No permit or approval pursuant to this chapter shall be issued where the applicant is in violation of this or any 
code administered by the Department or for any parcel(s) of land which has an outstanding violation until the 
violation has been corrected.  A request for waiver of these provisions may be made, to grant or deny a permit 
or approval on the merits of the application, to the Corporation Counsel and the Committee. 

Where issuance of an after-the-fact permit or approval would have the effect of correcting a violation it may 
be granted if all conditions required for issuance can be complied with. 

 
 (g) .  Requirements of cost sharing.   

 
   1)  Cost sharing for cropland and livestock facilities or operations will be consistent with ATCP 50.08.   
 

 Note: For determination of cost share eligibility, cropland (NR151.09 (4)(b) and livestock facilities 
(NR     151.095(5)(b) will be used to determine “new” or “existing” status.  

 
       
 
(4) STANDARDS. 

The Wisconsin Field Office Technical Guide of the United States Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A.) 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has been adopted by the Committee and the Department.  
These Technical Guides shall apply until amended or renumbered and then shall apply as amended or 
renumbered.  The following components of the Technical Guide will be used when a waste storage facility is 
to be constructed, installed, abandoned, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, converted, substantially 
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altered, closed or emptied for nutrient application:  313-Manure Waste Storage Facility; 520-Pond Sealing or 
Lining, Compacted Soil Treatment; 522-Pond Sealing or Lining, Concrete; 521-Pond Sealing or Lining, 
Geomembrane or Geosynthetic Clay Liner; 634-Waste Transfer System; 360-Waste Facility ClosureClosure of 
Waste Impoundment;  and 590-Nutrient Management. 
 
 

(5) APPICATION FOR AND ISSUANCE OF PERMITS 

 (a) Permit Required.  No person may undertake an activity subject to this ordinancesection without 
obtaining a permit from the Department prior to beginning the proposed activity. 

 

 (b) Exception to Permit Requirement.  All emergency repairs on any component of the waste storage 
facility or waste manure transfer system which cause any disruption of the original construction of the 
waste storage facility shall be done so as to restore the waste storage facility to the original state, as 
determined by the technical standards set forth in Section (4) above; and such repairs shall further be 
reported to the Department within two (2)two calendar days.  Nutrient management planning and 
implementation are also exempt from obtaining a permit. 

 (c) Fees. A non-refundable application fee and Waste Manure Storage Construction Permit fee under this 
ordinance shall be calculated utilizing the fee schedule adopted by the ERC Land Conservation and Zoning 
Committee.  The fee schedule may be amended as the ERC LC&Z Committee deems necessary.  A double 
fee maywill be charged for all after-the-fact applications and/or permits. 

 (d) Waste Storage Facility and WasteManure Transfer System.  Plans and Specifications.  Each application 
for a permit under this ordinancesection shall include plans and specifications prepared and approved by an 
agricultural or civil engineer registered with the State of Wisconsin or a DATCP or NRCS engineering 
practitioner, in accordance with the criteria of the appropriate standard. and shall describe the requirements 
for applying the practice to achieve its intended use.  

  TThe plans, specifications, and documentation for construction shall include: 
1. Management aAssessment. 
2. Site assessment. 
3. Safety design. 
4. Operation and mMaintenance plan. 
5. Nutrient mManagement plan. 
6. Construction plan, schedules, and staging. 
7. Construction iInspection plan. 
8. Final construction plan (as-built) showing any plan changes and certifying that the facility meets 

all applicable NRCS Standards.   
 

 

(e) (e)  Review of Application.  The Director or their designee shall receive and review all permit 
applications and shall:  determine:   

1.  Determine if the proposed waste storage facility and its waste manure transfer system meets required 
standards set forth in sub. (4) of this ordinancesection.  Within 15 twenty (20) business  days after 
receiving the completed application and fee, the department shall inform the applicant in writing 
whether the permit application is approved or disapproved.  If additional information is required, the 
department shall so notify the permit applicant in writing.  The department has twenty (20) business 
15 days from the receipt of the additional information in which to approve or disapprove the 
application.  If the department fails to approve or disapprove the permit application in writing within 
twenty (20) business15 days of the receipt of the permit application or if no written request for 
additional information is made by the department within twenty (20) business days additional 
information requested in writing by the department, the application shall be deemed approved and the 
applicant may proceed as if a permit had been issued.  
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(d) 2.    CAFO plans, specifications, and documentation for construction will not be reviewed and/or 
approved by the Department until they are reviewed and/or approved by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources. 

 
 

(f) Permit Conditions.  All permits issued under this ordinancesection shall be issued subject to the following 
conditions and requirements.  Activities authorized by permit shall be completed within 2 years from the 
date of issuance after which time such permit shall be void. 

 
1)    Waste storage facility and its waste transfer system design, construction, alteration or closure shall be 

according to Department approved standards and plans. 
2)    Permittees must obtain all required permits and authorizations before commencing construction 

activities. 
Note:  DNR and other permits may be required for construction site erosion control, storm water 

management, floodplain, shore land construction, and livestock facilities with 500 or more animal units.   
3)    2. The permittee shall give five (5) business working days'’ notice to the Department before starting 

any construction activity authorized by the permit. 
3. 4)    Approval in writing shall be obtained from the Department prior to any modifications to the 

approved waste storage facility plan. 
4. 5)    The agricultural or civil engineer registered with the State of Wisconsin or a DATCP or NRCS 

engineering practitioner shall certify in writing to the department within 30 days of project completion, 
that any activities permitted under this ordinance were installed as planned, meet the guidelines of the 
appropriate NRCS Standards, and provide an “as-built” set of plans to the Ddepartment. As-built 
documentation will be submitted to the department within 3 months of project completion.    

Note:  To be considered completed, a waste storage facility must be fully constructed as designed including a 
permanent mark/location for the maximum operating level and implementation/installation of all safety 
devices.   

  
 

(g) Permit Revocation.  The Director or designee may revoke any permit issued under this ordinancesection if 
the holder of the permit has misrepresented any material fact in the permit application or waste storage 
facility plan, or if the holder of the permit violates any of the conditions of the permit. The decision of the 
Director or designee may be appealed pursuant to section 8 below.   
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AWO 11.02(6) 

(6)  ADMINISTRATION 
 

(a)   Delegation of Authority.  The County hereby designates the Director, or designeethat 
person's representative for theto administrationer and enforcement of this ordinancesection. 

 
(b) Powers and Administrative Duties.  In the administration and enforcement of this ordinancesection, the 

Director or designeethat person's representative shall have the following powers and dutiesshall: 
1) .Keep an accurate record of all permit applications, waste storage facility plans, closures, permits 

issued, inspections made and other official actions.Advise applicants regarding the provisions of 
this ordinance and assist them in preparing permit   applications.  

2) .Receive, Rreview, and investigate permit applications and fees, and make inspections to 
determine      compliance with provisions of this ordinance.  

2)3) iIssue permits in accordance with thee terms and conditions of this ordinance.sub. (5) of this 
section. 

3)4) 3.Inspect the site of any permitted activity to ensure those activities are being conducteddone 
according to plan specifications. 

5) 4.Investigate complaints relating to compliance with this ordinancee section. 
4)6) Take actions as necessary to enforce the terms and conditions of this ordinance  
7) 5.Track landowner compliance with state agricultural performance standards as specified by this 

6.Perform other duties as specified in this ordinance.   
 
(cd)  Inspection and monitoring authority.   Inspection and monitoring authority is set forth in by Wis. Stats., Section 
92.07(14) Wisconsin Statsutes. ,. TThe Director, or designee is authorized to enter upon any lands affected by this 
ordinance section to inspect the land prior to or after permit issuance to determine compliance with this ordinance.  
Application and/or permit issuance shall constitute permission to enter upon all land that is or will be subject to 
permit requirements. Ifpermission cannot be received from the applicant or permittee, entry by the Director or that 
person'srepresentative, shall be according to §66.0119, Wisconsin Statutes. Refusal to grant permission to enterlands 
affected by this ordinance for purposes of inspection shall be grounds for permit denial or 
revocation. 
 
(e) Enforcement Authority. 
1. The Director, or that person's representative is authorized to post an order stopping work upon land 
which has had a permit revoked or is currently undergoing activity in violation of this section. 
Notice shall be given by both: Posting, upon the land where the violation occurs, one or more copies 
of a poster stating the violation, and; By mailing a copy of the order by certified mail to the person 
whose activity is in violation of this section. The order shall specify that the activity shall cease or be 
brought into compliance within 15 days. 
2. Any permit revocation or order stopping work shall remain in effect unless retracted by the 
Administrative Review Board, Marathon County General Code of Ordinances Chapter 24.02, the 
Director or by court of general jurisdiction; or until the activity is brought into compliance with this 
section. The Director is authorized to refer any violation of this section or of an order stopping work 
issued pursuant to this section to the Corporation Counsel for commencement of further legal 
proceedings. 
 

 
  
 
e) Abatement Order Authority.  The Department may issue an order to abate any violation of this ordinance 
with proper authorization.  In the event an offense is not abated as ordered, the county may take such action as 
is necessary to abate the offense and the cost of such abatement will become a lien upon the person’s property 
and may be collected in the same manner as other taxes.   

 
(d) Maintenance of Records.  The Director or designee shall maintain in the county records: 
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1) Keep an accurate record of all permit applications, waste storage facility plans, closures, permits 

issued, inspections made, enforcement actions taken, and all other official actions. 
2) Track landowner compliance with state agricultural performance standards and prohibitions as 

specified by this ordinance. 
 

(cge) Recording on the Deed.  In the case of idle waste storage facilities, if a landowner would like to do 
the minimum required to close the facility to a safe and sanitary condition, a landowner can sign an Affidavit 
of Closure that would be recorded on the deed to that parcel.  The affidavit will identify that this was a waste 
manure storage facility at one time, that it has been returned to a safe and sanitary condition pursuant to NRCS 
360, and if it is to be utilized as a wastemanure storage facility in the future, it is the responsibility of the 
landowner to obtain a permit and provide documentation that it meets current NRCS Standards prior to 
utilization. 

   
 (7) VIOLATIONS ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

a) Penalty.  Any person who violates, neglects or refuses to comply with, or resists the enforcement of any 
of the provisions of this section, shall be subject to a forfeiture as provided in §25.04 of this General 
Code.  A violation includes failure to comply with any standard of this section, or with any condition or 
qualification attached to the permit. 

 
 
 

(ad)   Enforcement and Penalties. 
  
1) Construction, alteration, or closure.  With respect to waste storage facilities that are currently under 
construction, undergoing alteration, or actively decommissioning: which are determined to be in violation 
of this ordinance: 

 a) The Director and or designee shall cause a stop work order to be posted as follows:  
1) Posting, upon the land where the violation occurs. 
2) By mailing a copy of the order to the address of all parties identified in the permit.   
3)  By mailing a copy of the order to the address of other persons whose activity is in violation of 
the ordinance 

 
 b)  The order shall specify the activity which constitutes a violation and shall set forth a reasonable 

time frame for the property to be brought into compliance.  Continued work which does not bring the 
property into compliance shall constitute a violation of this ordinance.     

   
                
               2) Operation and management.  With respect to waste storage facilities which are under active use or idle.   
 a)  Order for Abatement:  The Director and or designee may issue an order to abate any violation of 

this ordinance.   
 b) Permit Suspension or Revocation: The Director or designee may determine that the severity of a 

violation or repeated violations warrant suspension or revocation of the permit.  Continued operation 
after the permit is suspended or revoked shall constitute a violation of this ordinance.  

 
3) Citation:  Citation of not less than $5 nor more than $500 for each offense, plus the applicable 

surcharges, assessments and costs for each violation. 
 
4)  Pursue a long form summons and complaint through a court of law:   

 a) Each day a violation exists or continues shall be considered a separate offense under this   
ordinance. 

 b) Upon conviction by a court of law, pay a forfeiture of not less than $500 nor more than $5,000, 
plus the applicable surcharges, assessments and costs for each violation. 

 
  

5)  In addition, the Director may seek injunctive relief from a court of record to enjoin further violations. 
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6) Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent the Director or designee from pursuing any other remedies 
available at law for conduct that is violation of this ordinance including, but not limited to public nuisance 
procedures under Wis. Stats., Chapter 823 which provides among other things that the costs of abatement of a public 
nuisance by the County may be collected against the owner of the real estate upon which the public nuisance exists. 
Such costs of abatement may be recovered against the real estate as a special charge under Wis. Stats., 66.027 unless 
paid earlier. 

Enforcement of Injunction.  As a substitute for, or an addition to, forfeiture actions, the County may seek 
enforcement of any part of this section by court actions seeking injunctions or restraining orders. 

 
(8) APPEALS AND VARIANCES 
 

Appeals from any administrative order issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be governed by Chapter 24 of the 
General Codes of Ordinances.  Appeals from any County ordinance prosecution commenced pursuant to this 
Chapter, shall be governed by applicable state statutes concerning appeals. 

(a) Appeals.   
1. Under authority of Wis. Stats., Chapter 68, the Marathon County Board of Adjustment, created under, Wis. 

Stats., 59.69 and under Marathon County Code of Ordinances, and acting as an appeal authority under Wis. 
Stats., Section 59.694(7)(a), is authorized to hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error in 
any order, requirement, decision, or determination by the Director or their designee in administering this 
ordinance.   

2.   Any person having a substantial interest, which is adversely affected by the order, requirement, decision, or 
determination made under this ordinance may file an appeal. 

3. All appeals shall specify written evidence and the reason for the request, including which requirements from 
this ordinance are involved, and shall be filed via certified mail.   

4. The Board of Adjustment shall set a meeting to hear the appeal within ten (10) calendar days of receipt of 
the appeal.   

5. A written decision shall be mailed to the appellant within thirty (30) calendar days of the appeal.  The decision 
will affirm, deny, or modify the initial determination. 

6. The rules, procedures, duties, and powers of the Board of Adjustment and Wis. Stats., Chapter 68, shall apply 
to appeals filed under this section.  

(b) Variances. The Board of Adjustment may upon appeal authorize a variance from the requirements of this 
ordinance when, upon showing by the applicant, unnecessary hardship would result from literal enforcement of 
this ordinance. 

 
A variance shall:  

1. Be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this ordinance. 
2. Be based on unique circumstances and not to the general conditions of the area.  
3. Not be granted for a self-created hardship. 
4. Not permit an activity or practice that may fail structurally or otherwise and cause significant water 

pollution or other off-site impacts.  
5. Not be granted if the variance will result in an outcome that is contrary to the public interest and be 

damaging to the rights of other persons.  
1.6. Not be granted solely on the basis of economic gain or loss.  
7. Not be granted solely on the fact that certain conditions existed prior to the effective date of the ordinance  

 
(c) No variance from the standards in Technical Guide may be approved unless the county receives a variance or 

waiver from the technical standards through the NRCS or other qualified engineering authority. If public funds 
are involved, this may be a program requirement.  

 
(d) No variance from the performance standards and prohibitions in 11.02 (3)(a) above  may be granted unless the 

county complies with the variance requirements specified in NR 151.097, and receives approval from the 
Department of Natural Resources.  Requests for a variance shall be made in writing and shall provide information 
documenting the following:  
1. Compliance with the performance standard or technical standard is not feasible due to site conditions.  
2. The landowner or operator will implement best management practices or other corrective measures that 

ensure a level of pollution control that will achieve a level of water quality protection comparable to that 
afforded by the performance standards in NR 151.   

3. The landowner or operator or their agents or assigns did not create the conditions for which the variance is 
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requested.   

 







































RESOLUTION NO. R -   - 20 
 

PURCHASE OF CERES TIMBER LLC PROPERTY FOR COUNTY FOREST 
 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2018, the Marathon County Board of Supervisors approved 
Resolution #R-61-18 authorizing the application for funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Land Acquisition Grant program, secure an appraisal and negotiate the purchase with a landowner of 
200 acres in the Town of Hewitt, Marathon County, Wisconsin, and; 

 
WHEREAS, Ceres Timber LLC has accepted Marathon County’s offer of $370,000.00 for 200 

acres under the terms of the attached Agreement of Purchase and Sale; and;  
 

WHEREAS, the property is further described in addendum A attached to the Agreement of 
Purchase and Sale; and; 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has notified Marathon County it is 
eligible to receive a stewardship grant of $186,995.00; and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Human Resources, Finance and Property Committee, Environmental 

Resources Committee and the Forestry/Recreation Committee recommends purchasing the Ceres 
property to meet the objectives of the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Plan; and;  

 
WHEREAS, Objective 5.2 of the 2018 – 2022 Marathon County Strategic Plan promotes sound 

land use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions with economic 
development and growth; and;   
 

WHEREAS, Strategies “C” and “F” of the Strategic Plan are to acquire land for public park and 
forest use to retain natural landscapes and protect natural resources; and;  

 
WHEREAS, this purchase of land meets Outcome Measure 3 of the Strategic Plan of acquiring 

an average of 320 acres of land per year for the Marathon County Parks and Forests system; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of 
establishing County Forest land pursuant to SS 59.52(6) and 28.10, Stats; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, acquisition of this property would perpetually provide forest products to our local 
economy, revenues to the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and improve property 
administration on the County Forest; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, the leadership of the Town of Hewitt supports the County acquiring the property; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Marathon does hereby ordain 
and resolve as follows: 
 

1. To authorize the purchase of the Ceres Timber LLC property in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the Agreement of Purchase and Sale; and; 

  
2. That the County Forest blocking boundaries listed and described in Chapter 900 of the 

Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2006 – 2020 be amended to 
include this property;  

 
3. Direct the property to be entered under Wis. Stats. 28.11 and be designated as regular 

County forest lands; 
 



 
  

4. To authorize the proper County officials to execute the documents necessary to complete 
this transaction. 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is directed to issue checks pursuant to this 

resolution and the Treasurer to honor said checks. 
 
Dated this 24th day of March, 2020. 
 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES, FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
                                                     ________________________ 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
 

 
FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
 
Fiscal Impact Estimate: In total $373,990.00 for the purchase of this property to be funded as 
follows: 
 

1. Land Purchase – State Grant - $186,995.00 
  

2. Forestry Segregated Land Purchase Account - $35,000.00 
                         

3. Forestry State Aid Account - $127,524.00 
 

4. 2020 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Levy Budget - $24,471.00  
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RESOLUTION R- -2020 

Resolution adopting the 
Marathon County Solid Waste Management Board 

Strategic Plan 2020-2025 

WHEREAS, a Strategic Plan is a roadmap for organizational development by determining 
what services to provide to customers and how this is accomplished; and  

WHEREAS, under Wisconsin statute the Marathon County Solid Waste Management 
Board is authorized under Wisconsin Statute Chapter 59.70(2) to develop, manage, operate and 
plan for a countywide solid waste system; and 

WHEREAS, Marathon County Solid Waste Management Board has adopted a strategic 
plan that clarifies its mission, vision, goals and strategies to accomplish those goals; and 

WHEREAS, Marathon County Solid Waste Management Board’s adopted strategic plan 
has a short-term horizon (5 years), but will be subject to periodic updating and revision; and 

WHEREAS, Marathon County has an adopted Strategic Plan that supports collaboration, 
economic development, environmental protection, and accountability; and 

WHEREAS, Marathon County has an adopted a Comprehensive Plan that supports 
environmental protection and economic development; and 

WHEREAS, the Solid Waste Management Board Strategic Plan 2020-2025 is aligned with 
Marathon County’s strategic and comprehensive plans; and 

WHEREAS, the Solid Waste Management Board approved its Strategic Plan 2020-2025 
at its February 10, 2020 meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee has reviewed 
and approved the Solid Waste Management Board Strategic Plan 2020-2025; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Marathon does hereby adopt the attached Strategic Plan 2020-2025 for the Marathon County 
Solid Waste Management Board. 

Dated this  day of March 2020. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Fiscal Note: Adoption of the Strategic Plan is and of itself will not result in any expenditure of 
County funds.  The action items all have fiscal implications which will be 
considered and reported during the term of the Strategic Plan as part of the annual 
budget of the Solid Waste Department. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To provide the residents, businesses and organizations of  the region with a cost-
effective, comprehensive integrated waste management system.  The system con-
sists of  programming, education and consulting services on waste reduction, recy-
cling, composting and hazardous waste management, along with landfill disposal, 
with landfill-gas-to-energy production.   

VISION STATEMENT  

We are the integrated waste management system of  choice, fostering economic de-
velopment, while protecting the environment and public health. 

What does the Marathon County Solid Waste Management Board DO to ensure 
success? 

 

We manage financial resources efficiently and effectively.  

We empower residents to manage waste to their benefit. 

We advance recycling efforts. 

We enable alternative uses for waste.  
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STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS:   

In April 2013, the Solid Waste Management Board began the work of  build-
ing its first strategic plan. That plan would set the direction and work plan of  
the Solid Waste Department for the three to five years following adoption of  
the plan. It took over ten months of  work and great collaborative efforts be-
tween the Board, department staff  and other stakeholders, to evaluate the 
strengths, problems, opportunities, and threats of  not only the department, 
but the entire waste industry, to complete the Plan. Ultimately, the Plan 
served as the overarching framework, along with the County’s Strategic Plan, 
for everything from daily operations of  the Solid Waste Department to the 
creation of  new programs and partnerships that would help both the depart-
ment and the county achieve its goals. In early 2019, the Board started the 
process to evaluate and update the Strategic Plan. This updated Plan sets the 
direction for the next five years and is designed to make the Marathon County 
Solid Waste Department the “integrated waste management system of  choice, 
fostering economic development while protecting human health and the envi-
ronment” and by doing so helping Marathon County be the “healthiest, safest, 
most prosperous county in the State.” 
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STRATEGIC GOAL 1 

Maximize economic opportunities from landfill operations 

Objective 1: Incubate businesses that maximize resource recovery. 

Objective 2: Maintain and build positive relationships with current and fu-

ture customers. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 2 

Engage Marathon County residents and businesses to divert solid 

waste into productive use such as but not limited to hazardous house-

hold, food, and construction and demolition 

Objective 1: Collaborate with schools and community to learn about solid 

waste options. 

Objective 2: Engage the agricultural community in managing solid waste. 

Objective 3: Enlist the media to raise awareness in the community. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 3 

Making recycling easy and understandable 

Objective 1: Collaborate with community partners to reward recycling. 

Objective 2: Advocate for policies which encourage recycling. 

Objective 3: Create educational opportunities that support recycling. 
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STRATEGIC GOAL 4 

Shift the paradigm to alternative uses for waste 

Objective 1: Maximize the efficiency of  the landfill. 

Objective 2: Facilitate productive uses of  wasted food. 

Objective 3: Assess current construction and demolition waste resources. 

Objective 4: Reward construction and demolition recycling and reuse. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 5 

Influence state policy in order to make the highest and best uses of  

waste resources 

Objective 1: Strengthen relationship with legislators and educate them 

about recycling and responsible units. 

Objective 2: Clarify understanding of  current laws for the county, munici-

palities and businesses. 

Objective 3: Provide leadership in Marathon County in developing policies. 

Objective 4: Develop recommendations based on case studies of  success 

from other states. 

Objective 5: Collaborate with community partners and organizations to in-

fluence business recycling. 

Objective 6: Provide leadership to Marathon County, municipalities and 

businesses to enforce current laws and standards on recycling. 
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To access the strategic plan, please go to  

www.co.marathon.wi.us or www.marathonsolidwaste.org 

Marathon County Solid Waste Department 

172900 State Highway 29 

Ringle, WI 54471 

Phone: 715-446-3101 

Toll Free: 877-270-3989 

Fax: 715-446-2906 

https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/
http://www.marathoncountysolidwaste.org/


 

 

MARATHON COUNTY 
RESOLUTION FOR RUNOFF MANAGEMENT GRANTS 

WHEREAS, Marathon County is interested in acquiring a grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for 
the purpose of implementing measures to control agricultural or urban stormwater runoff pollution sources (as described in 
the application and pursuant to ss. 281.65 or 281.66, Wis. Stats., and chs. NR 151, 153 and 155); and 

 

WHEREAS, a cost-sharing grant is required to carry out the project: 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Marathon County hereby authorizes the Land and Water Program Director of 
Marathon County Conservation, Planning   and Zoning  Department  to act on behalf of Marathon County to: 
 Sign and submit an application to the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for any financial aid 

that may be available; 
 Sign a grant agreement between the local government (applicant) and the Department of Natural Resources; 
 Enter into cost-share agreements with landowner / operator to install best management practices (BMP); 
 Make cost-share payment to landowner/operator after payment is requested, evidence of contractor payment by 

landowner/operator has been received, and grantee has verified proper BMP installation; 
 Sign and submit reimbursement claims along with necessary supporting documentation;  
 Sign and submit interim and final reports and other documentation as required by the grant agreement; 
 Sign and submit an Environmental Hazards Assessment Form, if required; and  
 Take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Marathon County shall comply with all state and federal laws, regulations and permit 
requirements pertaining to implementation of this project and to fulfillment of the grant document provisions. 

 
Adopted this 5th day of March 2020 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Environmental Resources Committee at a legal meeting 
on 5th day of March 2020. 

 

 
 

                                          Authorized Signature:   ______________________________________ 

                                                                                  Jacob Langenhahn (Chairman)  

                                                                                     Environmental Resources Committee 

 
 
 
 

Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department 
210 River Drive• Wausau, Wisconsin 54403-5449 

Phone 715-261-6000 • Marathon County 800-236-0153 • Fax 715-261-6016 cpz@co.marathon.wi.us 

mailto:cpz@co.marathon.wi.us
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“Stone Horizon” 
Town of Rib Mountain  

Final County Plat  
Staff Report 

Environmental Resources Committee 
March 5, 2020 

 
 

PLAT REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Survey 
o Plat complies with Chapter 236.34 of the Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter A-E7 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code 

and Chapter 18 of the Marathon County Code of Ordinances regarding subdivisions and mapping. 
 Zoning 

o Plat is located in Rib Mountain and is town zoned with ER-1 (Estate Residential) zoning. This district permits one 
dwelling per acre. 

 Environmental Conditions 
o Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP) has been submitted. 
o Erosion Control Plan included with SWMP. 
o Wetlands are shown and will not be impacted by the development. Approval letter from the Army Corps of Engineers 

was received by CPZ (Conservation, Planning, and Zoning). 
 Sanitary Sewer 

o A map was provided by a certified soil tester during the earlier submittals with approved Private Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment System (POWTS) locations identified for lots shown on the previous submittals. 

o Developer still working on POWTS locations for the additional lots. 
 Access 

o All proposed lots will have access to an improved public road. 
o Access from the proposed White Oak Road to County Road N has been approved by Marathon County Highway 

Department. 
 
PREVIOUS APPROVALS 

 
 August 2, 2018 – ERC approved request for modification from the Land Division Code, Section 18.22(5)(b), for a dead end 

road greater than 850 feet. 
 August 2, 2018 – ERC conditionally approved the preliminary plat of “Stone Horizon” requiring a Wetland Delineation Report 

and a concurrence letter from the Army Corps of Engineers. 
 December 6, 2018 – ERC approved the 1st submittal of the final plat of “Stone Horizon”. The final plat excluded a portion of 

the area originally shown in the preliminary plat, but otherwise substantially conformed to the preliminary plat. 
 August 1, 2019 – ERC approved the 2nd submittal of the final plat of “Stone Horizon”. Outlot 1 shown on the final plat was 

expanded to accommodate a larger storm water management area required by the Town of Rib Mountain, but otherwise 
substantially conformed to the preliminary plat. 

 February 6, 2020 – ERC approved the 3rd submittal of the preliminary plat of “Stone Horizon”.  
 
NOTES 
 
This final plat substantially conforms to the preliminary plat that was approved by ERC on February 6, 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

Based on the information provided, CPZ staff recommend that the Environmental Resources Committee approve the proposed final 
County plat of “Stone Horizon”. 

 









 Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department 
 2019 County Forest Division Annual Report 
 
 January 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019 
 
Program Highlights: 
 
 Net timber sale revenue to Marathon County of $591,768. 
 
 Total net revenue for the Forestry Division program was $651,546 and expenses were               
      $354,742.  Returned $296,804 to the general fund. 
 
 Accepted a donation of 79.67 acres of land in the Town of Easton from the Wausau and     

Marathon County Parks Foundation and created a new Forest Unit called Miller Forest.  
                     
 Purchased 199.84 acres of land in the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit to add to the County   
      Forest. 
            
 Practiced sustainable forestry on 902 acres on the Marathon County Forest.  This is based on 

closed out sales with DNR in 2019. 
 

 Received 726 hours of WDNR technical and field assistance in completing work on the Marathon 
County Forest. 

 
 Continued participation as a member of the Wisconsin County Forests Association Forest 

Legislative/Certification Committee. 
 
 Began the revision of the 15-year County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2021-2035. 
 
 Continued participation in the County Forest Administrator grant program that funds one-half the 

salary and fringe benefits of the Forest Administrator position. 
 
 Continued participation in third party forest certification under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

(SFI) standard. 
 
 Resurfaced 2.65 miles of roads and trails in LeatherCamp and Kronenwetter Forest Units adding 

3302 yards of granite and 108 yards of breaker. 
 

 The second High School Mountain Bike Race was held at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation 
Area with 709 participants resulting in $5,689.00 in revenue.  The same race will be held in 2020.   

 
 Regulated uses at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area to allow all user groups to have safe 

and quality recreation experiences. 
 
 Two regular Mountain Bike Races were held at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area with 584 

participants resulting in $7,795.25 in revenue for Marathon County. 
 

 Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area hosted the third annual Ragnar Trail relay                       
      running race with approximately 2900 participants resulting in $21,294.00 in revenue.  
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Land Holdings: 
Acreage in 2019: 

County Forest - Regular County Forest Law 29,842.53 
County Forest - Special County Forest Law 631.77 
Total County Forest 30,474.30 
 
Other Land Holdings: 

Parking & road access 8.59 
Farm Lease 80.00 
McMillan Marsh Lease (DNR) 1,661.40 
Under water, island & wetlands 192.74 
Railroad ROW/Snowmobile Trail 85.04 
Total Other Lands 2,027.77 
 
Total Lands Managed: 32,502.07 Acres 
 

Timber Management, Cultural Projects, and Reforestation: 
Timber Sales: 
Timber sales generated 16,638 cords of pulpwood and 799,000 board feet of logs worth 
$845,383.37(unaudited) in 2019.  The following is a listing of the gross value of timber cut from the 
forest over the past 10 years: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Marathon County Forest 
Timber Sales Annual Gross Revenue – Cut and Hauled 

 
 
 
 
 
Other Timber Sale Data: 

2010 $526,099.29 2015 $66,366.74 
2011 $419,917.34 2016 $531,022.66 
2012 $323,146.07 2017 $347,274.04 
2013 $477,122.61 2018 $714,895.21 
2014 $242,865.33 2019 $845,383.37 
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New sales – 10 were established on 644 acres with 15,323 cords appraised at $701,970.75.             
    Marathon County Forest    

Timber Sales Annual Sold Value 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Sold sales - 10 of 11 sales advertised were sold in 2019 for a value of $735,080.30. 
 
2. Uncompleted timber contracts – 23 with 27,094 cord equivalents worth $1,296,980.20.           
3. Cut volume reports filed with DNR (form 2460): 
 Final reports – 15 sales worth $1,149,070.86 
 Partial reports - 0 sales worth $0. 
4. Severance paid to DNR on interest free loans $229,814.17. 
5. Severance Tax Escrow for Town payments (10% of gross receipts) $84,538.37.         
6. Firewood permits – 10 permits were issued worth $300.00. 
7. New sale establishment – evaluated 694 acres for potential sale (established 644 acres). 
8. Forest reconnaissance – updated 2488 acres. 
9. Completed a forest inventory and timber management recommendations for 118 acres at Mission 

Lake County Park.  
10. Established and began administering a 23 acre timber sale at Mission Lake County Park. 
11. Established and administered a 10 acre timber sale for the Marathon County Solid Waste 

Department.   
12. Completed a forest inventory and timber management recommendations for the 1568 acre Big Eau 

Pleine County Park.   
 
Cultural Projects: 
1. Classified forest habitat types on 112 acres for inclusion in our GIS database. 
2. Monitored for additional oak wilt areas in Nine Mile and Kronenwetter Forest Units. 
3. Identified three new pockets of oak trees in Nine Mile infected with the oak wilt fungus, treatment 

on five trees was completed.  All sites will be monitored in 2020.  
4. Utilized a portion of a $31,200 Sustainable Forestry grant to control invasive species and unwanted 

shrubs on several areas of the forest to promote hardwood and oak regeneration at Kronenwetter 
and Leather Camp Forest Units.  Treatment will continue in 2020. 

5. Treated areas of tansy, thistle and spotted knapweed on several wildlife flowage dikes and forest 
unit trails. 

6. Completed deer browse surveys at Big Eau Pleine County Park.  This will continue in 2020 and 
beyond. 

7. Completed deer browse surveys on 115 acres of the Marathon County Forest. 
8. Scarified 24 acres of the forest floor to prepare the site for oak acorn seedling germination at 

Kronenwetter Forest Unit using DNR heavy equipment. 
 
Reforestation: 
1.   Planted 500 white spruce and white pine on a log landing area in the Kronenwetter Forest Unit.  
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Road, Trail, and Facility Construction and Maintenance: 
1. APHIS trapped 68 beaver and removed 37 dams at problem locations in the county forest.  Three 

dams were blown using dynamite.  
2. Replaced 12 culverts at Nine Mile, Leather Camp, and Kronenwetter Forest Units and added 

granite in problem locations.  
3. Brushed approximately 11 miles of roads and trails in the Burma Road Forest Unit. 
4. Placed 3410 yards of granite and breaker on forest trails in the Kronenwetter and Leather Camp 

Forest Units. 
5. Completed repairs to dikes and water control structures from muskrat and beaver damage. 
6. Reconstructed several segments of Nine Mile ski trails to improve drainage and level the surface 

including repairs to several sections due to heavy use and erosion. 
7. Performed normal maintenance on 190 miles of forest roads and trails. 
8. Graded several sections of the Burma Road ATV trails to prevent erosion. 
9. Inspected County Forest boundaries to control encroaching land uses. 
10. Removed blown over trees on mountain bike, ski and hunter walking trails at Nine Mile and 

Leather Camp Forest Units. 
11. Repaired gates on roads and trails that access the County Forest. 
12. Repaired deer exclusion fences at Big Eau Pleine Park.  They are installed to collect data on deer 

browsing.   
 
Administration: 

1. Continued the utilization of the DNR forestry reconnaissance program (WisFIRS).  
2. Evaluated two parcels for potential land acquisition as an addition to County Forest land. 
3. Applied and received a $344,025.20 Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant to help in the purchase 

199.84 acres of land to add to the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit. 
4. Revised the Event and Use Regulations policy for Nine Mile County Forest to minimize user 

conflicts and balance all the competing uses. 
5. Developed policy and implemented principals of Forest Certification - Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative (SFI) on the Marathon County Forest. 
6. Drafted amendments to the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan to reflect forest 

certification, language and policy changes. 
7. Located and assisted in the purchase of approximately 100 cords of firewood for campers for use 

at the County Park campgrounds. 
8. Assisted in the update of the 2019-2023 County Outdoor Recreation Plan for parks. 
9. The Chief Ranger retired in August.  Two Recreational Safety Deputies were hired and since late 

October removed five illegal tree stands from County Forest lands.  Recreation Deputies also 
investigated reports of ten illegal tree stands on County Forest Land, issuing one citation. They 
investigated complaints of illegal snowmobile use on forest land, target shooting in forest unit 
parking lots, and destruction of property. At Nine Mile Forest Unit, Deputies have conducted 
numerous patrols checking for cross country ski passes issuing multiple warnings. 

10. Issued five ATV/UTV disabled person access permits to people with disabilities for County 
Forest access.   

11. Revisions were drafted to Chapter 16 of the County Forest Ordinances and were adopted by 
County Board in 2019.   

12. Held quarterly meetings with the Forest Citizen’s Advisory Subcommittee to discuss forestry and 
recreation issues. 

 
Wildlife and Fisheries Management: 
In cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: 
1. Maintained 17 flowages. 
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2. Mowed forest openings, Nine Mile and Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit flowage dikes and the Bitzke 
Bird Walk trail. 

3. Repaired severe muskrat and beaver damage on Steinke Dike at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit 
utilizing a contractor.  

4. Received a $4,000 Pittman/Robertson grant and completed additional wildlife work on the County 
Forest.   

5. Mowed most forest unit trails suitable for mowing. 
6. Treated 17 out of 72 forest openings in the forest units by either mowing or applying herbicides. 

Three other openings were field checked and didn’t need treatment. 
7. Sheared 18 acres of tag alder in the Leather Camp Forest Unit to create habitat for grouse, 

woodcock and other early successional species.   
8. Seeded 2.5 miles of roads and trails with a wildlife mixture in Kronenwetter and Leather Camp 

Forest Units. 
9. Removed cattails in front of the water control structure at Bern Forest Unit utilizing Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funding.  Removal of additional cattail masses will 
continue in 2020 and beyond. 

10. Seeded 115 lbs. of wild rice in flowages at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit. 
11. Completed a furbearer track survey in Kronenwetter and Leather Camp Forest Units.  Wolves, 

coyote, fisher and bobcat tracks were observed. 
12. Chemically or manually treated tansy, spotted knapweed and thistle along 8.25 miles of trails and 

flowage dikes at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit.  
13. Testified in favor of additional antlerless tags to the County Deer Advisory Council (CDAC) in an 

attempt to reduce the deer population in areas of County Forests with tree regeneration problems.    
 
Recreation: 
Nine Mile County Forest Cross Country Ski Trails: 
The ski season opened on January 24, 2019 and the chalet closed for the season on March 23, 2019.   
 
The Wausau Nordic Ski Club offered free adult ski lessons on Tuesday evenings in January.  However, 
two of these were cancelled due to the lack of snow. The County assisted by allowing free ski rental 
and free ski passes for those taking lessons.  This partnership was developed to help promote the ski 
area and increase the interest in cross country skiing.   
 
The Snekkevik ski race and Badger State Games were cancelled due to the lack of snow.  Special 
Olympics was held and had 300 participants and $714.76 in revenue.  Stomp the Swamp Snowshoe 
race was again held in February with 44 participants resulting in $644.00 in revenue.  Total annual 
receipts associated with skiing and snowshoe activity was $54,132.98.  
 
Ski Trail Maintenance at Nine Mile Forest Unit: 
1. Brushing of all trails is ongoing, and the efforts of the volunteers are greatly appreciated.  
2. Volunteers from the Nordic Ski Club sponsored work days in October.  They performed tasks such 

as rock picking, lifting trees and brushing trails. 
3. Trail signs were inspected and damaged trail signs replaced, some new signage added, this work 

will continue in 2020 as the signage is evaluated and updated. 
4. Numerous heavy rain events caused moderate to severe erosion on ski trails that was repaired by 

County operations staff in 2019.   
 

Mountain Biking at Nine Mile Forest Unit: 
The 2019 mountain bike season opened at noon on May 15 because the April snowstorms caused wet 
conditions.  The bike trails closed as scheduled on October 15. 
There were four Mountain Bike events held at Nine Mile in 2019; The Wisconsin Endurance Mountain 
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Bike Series, NICA High School Race, Wausau 24 and the first ever IronBull Granite Grinder.  A total 
of 1144 daily passes and 490 annual passes were sold in 2019.  Total receipts associated with mountain 
biking in 2019 totaled $31,364.99.  Central Wisconsin Off-Road Cycling Coalition, (CWOCC) 
continues to be a great partner in maintaining the trail system.  The volunteers donate many hours of 
their time to maintain the single track trails. 
 
Other Recreation: 
1. Three cross country running races were held at Nine Mile in 2019. 
2. Five ATV safety classes were held in the north parking lot at Nine Mile Forest Unit in 2019. 
3. Issued twenty-six undesignated camping permits for county forests in 2019 resulting in $390 in 

revenue. 
4. The number of people using all County Forest Units continues to increase.  Activities such as 

hiking, dog walking, berry picking and horseback riding are growing and the demand for more 
trails is increasing. 

 
Recreational GIS Mapping: 
1. Completed 22 ATV/Snowmobile grant maps for Marathon County. 
2. Completed 3 new playground maps for resurfacing purposes for City Parks. 
3. Completed a Nine Mile cross country lighted loop trail map. 
4. Completed maps for parkland potential acquisitions near Brokaw. 
5. Completed Sylvan Hill Park tubing hill snow depth map. 
6. Created 2 new maps for the Eau Claire Dells and Marathon Park electrical upgrades. 
7. Completed 12 different map edits for inclusion into the County Outdoor Recreation Plan. 
8. Created 16 new plow maps for sidewalks/trails for Park Operation personnel to follow. 
9. Created 4 new show shoe trail maps for Nine Mile Forest. 
10. Created a Rivers Edge trail map.   
 
Snowmobile Trails: 
1. Trails were open 39 days during the 2018-19 season.  Looking back 27 years, the seasonal average 

has been 45 days. 
2. Six local snowmobile clubs contract with Marathon County to groom, sign, brush and perform 

other work related to maintaining the trail system on County Forest property. 
3. Clubs are responsible for signing the trails to DNR specifications.   
4. The Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department annually update the snowmobile trail map for the    

Snowmobile Council to print. This year a new map was NOT printed. In the future, a new map will  
be printed each year.  

5. Printed trail maps are made available at numerous locations throughout Marathon County.  
6. Marathon County snowmobile clubs continue to receive financial assistance for trail maintenance  

from the Snowmobile and ATV Aids Programs through grants administered by the Parks,  
Recreation and Forestry Department and disbursed by the DNR. 

7. The snow and trail conditions hotline is no longer used for reporting snow conditions or trail 
changes. This was due to the long process for updating the automated message and with constantly 
changing weather conditions updates are needed to occur quickly.  

8. Current trail conditions are also updated by the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department on the  
Marathon County website, on Facebook and the Travel Wisconsin website. 

 
9. The Snowmobile Automated Reporting System (SNARS) became mandatory for all snowmobile  

clubs statewide with the 2017-2018 season.  SNARS is a computer program that was developed to  
improve the accurate and timely reporting of County trail maintenance expenses and other data to  
the DNR. 
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Burma Forest ATV/UTV Trails: 
1. Summer trails were maintained using $3,374.16 of State ATV/UTV trail maintenance funds.  More 

work will be completed this summer in the Burma Forest Unit than was done the past season. 
2. The Mid-Wisconsin Trailblazers ATV Club, through a contract with Marathon County, was 

responsible for the routine maintenance of 11 miles of summer ATV/UTV trails. 
3. Volunteers from the Mid-Wisconsin Trailblazers ATV Club continued their trail patrol to 

encourage safe and ethical riding.  Patrol members talked to other riders about the importance of 
staying on the trail. 

 
Public Outreach/Professional Development: 
1. Forest Administrator served as a member of the Wisconsin County Forests Association 

Legislative/Certification, Personnel, DNR Budget, Dues and Bylaws and Roads Committees. 
2. Attended several Society of American Foresters, Wisconsin County Forests Association and Forest 

Certification training sessions. 
3. A Recreation intern participated in a forest management job shadow with the County Forester.    
4. County Forester gave a presentation on forest management to members of the Wisconsin 

Woodland Owners Association at Nine Mile Forest. 
5. County Forester gave a presentation to 26 - 4K and kindergarten students on tree identification at 

DC Everest middle school. 
6. County Forest Administrator and County Forester attended Safety and County Awareness training 

sessions. 
7. Forest Administrator attended County IDEAS training.   
8. County Forester attended Forest Metrix training using I-Pads for use in field data collection.   
9. County Forester was appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Culture Action 

planning team.  
10. Analyzed plant samples for insect and disease problems. 
11. Interviewed by media on forestry related issues. 
12. Created interpretive displays to educate the public about the benefits of sustainable forest 

management. 
13. Attended leadership development meetings for Marathon County managers. 
 
Budget Summaries (available upon request)     
Forest Resources:             Debt Redemption: 

County Forest Program     General Debt - Aid to County Forest 
County Forest Administrator 

 County Forest Road Aids            Recreation: 
County Conservation Aids    Burma Trail ATV 19-20 
FEMA Cattail Removal     Cross-Country Ski Trails 
Sustainable Forestry     General Fund - Snowmobile Coordinator 
Segregated Land      Snowmobile Grant 19-20 
Wildlife Habitat 
Forestry State Aid 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
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