
 
MARATHON COUNTY  

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
FAXED TO: SIGNED    
 News Dept. at Daily Herald (715-848-9361), City Pages (715-848-5887), Presiding Officer or Designee 
 Midwest Radio Group (715-848-3158), Marshfield News (877-943-0443), 
 TPP Printing (715 223-3505), CenterState Marketplace (715-446-2370) NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE: 
Date: December 20, 2018  Date:    
Time: 12:45 p.m.  Time:  a.m. / p.m. 
By: cek  By: County Clerk  

Date & Time of Meeting: Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: 212 River Drive, Room 5 Wausau 54403 

Committee Members: Jacob Langenhahn - Chair ; Randy Fifrick -Vice-chair;  Rick Seefeldt,  Allen Drabek, Ashley Lange, Jim Bove,  
Sara Guild, Allen Opall, Kelly King - FSA Member, Marilyn Bhend – WI Towns & Villages Association  (non-voting member) 
Marathon County Mission Statement:  Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing county, regional, 
and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that 
make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business. (Last updated  
12-20-05). 
Environmental Resources Committee Mission Statement:  Provide leadership for the implementation of the County Strategic Plan, 
monitoring outcomes, reviewing and recommending to the County Board policies related to environmental resource initiatives of Marathon 
County.  (Revised:  04/17/12) 

1. Call meeting to order 
2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) 
3. Approval of December 6, 2018 Committee minutes 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution: 
 A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its Consideration 

(County Zoning changes)            
B. Review and Possible Recommendation to the County Board for its Consideration (Town Zoning changes pursuant to 

§60.62(3) Wis. Stats.) 
    1. Town of Wausau text amendments 
    2. Town of Weston zone change     

 C. Review and Possible Action  
      1. Certified Survey Map Approval – Town of Easton – Change of subdivision plat boundary (Fieri)                  
5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 

A. Department Updates: Conservation, Planning, and Zoning, Parks, Recreation, and Forestry, and Solid Waste Department  
B. Planned updates to the Private Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15 and need for public hearing in February 2019 
C. Review of topics relating to revisions to Land Division Code, Chapter 18, for future policy discussion 

6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
A. Should Marathon County develop more restrictive standards for the application of manure during high risk times for 

farms licensed by the County? 
 Next Steps: 

   1.  Policy position paper (background, current situation, opportunity for a new approach, proposed changes) 
2. Seek guidance and authority from DNR and/or DATCP to exceed State Performance Standard 
3. Engage community stakeholders   

7. Next meeting date, time & location and Agenda items: 
A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
B.  Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 

8. Adjournment 

mailto:infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us
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Attendance: Member Present Not present 
 Chair Jacob Langenhahn ................ X (arrived at 4:30)                       
 Vice-Chair Randy Fifrick ......................... X                                                    
 Rick Seefeldt ......................... X  

 Jim Bove  .............................. X                     
 Allen Drabek .......................... X                        
 Ashley Lange ........................ X  
 Sara Guild…………………….X  
 Allen Opall ……………………X  
 Marilyn Bhend  ......................  (Via phone) 
 Kelly King  ............................. X                     
Also present:  Rebecca Frisch, Paul Daigle, Lane Loveland, Teal Fyksen, Dominique Swangstu– Conservation, 
Planning, and Zoning (CPZ); Jamie Polley, Tom Lovlien – Park Recreation and Forestry (PRF); Arnold Schlei; Tim 
Vreeland; Dave Kraus; Brian Kowalski – City Pages; Rick Christiansen; Keith Rahm; Greg Stark and Brian Sodke. 

1. Call to order – Called to order by Vice Chair Fifrick at 3:00 p.m. at 212 River Drive – Room 5, Wausau, WI.  
2. Public Comment – None. 
3. Approval of November 1, 2018 Environmental Resources Committee minutes with clarifications.  
 Motion / second by King / Drabek to approve of the November 1, 2018 Environmental Resources Committee minutes 

as distributed.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution:  

 A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its     
Consideration (County Zoning Changes) 

     1. Application for petition for text amendment to Marathon County General Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 Section 
17.204.42(E) fence and wall requirements for public or self-storage facilities    

Discussion:  Loveland was sworn in and reviewed the memo that was included in the meeting packet. The proposed 
text amendment is to remove the requirement of having a fence or wall for public or self-storage facilities. The text 
amendment process initiated by the property owner was also reviewed. CPZ staff will seek feedback from Towns with 
County Zoning and Town Zoning on proposed text amendment and compile a report with the results.  CPZ will also 
review if there is any legal liability with not requiring a fence or wall for public or self-storage facilities. 
Sodke was sworn in and explained the difficulty of the storage area being completely enclosed by a fence. Sodke 
explained the difficulty with snow removal.  
Stark was sworn in and is in favor of keeping the ordinance as is. He stated the fence keeps animals and people from 
intruding. 
There was no additional testimony if favor or opposed to this rezone request. Testimony portion of the hearing was 
closed at 3:23 p.m.   

 Action: Motion / second by King /Guild to recommend to recess the hearing for the text amendments to Chapter 17 
Section 17.204.42(E) fence and wall requirements for public or self- storage facilities for 90 days with more 
information from County zoned and town Zoned Towns within Marathon County. Motion carried by voice vote, no 
dissent. 
Follow through: CPZ staff will work with towns and Corporation Counsel and report back to the committee within 90 
days. 

     2.  Public testimony on text amendments to Marathon County General Code of Ordinances Chapter 13 Livestock 
Facilities Licensing Ordinance 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the proposed changes which include a number of definitions and to develop language 
to ensure no lapse of license for facilities over the 1000 animal unit threshold to continue to maintain the Livestock 
Siting license through the County until a DNR permit is obtained. Language was enhanced to provide clear guidance 
on compliance monitoring and enforcement action, if needed. An appeal process for enforcement decisions was also 
added. Daigle discussed additional requirements needed to protect water quality. Daigle referenced the 
Comprehensive, Strategic (Objectives 5.2 and 6.3), Big Eau Pleine Reservoir and Land and Water Resource 
Management plans that Marathon County has adopted to tie in the need for enhanced water quality protection.    
Daigle is recommending additional requirements for livestock operations to restrict when operators can spread 
livestock manure during the highest risk times of the year. Staff is seeking approval to develop language to restrict 
spreading to time of the year when runoff risk is lower. This restriction would be very similar what is required by 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) permitted livestock operations (CAFO’s).  Marathon County would also 
need approval from the DNR/ Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) to put these 
safeguards and further restrictions in this ordinance. Committee discussed concerns with the farm economy but also 
our declining water quality.  It was also mentioned that there are currently 11 farms under this ordinance, they are 
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medium sized operations.  Ordinance changes would not affect the majority of livestock farmers in the county, unless 
they were to grow.  Agreed further discussion is needed on this matter.  Testimony portion of the hearing was closed 
at 3:50 p.m. 

 Action: Motion / second by King /Lange to recommend to recess the hearing for the amendments to Chapter 13 
Livestock Facilities Licensing Ordinance. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: CPZ staff to explore and engage with stakeholders/ DNR to bring back language to a future meeting. 

3. Public testimony on text amendments to Marathon County General Code of Ordinances Chapter 21 Nonmetallic 
Mining Reclamation Ordinance          
Discussion:   Fyksen was sworn in and reviewed the memo that was included in the meeting packet. The nonmetallic 
fees would be removed from the Code and placed on a separate fee schedule. All language related to the 
Administrative Rule Natural Resources 340 (NR340)/WI Stats Chapter 30 has been removed from the code. 
Marathon County has jurisdiction for all mine sites within the County, except those municipalities that have adopted 
their own nonmetallic mining reclamation code.   
Testimony portion of the hearing was closed at 4:00 p.m.   
Action: Motion / second by Opall / Bove to recommend approval of the text amendments to Marathon County 
General Code of Ordinances Chapter 21 Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance to County Board. Motion 
carried by voice vote, no dissent 
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 4. Tim Vreeland on behalf of Kolby Construction LLC – G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential – Town of 
Easton     
Discussion:  Swangstu was sworn in, noting that this request to rezone was recessed from the November 1, 2018 
meeting due to the applicant reviewing the rezone with the town to clarify the rezoning application. CPZ staff and the 
applicant attended the Town of Easton December town board meeting at which time it was recommended by the 
town to change the request from LDR, low density residential to RR, rural residential. Swangstu reviewed the staff 
report, noting the decision sheet had been included in the meeting packet.  The request to rezone the 38.5 acre 
parcel would allow for the creation of a new residential subdivision in a less dense zoning district, Rural Residential 
(R-R). CPZ staff would recommend approval of this rezone. 
Vreeland was sworn in and explained the rezone request and agreed that the minimum lot size for the future 
subdivision would be 2 acres as required in the RR zoning district. 
Testimony portion of the hearing was closed at 4:06 p.m.   
Action: Motion / second by Guild / King to recommend approval to County Board, of the Tim Vreeland on behalf of 
Kolby Construction LLC rezone request.  Committee determined the rezone is consistent with the Marathon County 
and Town comprehensive plans, and is not in the Farmland Preservation Plan.  Adequate facilities are present and 
providing public facilities will not burden local government.  The rezone should not result in any adverse effect on 
natural areas.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting.   
B. Review and Possible Recommendation to the County Board for its Consideration  

       1. Approving an Application to Acquire State Funding Through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program 
Discussion:  Lovlien recommended forwarding the resolution to County Board for its consideration.  It will allow the 
County to apply for State Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant that would fund up to 50% of the purchase of 199.84 
acres in the Town of Hewitt. 
Action:  Motion / second by Seefeldt / Opall to approve and forward to County Board for its consideration.  Motion 
carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

   Follow through:  The resolution will be forwarded to County Board for consideration at its next scheduled meeting. 
2. Approving an Application to Acquire State Funding Through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program 

Discussion:  Lovlien recommended forwarding the resolution to County Board for its consideration.  It will allow the 
County to apply for State Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant that would fund up to 50% of the purchase of 200 acres 
in the Town of Hewitt. 
Action:  Motion / second by Seefeldt /Opall to approve and forward to County Board for its consideration.  Motion 
carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through:  The resolution will be forwarded to County Board for consideration at its next scheduled meeting. 
 3. Resolution: Approval of the 2019 County Forest Annual Work Plan 
Discussion: The annual resolution and 2019 Work Plan were included in the meeting packet and briefly reviewed.  
Both have been approved by the Forestry and Recreation Committee.  Action is required to forward these to County 
Board for its consideration.  County Board approval is necessary to be eligible for grant funds. 
Action: Motion / second by Opall / Guild to approve the 2019 County Forest Work Plan and forward the resolution to 
County Board for its consideration. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: The resolution and work program will be forwarded to County Boards for its consideration. 
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 4. Resolution: Approval of the 2019 County Forest Acreage Share Loan Payment 
Discussion: The annual resolution was included in the meeting packet; if adopted, the interest free loan may be used 
for the purchase, development, preservation and maintenance of forest lands. 
Action: Motion / second by King / Seefeldt to approve the 2019 County Forest Acreage Share Loan Payment and 
forward and resolution to County Board for its consideration. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: The resolution will be forwarded to County Board for its consideration at their next regularly 
scheduled meeting 
C. Review and Possible Action 

1. Stone Horizon County Plat Final Approval – Town of Rib Mountain 
Discussion: Frisch reviewed the Stone Horizon Plat with the Committee.  The preliminary plat was reviewed with the 
Committee previously and the conditions of the preliminary plat approval have been met.  Frisch stated the final plat 
excludes some of the land in the northeast corner which is allowed through the approval process; if they were adding 
land, a new preliminary plat would need to be submitted.  An approval letter from the Army Corporation of Engineers 
on the wetland delineation was received. 
Action:  Motion by King /Drabek to approve the Stone Horizon County Plat. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   
Follow through: The Town of Rib Mountain needs to finalize the financial assurances for the improvements with the 
developer and then signatures will be needed prior to recording the Stone Horizon County Plat.  
D. Request for exemption from zoning permit fees for nonprofit organizations 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the exemption fees for nonprofit organizations with Corporation Counsel and it is not 
recommended to exempt nonprofit organizations from the zoning permit fees.   
Action:  None needed. Informational purposes only.   
Follow through: None. 
E. Request to modify Schedule of Deposits 2019 to correct errors 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the Schedule of Deposits that was adopted by the Committee on 09/27/18.  Daigle 
discussed the corrections identified in the packet.  Proposed changes were in blue.    
Action:  Motion by King / Guild to approve the Schedule of Deposits 2019 to correct errors. Motion carried by voice 
vote, no dissent.   
Follow through:  CPZ will implement all updated schedule of deposits on 01/01/2019.   
Jacob arrives and resumes Chair position.  

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
 A. Department Updates: Conservation, Planning, and Zoning, Parks, Recreation, and Forestry (PRF), and Solid 

Waste Department 
 Discussion: CPZ   
 Frisch provided an update on the uniform addressing.  The eastern side of the County is complete. The western side 

south of Highway 29 is complete except the western most tier of towns and the northwestern portion north of Hwy. 
29.  These remaining towns will be completed in 2019. CPZ has mailed out notifications to the property owners 
informing them of the pause in implementation.  Frisch stated CPZ is the lead department to work together with other 
departments on the Strategic Plan Objectives 5.2 and 6.3 and how to move these objectives forward.  
PRF – Polley stated the Parks Recreation and Forestry Department is working on a new mission statement of the 
department.  The department will be holding a retreat with all full time staff to discuss the mission statement, the 
direction of the department and how the department contributes to areas within the County Comprehensive Plan and 
Strategic Plan.  The outcomes of the retreat will be utilized during the updated of the County Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan. 

 Solid Waste Department – None. 
 Action: None. 
 Follow through: For informational purposes only. 
 B. North Central Area and Land Water Conservation (NCLWCA) need for Marathon County representative 

Discussion: Daigle discussed the NCLWCA is a sub-committee of the state which meets 3 times a year that 
discusses land conservation issues; staffing and education.  Jim Seefeldt was the past representative and is looking 
to fill this vacancy. 
Action: Motion by Fifrick / Opall to appoint Ashley Lange as the Marathon County representative to the North Central 
Land and Water Conservation Committee. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   

 Follow through: Ashley graciously accepted the appointment.  
 C. Wildlife Abatement and Claims 
      1. 2018 Crop Price Proposal 
 Discussion: Daigle discussed the 2018 Crop Price Proposal which was included in the meeting packet which was 

briefly reviewed.  The proposed prices are based on a yearly average. 
Action:  Motion by King / Fifrick to accept the 2018 Crop Price Proposal as presented. Motion carried by voice vote, 
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no dissent.   
 Follow through: None.  
6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration: 
7. Next meeting date, time & location and Agenda items: 
 A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion.       
 B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 
 1. The committee recommended the department heads provide written reports to the committee on a quarterly basis, 

specifically on the Strategic Plan objectives pertaining to their departments. 
 2. The committee recommended Staff complete the rezoning request decision reports with their recommendations to 

facilitate the committee’s discussion and decision making process.  
8. Adjourn – Motion / second by Fifrick / King to adjourn at 5:00 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Rebecca Frisch, CPZ Director 
For Jacob Langenhahn, Chair 
cc: (via email/web site) ERC members; County Administrator; Deputy County Administrator; Corporation Counsel; County Clerk                                                                                                                                     

 RF/cek 
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Application for Rezone 
REZONE DETERMINATION BY THE TOWN OF WESTON  
PLAN COMMISSION 
 

Project Number: 20180099 / ORD 2018-04 Hearing Date: DECEMBER 18, 2018 

Applicant: Dennis M Wierzba & Linda C Wierzba, 164017 Kersten Road, Weston, WI 54476 

Location: 164017 Kersten Road, Weston, WI 54476 
Description: Lot 2 of the proposed Certified Survey Map to be recorded by the Register of Deeds of 

Marathon County, Wisconsin lying in part of the northwest ¼ of the northeast fractional 
1/1 of Section 1, Township 28, Range 8 East, Town of Weston, Marathon County, 
Wisconsin; more commonly known as 9805 Townline Road. 

 
The Department of Planning and Development of the Town of Weston, pursuant to the Town of Weston Zoning Code, 
Article 16 Processes, Section 94.16.03 Amendments to the Official Zoning Map (Rezoning), hereby makes the following 
findings and evaluation to the Town of Weston Plan Commission: 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Current Zoning: AR Agriculture & Residential / RR-5 Rural Residential-5 Acre 

Definition: 94.2.02(1)(b) The AR district is primarily intended to preserve agricultural, forested, and other open lands 
until ripe for non-agricultural development, including residential, commercial, and 
industrial development, and to allow for very low-density residential development. 

Definition: 94.2.02(1)(d) The RR-5 district is intended for mainly single family detached residential development on 
minimum five acre sized rural lots, along with compatible home occupations, small-scale 
institutional and recreational uses, and low-intensity agricultural uses. Development within 
this district may be served by private on-site wastewater treatment systems (POWTS), and 
roadways within a rural cross section. 

Proposed Zoning RR-2 Rural Residential-2 Acre / AR Agriculture & Residential 

Definition: 94.2.02(1)(c) 
Lot 1 

The RR-2 district is intended for mainly single family detached residential development on 
minimum two acre sized rural lots, along with compatible home occupations, small-scale 
institutional and recreational uses, and low-intensity agricultural uses. Development within 
this district may be served by private on-site wastewater treatment systems (POWTS), and 
roadways within a rural cross section. 

Definition: 94.2.02(1)(b) 
Lot 2 

The AR district is primarily intended to preserve agricultural, forested, and other open lands 
until ripe for non-agricultural development, including residential, commercial, and 
industrial development, and to allow for very low-density residential development. 

Future Land Use: Agriculture and Rural 
FLU Description: Agricultural, forested, and other open lands. Also includes and is intended to accommodate 

farmsteads, limited non-farm housing in accordance with associated zoning policies, 
associated home occupations and family businesses, and other uses allowed in 
implementing zoning districts. 

 
DETERMINATION: 

1. Is the proposed rezoning consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, as is required by Wisconsin Statutes? 

 Yes, the rezone is correcting a lot with a non-conforming septic system, which currently crosses property lines 
(Lot 1 of the proposed CSM), as well as combining a non-conforming lot with the adjacent lot to the west, 
creating a 26.097-acre lot (Lot 2 of the proposed CSM). 

 

2. Does the rezoning further the purpose and intent of this Chapter? 

 Yes, this rezoning is furthering purposes: 



(2) Implementing the Comprehensive Plan to the extent possible under zoning;  
(6) Encouraging the protection of natural resources; 
(7) Preventing the overcrowding of land and undue concentration of population; 
(8) Preserving and enhancing property values; 
(11) Managing growth and the impacts of land development; and 
(12) Preserving and enhancing community appearance and quality of life. 

 

3. Does rezoning address any of the following that are not properly addressed on the current Official Zoning Map? 

1. A mistake was made in mapping on the Official Zoning Map. That is, an area is or has developed in a 
manner and purpose different from that for which it is mapped. If this reason is cited, it must be 
demonstrated that the discussed inconsistency between actual land use and designated zoning is not 
intended, as the Town may intend to stop an undesirable land use pattern from being perpetuated. 

2. Factors have changed, such as the availability of new data, the presence of new roads or other 
infrastructure, additional development, annexation, or other zoning changes, making the subject 
property more appropriate for a different zoning district. 

3. Growth patterns or rates have changed, thereby creating the need for a rezoning. 

 The rezone and CSM are correcting setback issues on the property and creating a lot that fits within the Future 
Land Use Map designation of Future Agriculture & Residential of the Town of Weston Comprehensive Plan. 

 

4. Does the proposed zoning district maintain the desired consistency of land uses, land use intensities, and land use 
impacts as related to the environs of the subject property? 

 Yes. This rezone will maintain the density of development. The proposed CSM is adjusting lot lines to create a 
larger residential lot and removing a non-conforming lot. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The owners of 164017 Kersten Road are reconfiguring the residential lot due to the encroachments the septic system on 
the neighboring parcel. They are also combining a non-conforming lot, due to not having any street frontage, with the 
adjacent lot to the west. This correction will address these issues as well as further the Comprehensive Plan by maintaining 
the density of this area of the Town, as shown in the Future Land Use Map.  
 
The applicant is intending to sell Lot 1 and build a new home on Lot 2 of the proposed CSM. As a side note, unrelated to 
the approval of the rezone, an easement is proposed on Parcel 1 of CSM 11246-47-108, which is owned by a relation to 
the applicant. That easement would need to be granted, recorded and a copy of the recorded document submitted with 
the residential building permit in order for the permit to be issued. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS AND COMMENT: 
Staff is in favor of this rezone and the corrective actions of the proposed Certified Survey Map. 
 

The zoning request is considered a “Down Zoning Ordinance” under Wis. Stat. §§66.10015(1)(as), as “By decreasing the 
development density of the land to be less dense than was allowed under its previous usage.” An ordinance may be 
enacted by the Town [a political subdivision] by a two-thirds majority, except if the request is initiated by the land owner 
[Dennis Weirzba], which then only requires a simple majority. 
 
CURRENT PROPERTY CONDITIONS: 
 
 
PLAN COMMISSION ACTION OPTIONS [Process is outlined in Sec. 94.16.03(6)]: 

1) Plan Commission recommends approval of the rezone request and forwards the recommendation on to the Town 
Board at the December 18, 2018 meeting. 

2) Plan Commission recommends denial of the rezone request and forwards the recommendation on to the Town 
Board at their December 18, 2018 meeting. 



3) Plan Commission takes no action and the request moves on to the Town Board at their December 18, 2018 
meeting with no recommendation.  
 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 
Town Plan Commission Determination – 12/18/2018: RECOMMEND / NO RECOMMENDATION 
 

Town Board of Supervisors Action – 12/18/2018: APPROVE / DENY 
  

County Board of Supervisors Action – 1/22/2018: APPROVE / DENY 
 





 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:         January 3rd, 2019 
 
TO: Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) 
 
FROM: Chris Fieri – County Surveyor 
 
SUBJECT: Land Division Ordinance Revisions/Possible Policy Questions 
 
At the January 3, 2019 ERC meeting, staff will be providing education on the following topics which may require 
future policy discussions by the committee: 
 

1) Subdivision Plat Review Process  
a. Concept Plat Meetings (staff review process) 

I. Old Process - Each approving authority/objecting authority reviewed individually. 
II. New Process – Inviting all parties involved to attend a concept plat meeting. 

• Possible attendees: Developer, Surveyor/Engineer, Town Officials, County 
Highway Dept./WISDOT, Sanitary District, School District. 

• Meeting is scheduled to discuss the scope of the project, effects of the project on 
the parties involved, and what will be required. 

• Informs all as to the timelines, meeting dates, and expectations. 
• Allows for a front loaded and high quality preliminary plat. 
• Opens lines of communication to work with the towns and help set up 

maintenance agreements, bonding, etc. for roads being dedicated. 
b. Earlier Submittal of Preliminary Plat  

I. Current code requires that CPZ receives a complete application and copy of the plat 5 
working days prior to the scheduled committee meeting (This is not enough time for 
review, resubmittals, and second reviews).  

II.   New code requires that we receive the complete application and copy of the plat 25 days 
prior to the committee meeting.  This gives time to distribute to objecting authorities, 
perform a thorough review of the plat and supporting engineering documentation, 
contact/meet with the surveyor to address any deficiencies, and get the committee a clean, 
approvable product. (Final Plat is entitled to approval if it is substantially conforming to the 
preliminary plat). 

2) Certified Survey Map (CSM) Review – Sale & Exchange Between Adjoining Land Owners 
I. Old Process -   CSMs for sale and exchange were reviewed by zoning staff only 

(Complying with State Statutes). 
II. New Process – CSMs for sale and exchange will be reviewed by zoning staff, but will also 

be reviewed by the County Surveyor for compliance with CH. 236 Wis. Stats. 



 
 

• Per Department of Administration, the County Surveyor cannot review for the 
county (local) land division ordinance, but can review for CH. 236 and can 
charge for the review.   

• It has been a reoccurring pattern that CSMs not going through survey review are 
being sent back to our office by the Real Rroperty Lister due to errors and 
difficulties of listing the new parcels in the assessment roll.  We also find many 
aren’t compliant with statutes.  

• This will help lessen the amount of correction affidavits and CSMs having to be 
re-recorded in the Register of Deeds office.  

3)  Minimum Lot Size   
I. Currently there is no county wide minimum lot size for town zoned and towns with no 

zoning.  (No requirements in the Wis. Stats. or the Marathon County Land Division Code) 
II. It is proposed we establish a county wide minimum lot size of 1 acre. 

• This will help to create pre-planned buildable lots. 
• This will assure enough buildable area to install septic systems & wells with 

enough room for replacement septic systems & wells. 
4) Differentiating Access 

I. Old Ordinance – Shared Driveways/Private Roads/Easements/Access Strips are not well 
defined and are used interchangeably.   

II. New Ordinance – These situations are better defined and are handled individually with 
separate regulation on when and how they will be allowed. 

• Shared driveways have never had a minimum number of lots that it could serve.  
We have examples of shared driveways that kept getting extended with CSMs 
(Essentially becoming private roads). 

• This creates issues with title, poorly built roadways, maintenance, and access.  
The new code proposes a shared driveway can only serve two lots (with 
easements recorded with possible maintenance agreements). 

• If a shared driveway provides access to more than two lots it gets elevated to a 
private road that would be surveyed, and have shared ownership with recorded 
maintenance agreements.  

• Possible Policy Question? – Can we require a town to accept roadways for 
dedication after a certain amount of residents are served by a private road?  

• It is proposed that a minimum of 66’ of ownership of road frontage be required 
for access in the creation of new buildable lots.  The current code requires 33’ 
which is inconsistent with the zoning code.  

Additional diagrams and information will be provided to committee members for this discussion. 
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