
 
MARATHON COUNTY  

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
FAXED TO: SIGNED    
 News Dept. at Daily Herald (715-848-9361), City Pages (715-848-5887), Presiding Officer or Designee 
 Midwest Radio Group (715-848-3158), Marshfield News (877-943-0443), 
 TPP Printing (715 223-3505), CenterState Marketplace (715-446-2370) NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE: 
Date: January 31, 2019  Date:    
Time: 10:15 a.m.  Time:  a.m. / p.m. 
By: cek  By: County Clerk  

Date & Time of Meeting: Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: 212 River Drive, Room 5 Wausau 54403 

Committee Members: Jacob Langenhahn - Chair ; Randy Fifrick -Vice-chair;  Rick Seefeldt,  Allen Drabek, Ashley Lange, Jim Bove,  
Sara Guild, Allen Opall, Kelly King - FSA Member, Marilyn Bhend – WI Towns & Villages Association  (non-voting member) 
Marathon County Mission Statement:  Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing county, regional, 
and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that 
make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business. (Last updated  
12-20-05). 
Environmental Resources Committee Mission Statement:  Provide leadership for the implementation of the County Strategic Plan, 
monitoring outcomes, reviewing and recommending to the County Board policies related to environmental resource initiatives of Marathon 
County.  (Revised:  04/17/12) 

1. Call meeting to order 
2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) 
3. Approval of January 3, 2019 Committee minutes. 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution: 
 A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its Consideration  

  1. Public testimony on text amendment changes to Marathon County Code Chapter 15 Private Sewage System         
Ordinance (Dimond)            

B. Review and Possible Action 
 1. Pine Ridge Pointe Preliminary Plat – Kolby Construction LLC Owner; Vreeland – Surveyor - Town of Easton (Fieri)             
5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 

A. Department Updates: Conservation, Planning, and Zoning, Parks, Recreation, and Forestry, and Solid Waste Department  
 1. Solid Waste – Environmental Repair Fund update 
 2. CPZ – update on Marathon County General Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 text amendments (Swangstu) 
  a. Town and Municipality responses to text amendment to Section 17.204.42(E) fence and wall requirements for 

public or self-storage facilities: staff recommendations 
  b. General text amendments: staff recommendations 
B. Should Marathon County develop more restrictive standards for the application of manure during high risk times for   

farms licensed by the County?  
1.  Options the county provides to reduce phosphorus runoff 
2. What is currently done to work with farmers when a runoff event occurs from winter spreading.   
3. List of the number of animals on each licensed dairy. 
4. Map of the county showing where each facility is located and where the farm drains. 
5. Counties with more restrictive requirements. 

 C. Wildlife Damage Program-2018 summary of claims 
6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
 A. North Central Wisconsin Stormwater Coalition Cooperative Agreement Renewal 
 B. Land Division Code proposed revisions  
  1. Minimum Lot Size – 2 acres  
  2. Differentiating Access, Shared Driveways, Private Roads, Easements, Access Strips 
 C. Authorizing resolution for DNR Lake Grant – Building Community Capacity: Water Resource Protection (2)         
7. Next meeting date, time & location and Agenda items: 

A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 

8. Adjournment 

mailto:infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us
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Attendance: Member Present Not present 
 Chair Jacob Langenhahn ................ X (arrived at 3:25 pm)                      
 Vice-Chair Randy Fifrick ......................... X (arrived at 4:20 pm)                                                                      
 Rick Seefeldt ......................... X  

 Jim Bove  .............................. X                     
 Allen Drabek .......................... X                        
 Ashley Lange ........................ X  
 Sara Guild…………………….  .............................. X  
 Allen Opall ……………………X  
 Marilyn Bhend  ...................... …………………….  X  
 Kelly King  .............................  X                     
Also present:  Rebecca Frisch, Paul Daigle, Chris Fieri, Jeff Pritchard, Dominique Swangstu, Cindy Kraeger – 
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ); Kurt Gibbs – County Board Chair; Brian Kowalski, Peter Weinschenk.   

1. Call to order – in the absence of Chair Langenhahn and Vice Chair Fifrick, Motion / second King / Drabek to appoint 
Opall as Chair pro tempore. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. Called to order by Chair pro tempore at 3:00 
p.m. at 212 River Drive – Room 5, Wausau, WI.  

2. Public Comment – None. 
3. Approval of December 6, 2018 Environmental Resources Committee minutes with clarifications.  
 Motion / second by King / Bove to approve of the December 6, 2018 Environmental Resources Committee minutes 

as distributed.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution:  

 A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its     
Consideration (County Zoning Changes      

B. Review and Possible Recommendation to the County Board for its Consideration (Town Zoning changes pursuant   
to §60.62(3) Wis. Stats.) 

        1. Town of Wausau Text Amendments 
Discussion:  Swangstu presented that the Town of Wausau is independently zoned and submitted text amendment 
changes to amend Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance, Article III Districts and Maps. The text amendments were approved 
at a joint meeting of the town board and planning commission on November 5, 2018. Although the town is 
independently zoned, County Board approval is still needed. 
Action: Motion / second by Drabek / Seefeldt to recommend approval to County Board, of the Town of Wausau text 
amendments. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 2. Town of Weston Zone Change 

 Discussion: Swangstu presented the Town of Weston is independently zoned and submitted a request to rezone 
property with a property address of 164017 Kersten Road, Weston. The zone change was approved at a joint 
meeting of the town board and planning commission on December 18, 2018. Although the town is independently 
zoned, County Board approval is still needed.  
Action: Motion / second by Drabek / King to forward to County Board, of the Town of Weston request for zone 
change. Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

 Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting.  
   C. Review and Possible Action 

       1. Certified Survey Map (CSM) Approval – Town of Easton – Change of subdivision plat boundary (Fieri) 
Discussion:  Fieri discussed the CSM subdivision plat located in the Town of Easton that is changing the exterior 
boundaries of a subdivision which requires committee action.   
Action:  Motion / second by Seefeldt /Drabek to approve the Town of Easton Certified Survey map. Motion carried by 
voice vote, no dissent.   
Follow through: Final Certified Map to be submitted and signed by Committee Chair.  

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
 A. Department Updates: Conservation, Planning, and Zoning, Parks, Recreation, and Forestry (PRF), and Solid 

Waste Department 
 Discussion: CPZ  

 Frisch informed the committee that Dominque Swangstu has been appointed to the Zoning 
Administrator position. 
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 Daigle shared a report on the progress within the Fenwood Watershed Project, with a staff grant 
from B.A. and Esther Greenheck Foundation, working with landowners to implement best 
management practices. 

 PRF – None. 
 Solid Waste Department – None.  
 Langenhahn arrives and resumes Chair position.  
 B. Planned updates to the Private Sewage System Ordinance Chapter 15 and need for public hearing in February 

2019 
Discussion: Daigle discussed minor changes in the Wisconsin State Law that will need to be updated in Marathon 
County Chapter 15 Private Sewage System Ordinance and a public hearing to be held in February.  
Action: Committee agreed to hold a public hearing. 

 Follow through: Public hearing will be held on February 7, 2019 at 3pm Room 5. 
 C. Review of topics relating to revisions to Land Division Code, Chapter18, for future policy discussion 

Discussion: Frisch distributed the memo that was included in the packet.  Fieri and Pritchard are leading the process 
of updating and enhancing the Marathon County Land Division and Surveying Ordinance, Chapter 18. Committee 
discussion related to the revisions to the code language is needed to better address several priority issues. 

 Subdivision Plat Review Process 
 Certified Survey Map (CSM) Review 
 Minimum Lot Size 
 Differentiating Access 

Action: CPZ staff to continue to draft language and hold public hearing in the upcoming months. 
 Follow through: Committee to discuss priority issues at February 7, 2019 meeting. 
6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration: 

A. Should Marathon County develop more restrictive standards for the application of manure during high risk times 
for farms licensed by the County? 
 Next Steps: 
 1. Policy position paper (background, current situation, opportunity for a new approach, proposed changes) 
 2. Seek guidance and authority form DNR and/or DATCP to exceed State Performance Standard 
 3. Engage community stakeholders 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the next steps he is prepared to present to the committee in February to begin the 
policy question.  He inquired if this is sufficient information, what might be missing, and what else might the 
committee for information to have this discussion.  Committee discussed some possible needs and decided to 
reconsider if the policy discussion should be held at this point.   
Action: Motion / second Fifrick / Bove to allow CPZ staff to develop more restrictive standards for the application of 
manure during high risk times for farms licensed by the County - next steps: Policy position paper (background, 
current situation, opportunity for a new approach, proposed changes; Seek guidance and authority form DNR and/or 
DATCP to exceed State Performance Standard; Engage community stakeholders. Langenhahn asked for roll call 
vote. Motion failed by roll call vote 4-4 as follows: 
Aye: Opall, Fifrick, Lange, Bove  
Nay: Seefeldt, Drabek, King, Langenhahn 

 Motion / second by King / Drabek for CPZ staff to provide more information for February in regards to licensed 
facilities.  Committee requested staff to provide the following information: 
1. What is currently done to work with farmers when a runoff event occurs from winter spreading.   
2. Provide list of the number of animals on each licensed dairy. 
3. Provide a map of the county showing where each facility is located and where the farm drains. 
4. What are other counties doing that have more restrictive requirements. 
5. What other options does the county have to reduce phosphorus runoff.  
Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: Daigle will provide information at the February meeting.     

7. Next meeting date, time & location and Agenda items: 
 A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion. 

• Zoning text amendments: Fence requirements for public and self-storage facilities 
• Solid Waste – Environmental Repair Fund Update 
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• Environmental Impact Fund – Funding for POWTS loan program 
 B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence  
8. Adjourn – Motion / second by King / Opall to adjourn at 4:55 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Rebecca Frisch, CPZ Director 
For Jacob Langenhahn, Chair 
cc: (via email/web site) ERC members; County Administrator; Deputy County Administrator; Corporation Counsel; County Clerk                                                                                                                                     

 RF/cek 
  
 
 





                      

 

Marathon County Solid Waste Department 
R18500 Hwy 29 

Ringle, WI   54471 

Director: 
Operations Manager: 
Business Office:  
Scale Office  
Solid Waste & Recycling Info Line
    

715-446-3101 X104 
715-551-5864 
715-446-3101 X100 
715-446-3101 X103  
877-270-3989 toll-free  marathoncountysolidwaste.org 

marathoncountysolidwaste 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

FROM:  MELEESA JOHNSON 

SUBJECT:    STATUS OF SWD ENVIRONMENTAL REPAIR FUND 

DATE:  JANUARY 11, 2019 

CC:   

In 1992 the Solid Waste Management Board (SWMB), in collaboration with the Marathon 
County Board, established an Environmental Repair Fund (not to be confused with the County’s 
Environmental Impact Fund).  The funding source, a landfill disposal surcharge, was assessed from 
1993 through 1999.  The purpose of the fund was to provide supplemental funding to municipalities 
under order, either from DNR or EPA, to close and cleanup their disposal sites.  Qualifying 
municipalities could request a percentage of the actual costs spent for complying with such orders.  
Qualifying municipalities had to be customers of the Marathon County Solid Waste Department.  
Since its inception, monies of the Environmental Repair Fund were disbursed to a number of 
qualifying municipalities.   

 With the close of the old municipal disposal locations, the SWMB is starting the process of 
shifting the focus of the remaining funding dollars.  While the previous emphasis was specifically for 
DNR or EPA-required cleanups, the SWMB has been looking at a broader mission, including, but 
not limited to support funding for environmental education in county schools, college scholarships 
for those interested in environmentally-related degrees and environmental stewardship programming. 

In that transition the SWMB established a task force and reviewed options for use of the money.  
As well, all Marathon County municipalities who may have used the Marathon County landfills and 
contributed to the fund were notified of the potential change to the purpose of the fund.  And staff 
spent an enormous amount of time reviewing archives to make an assessment as to what 
municipalities actually contributed (used the landfill services).  That archive search provided minimal 
specific information.      

I conducted a legislative history review and discovered 59.70(2)(q), which specifically allows 
counties to establish such funds, was added to a budget bill and ultimately became law.  Additionally, 
there is some evidence that the language was explicitly created on behalf of and for Marathon County 
(in response to the challenges of Holtz Krause); no other county landfills have established such a 
funds or assessed such a fee. 

http://www.marathoncountysolidwaste.org/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.iconfinder.com/search/?q=facebook&sa=U&ei=h5nGT5DAH-rC2wXXosiTCA&ved=0CA0QFjAE&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNE9d8QE-6CtramEux46fqznPDHjjA
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In order for the SWMB to move forward with dissolving the fund and changing how the funds 
will be used, statute needs to be changed.  I am working with Sen. Petrowski’s office to either add a 
proposal to the upcoming budget bill or introduce a stand-along bill.  I am leaving that to the 
senator’s discretion.  As of the writing of this memo, there is no news on a timeline.       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
DATE: January 30, 2019 
TO: Environmental Resource Committee (ERC) 
FROM: Dominique Swangstu, Marathon County Zoning Administrator  
SUBJECT: 2019 TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE MARATHON COUNTY GENERAL CODE OF 

ORDINANCES – CHAPTER 17 
 
              
 

 
At the February 7th, 2019 ERC meeting the proposed text amendments to Chapter 17 of the Marathon 
County General Code of Ordinances will be reviewed and Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ) staff 
will document any comments/questions about the proposed amendments from the committee. A similar 
memo has been sent to county zoned towns to gather their input as well. 
 

In addition, CPZ will be hosting an Open House on February 12, 2019 from 10:00am to 6:00pm for further 
input on the proposed revisions. This will enable staff to modify the draft the code language in preparation 
for the public hearing on March 7, 2019 ERC meeting and possible County Board action on March 26th, 
2019. 
 
To better assist in reviewing the proposed amendments, CPZ staff has put together a few documents for 
the ERC:  
 Copies of the proposed ordinance language, drafts, and summary can be found by clicking the links 

below or by visiting the Marathon County Website: https://bit.ly/2T5qFMo 
 

• Summary of the text amendment revisions (overview of revisions): https://bit.ly/2CtHiKh 
• Draft showing changes (old language shown with proposed new language): https://bit.ly/2CqR6VE 

 
Major revisions include but are not limited to: 

 
1. Setback distance for Class C town roads reduced from 50 feet to 30 feet from the Right-of-Way. 
2. Road setback standard of measurement clarified. 
3. Remove the Fencing/Wall requirement for private/public storage facilities. 
4. Change in the Buildable Area Calculation standards and language.  
5. Addition of Conditional Use Permit standards for accessory structures exceeding dimensional 

limitations.  
6. Include structures used for handicap access in the “Minor Structure” definition. 

 
Minor revisions include but are not limited to: 

 
1. Spelling and Grammatical errors 
2. Corrections to tables and sections clarifying language to reflect the purpose and intent of a 

particular section/chapter. 
3. Update “Land, Conservation, and Zoning Committee” and “LCZ” with “Environmental Resource 

Committee” and “ERC”. 
 

CPZ’s goal is to have the ERC  recommend approval based on CPZ staff recommendations and town 
input at their March 7th, 2019 meeting and forward to the Marathon County Board of Supervisors for 
action at their meeting on March 21st, 2019 meeting.  This will allow changes to be reflected in 
preparation for the upcoming building season.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these text amendments, please call me at 715-261-6000 
or send us an email at CPZ@co.marathon.wi.us.  

https://bit.ly/2T5qFMo
https://bit.ly/2CtHiKh
https://bit.ly/2CqR6VE
mailto:CPZ@co.marathon.wi.us


Proposed Amendments to Marathon County's Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance:

Amendment # Title Section (in proposed code) Proposed Change Reason for Change 

1 Entire Document (Chapter 17) Entire Document
Replace "Land, Conservation, and Zoning Committee" 

 to "Environmental Resource Committee" 
New committee 

2 Entire Document (Chapter 17) Entire Document  Spelling and Grammatical  Errors Correct errors to improve code

3 Entire Document (Chapter 17) Entire Document
Replace "nonconforming" and "nonconformities" with

 "non-conforming" and non-conformities"
Consistency across the ordinance 

4 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.202.01

Standard Methods of 

Measurement

Replace existing road setback measurement standards to 

utilize the road Right-of-Way (ROW) and/or the road centerline, 

adopt the previous code language setback standards using the ROW

 and the centerline for consistency.

Proposed change will make road setbacks more

practical, consistent with other county/municipal setback 

standards, and will be nearly identical to the standard of 

measurement  prior to 2016. 

5 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.202.02 (Table 2)

Schedule of Regulations

Update "Schedule of Regulations" Table 2  with updated 

road Right-Of-Way setbacks and measurement standards.

Change will make road setbacks more

practical and will be identical to the way of measuring prior to 

2016. 

6 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.202.03

Footnotes to the Schedule

of Regulations 

Update "Footnotes to the Schedule of Regulations"

 with the new road Right-Of-Way setback requirements 

and measurement standards

Change will make road setbacks more

practical and will be identical to the way of measuring prior to 

2016. 

7 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.202.03(F)

Footnotes to the Schedule

of Regulations 

Remove section 17.202.03(F)(e), the section is no longer

necessary as the setback requirements will be updated. The 

non-conforming language is irrelevant 

New road Right-Of-Way setback 

changes make this sub section unnecessary. 

8 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.202.04

Business Regional (B-R) 

District Building Design

Standards 

Change "NON RESIDENTIAL BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS" to

 "BUSINESS REGIONAL (B-R) DISTRICT BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS

Clarification of the section title to reflect

 the intent and purpose of the section, specifically intended 

for (B-R) districts 

9 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.202.04

Business Regional (B-R) 

District Building Design

Standards 

Remove "non-residential " from this section to reflect.
Residential structures are not permitted in 

Business Regional (B-R) District

10 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.203.05 (Table 3)

Table of Permitted Uses

Separate "Public Stables" and "Private Stables" into two different use sections, as well 

as change the Private Stable use to Permitted in the RE, FP, GA, and CV/RC zoning districts.

Consistency with permitted accessory structures housing 

animals in the allowed zoning districts. 

11 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.203.05 (Table 3)

Table of Permitted Uses

Remove "Permitted - P" for the "Minor Occupation/Home Professional Business (in residential unit)" 

use in the CV/RC Zoning District from Table 3 

Correction to Table 3 to reflect code 

standards and requirements, as residential structures are not 

permitted in the CV/RC zoning district.



Proposed Amendments to Marathon County's Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance:

12 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.203.05 (Table 3)

Table of Permitted Uses

Insert a use row for "Accessory buildings exceeding 

 the dimensional standards of Table 6". Making all of these buildings

 and structures conditional uses for all zoning districts.

Constancy across ordinance and Act 67

13 Title 2: Districts and Uses 17.204.14(B)

Change the minimum building setbacks to property lines for Private Stables from 50 feet to 25 feet to 

be consistent with the other agriculture related accessory structures housing animals minimum 

setback (per Section 17.204.01(3)(b)). Also change the minimum setback to dwellings (excluding the 

property owners home) from 100 feet to 50 feet. 

Change language to be more consistent with 

current 25 foot property line setback for accessory structures 

housing animals other than horses.

14 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.204.23

Farm Consolidation (General 

Ag & Farmland Preservation)

Remove the conditional use option for farm consolidation specifically for the 

creation of a lot between 5-10 acres in General Agricultural and Farmland Preservation Zoning 

Districts.

Previous language and requirement was 

not appropriate for the land use change/discussion

15 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.204.54

Nonmetallic Mining

Remove "waste dumps" from Non-Metallic Mining general requirements then 

correct formatting. 
Unnecessary requirement 

16 Title 2: Districts and Uses
17.204.42

Public or Self-Storage

Remove the "Fence and Wall" requirement for Public or Self Storage 

facilities identified as a Conditional Use.

Staff recommendation based on town/municipality input is to 

remove fencing and wall requirement.

17 Title 2: Districts and Uses

17.204.59

Recreational Vehicles 

(Private)

Reword the "Use" and "Storage" standards to be more clear, as well as remove 

"natural screening" to allow for artificial screening such as fences and 

walls when looking at the use and storage of a Recreational Vehicles.

Clarification 

18 Title 3: Special Districts

17.301.02 (Table 4)

Permitted Agricultural Uses

in the Farmland Preservation

District

Correct an error in Table 4 to include 

"Wireless Transmission Tower"  as permitted per Table 3.
Correction to Table 3

19 Title 3: Special Districts

17.301.02 (Table 4)

Permitted Agricultural Uses

in the Farmland Preservation

District

Correct an error in Table 4 to include "Small Energy 

Conversion Systems: Wind and Solar" permitted per table 3
Correction to Table 4

20 Title 3: Special Districts

17.301.02 (Table 4)

Permitted Agricultural Uses

in the Farmland Preservation

District

 Remove the Conditional Use option for Farm Consolidation

 between (5  to 10 acres) in Table 4.

Previous language and requirement was 

not appropriate for the land use change/discussion

21 Title 3: Special Districts
17.301.07(A)

Conditional Residential Uses

Remove the Conditional Use option for Residential Uses  

when looking at farm consolidation in Farmland Preservation Zoning Districts.
Consistency across the ordinance 



Proposed Amendments to Marathon County's Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance:

22 Title 4: General Provisions
17.401.02 

Accessory Buildings
Correct the Section 17.401.02(E ) Title 

Ensuring the title is clear in stating a CUP can only be applied 

for to exceed the dimensional standards of Table 6, setback 

standards of Table 6

23 Title 4: General Provisions
17.401.02 

Accessory Buildings

Insert three standards to be considered when reviewing a Conditional 

Use Permit to exceed the dimensional standards of a accessory structure

seen in Table 6. 

 Act 67

24 Title 4: General Provisions
17.401.02 

Accessory Buildings

Add the following clarification language to the existing sentence (underlined):

 Buildable area maximum lot coverage  as used in Table 6 is the 

area of the lot remaining after allowing for the minimum required side,

 rear and front yard setback requirements per the zoning district .

Clarification when calculating buildable area percentages for 

accessory and principle structures.

25 Title 4: General Provisions
17.401.03(B)

Decks and landings

Remove "Deck height. The surface of any attached deck that 

extends more than 10 feet from the face of the building to which it is attached 

shall not be higher than the first floor elevation of the principle structure."

Standard is unnecessary in Chapter 17 Ordinance and would 

be considered a building standard not a zoning

 requirement (UDC)

26 Title 4: General Provisions
Section 17.402.07

Wetland Boundary Policy

Insert "and/or Department of Natural Resources" in the language to include

 DNR delineations and approval. As well as replace "concurrence" with "confirmation".

To include DNR references in the ordinance to reflect past, 

current, and future zoning practices and permit approval 

processes.

27 Title 4: General Provisions

Section 17.403

Exterior Lighting Table 7 Reformat the table to be consistent with other tables within this ordinance. Consistency with formatting

28 Title 7: Signs 
 17.702.01 (Table 13)

Signs Allowed with a Permit

Correct the links for the Development Standards for each of the

 different sign "use(s)" to reflect the correct reference section.
Correction to Table 13 

29 Title 7: Signs 
 17.702.03

On-Premise Ground Signs

Insert "A." to make the format of section 17.702.03 consistent with the rest 

of the ordinance.
Correction to format

30 Title 7: Signs 
 17.702.03

On-Premise Ground Signs

Remove the requirement to have a monunment base for ground mounted signs to be more 

consistant with the rest of the ordinance.
Clarification 

31 Title 8: Administration

17.804.05(B)(11)

Standards for Variance 

and Appeals

Replace "lower" with "less restrictive" Clarification for interpretation 



Proposed Amendments to Marathon County's Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance:

32 Title 8: Administration
17.806.15 

Reconsideration

Edit current language to be more concise as well as to allow for the county/CPZ to 

apply for such reconsiderations under this section. Also clarify in the language that

no reconsideration shall be reconsidered again. 

Language will now allow for all reconsideration

 options as well as make the reconsideration 

standards clear and concise.

33 Title 9: Definitions 
17.902

General Definitions

Establish a definition for "Buildable Area" as "The remaining area of a parcel to be designated for 

buildings and structures excluding Right-Of-Way (ROW), easements side, rear, and front yard setbacks 

established for each zoning district."

Clarification on how to calculate Buildable Area for Maximum 

Lot Coverage to be more specific when looking at permitting 

accessory and principle structures. 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 Additional information 
requested by Environmental 
Resources Committee for 
Livestock Facilities Licensed 
Farms 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 Information requested: 
 
 

1/30/2019 

Options to reduce phosphorus 
Options provided to farmers when a complaint is received 
Livestock licensed farm information 
Counties with more restrictions in place 
 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 Options the county 
provides for phosphorus 
reduction-Need to step 
back for context 

1/30/2019 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 

Phosphorus-what is it 
• Essential nutrient for plant growth 

o Macro nutrient- One of the “big 3”- nitrogen & potassium 
o Required for: 

 Reproduction in plants and animals  
 Energy transfer to build plant and animal tissue 

• Soils contain large amounts of phosphorus 
o Majority is “fixed” or unavailable to plants 
o <2% is in an available form 

• Sources 
o Manure 

 Animals diet 
 Commercial fertilizer 
 Dane County: Phosphorus fertilizers not allowed for 

lawns 
o Detergents 

 No longer contain phosphates 
• Limiting nutrient, in water it leads to excess plant growth 

 

1/30/2019 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 

The regional impact of clean water 
 
 

• Importance of the water 
 
• Importance of the agricultural uses 
 
• Many users with varying interests  
    and values 
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& Zoning Department 

 

Spreading manure on frozen, saturated and snow 
cover ground 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 

Sediment and nutrient runoff lead to poor water 
quality 
 



Conservation, Planning,  
& Zoning Department 

 

Safeguarding our land and water 
resources 

Sediment and nutrient reduction 
 

• Goal of reducing or eliminating winter spreading in current Land and 
Water Resource Management plan 
 

• Goal of reducing sediment and nutrient runoff in update to 10 year 
Land and Water Resource Management plan by the end of 2020 

 
• Strategic Plan goal= 20% reduction in 5 years in Fenwood 

  (Objective 5.2) 
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Past and on-going efforts 

What does History of past efforts 
tell us?  
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Voluntary Conservation and Conservation 
compliance 
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Non-metallic mine reclamation 
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Sanitary systems 
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It is still not enough! 

Figure 4  Phosphorus concentrations in Fenwood Creek 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrvYGlsJ7XAhVqxYMKHWCrAfIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.livescience.com/5835-recipe-mass-extinction-add-algae-stir-controversy.html&psig=AOvVaw0Lr1HFd8mQKmaa0roOkhwL&ust=1509660014485712
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Solutions are known 

Watershed health 
through the use of  
resilient farming 

systems 

Soil health 
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Changing to these practices will cut sediment and 
phosphorus runoff levels in half or more: 
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Change winter manure spreading practices   

• New research shows winter spread manure increases Phosphorus runoff by 
250%-360%  (USDA-WI-ARS Vadas) versus low risk times of the year 

 
• Provide options, incentives and opportunities for farmers under 500 animal units 

to not spread during these times 
• Manure storage with agreements 
• New Incentive based options for the future?  

 
• Appropriate safeguards that regulate medium and large scale livestock operations 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8trzj7oTgAhVI5oMKHVuRBhMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.farmanddairy.com/columns/maximizing-the-value-of-manure/466599.html&psig=AOvVaw3jEzRvQm_TzbzRlWL1F5va&ust=1548364599302143
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Steps to soil health and improved water 
quality 

• Water quality monitoring 
• Education 
• Basic Nutrient management  
• Financial and management incentives for superior performance 
• Safeguard to reduce risks to the environmental 
o Livestock facility licensing 
o Animal Waste and Nutrient management ordinance 
 
 

• What we still need: 
o community engagement  
o High adoption rates of best 
    management practices 
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An Opportunity For a New Approach 

1.) All farmers utilizing basic conservation  
      for all land 
 
2.) Provide incentives for superior  
levels of management and performance 
 
3.) Common safeguards (ordinances) to 
 protect surface and ground water 
 
3.) Engage the community  
stakeholders in the effort 
 

http://www.mn.uio.no/kjemi/english/research/projects/sinotropia/WP5/


Now let’s discuss:  
 
What happens when a runoff event is reported to CPZ?   
 
1. Investigate complaint (many times it is not), talk to people 
2. Verify if there is a violation 
3. If a there is a violation follow process 
4. If there is a problem, but no violation, proceed work 
 with farmer on options to reduce runoff 
 





Complaint Process-Stepped Enforcement 

• *Stepped enforcement: 
• 1st notice: Courtesy personal contact and/or 

written notification of code   requirements. 

• 2nd notice: Written notification setting forth a 
date by which compliance must be complete, 
citing of code violations, and enforcement 
action to be taken if compliance is not 
achieved. 

• 3rd notice: Citation issued or mailed to last 
know address of the property owner or 
contractor not in compliance with code. 

• Goal is Compliance. 



Livestock Siting Farms Information  







Counties with more restrictive requirements 

Kewaunee County 
• Prohibits winter time (1/1 – 4/15) 

spreading of manure in designated 
areas twenty feet or less to bedrock 
(Ordinance 30: Public Health and 
Groundwater) 

• All operators and farmers shall 
provide manure spreading plans for 
spring to spring crop seasons by April 
15th. 

• All operators and farmers shall 
provide actual manure spreading 
applications reports and provide a 
copy of manure sampling analysis per 
season with the report. 
 

Trempealeau County  
• Requires contracts or other proof that 

permitted operations have adequate 
land to spread manure. 

• County can take direct measures to 
prevent or limit known pollution 
sources from continuing to pollute, 
through utilizing its own resources 
and employees or through contractors 
to take steps to stop pollution sources. 

• Adopt reciprocal setback or 
conditional use permits to prevent 
residences from building too close to 
livestock operations. 
 



Counties with more restrictive requirements 

Green County 
• Requires contracts or other proof 

that permitted operations have 
adequate land to spread manure. 
 

Dane County 
• Requires a winter spreading plan 

with more restrictions for liquid 
manure 
 

Manitowoc County 
• Strengthen enforcement options 

and penalties. 
 

Brown County 
• Winter spreading plan for all 

manure spread between December 
1st and March 31st 

 
Manitowoc County  
• Winter Spreading regulations 

based upon field slope 
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Questions? 



NAME # OF APPRAISALS CROP SPECIES QUANTITY LOST APPRAISED DAMAGE

CLAIMS AFTER 

DEDUCTIBLE DMU

ACRES 

APPRAISED

Ryan Bushman 7 Potatoes Deer 75 cwt $900.00 62A

4 Peas Deer 2.25 T $518.65 $1,253.65 62A 596.00

John Hoffman 1 Corn Grain Deer 4440.40 bu $13,765.24 62A

1 Soybean Deer 147.24 bu $1,136.69 $10,000.00 62A 82.00

Patricia Hoffman 1 Corn Grain Deer 4622.2 bu $14,328.82 62A

1 Soybean Deer 45.34 bu $350.02 $10,000.00 62A 82.00

Jeff Kamenick 3 Soybean Deer 29.84 bu $230.37 33

2 Corn Grain Deer 277.18 $859.25 $589.62 33 102.00

Tom Klug 11 Soybean Deer 216.3 bu $1,108.52 33

1 Corn Grain Deer 127 bu $393.70 $1,357.22 33 147.00

Ron Lawson 2 Corn Grain Deer 741.48 bu $2,298.59 57

1 Soybean Deer 83.09 bu $641.45 $2,440.04 57 75.00

Larry Schulist 2 Triticale Deer 31.95 T $383.40 62B

2 Soybean Deer 248.98 bu $2,215.90 62B

1 Potatoes (Org) Deer 72 cwt $2,160.00 $4,155.44 62B 76.00

Mark Suchon 1 Soybean Deer 180.90 bu $1,396.55 62A

1 Corn Grain Deer 579.15 bu $1,795.37 $2,691.92 62A 81.00

Mike Tryba 9 Corn Grain Deer 992.67 bu $3,077.29 62A

1 Soybean Deer 221.04 bu. $1,706.43 $4,283.72 62A 84.84

*= claim denied

**= didn't meet deductible

Total 52 $49,266.24 $32,974.35 1325.84

Total (Turkey) 0 $0.00 $0.00

Total (Deer) 52 $49,266.24 $36,771.61

Total (Geese) 0 $0.00 $0.00

Total (Bear) 0 $0.00 $0.00























































RESOLUTION #  
BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY: WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION (Phase 2) 

 
WHEREAS, Marathon County Strategic Plan Objective 5.2 states “Promote sound land use decisions that 

conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions with economic development and growth” and Objective 6.3 states 
“Protect and enhance the quantity and quality of potable groundwater and potable surface water supplies”, and 

 
WHEREAS, Marathon County has established a strong watershed based resource protection program in 

collaboration with partners from the eleven Eastern Lakes, Lake Wausau, and the Big Eau Pleine Reservoir resulting in 
the development and implementation of  Lake  Management Plans  to guide  preservation  and protection  of the land and 
water resources,  and 
 

WHEREAS,  Marathon County is also involved in numerous water quality efforts aimed at reducing phosphorus 
including  promoting cover crops, nutrient management, managed  grazing; as well as been involved in the Fenwood 
Creek pilot project, and the Central Wisconsin  River  TMDL plan, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning staff along with its partners from the 
Department  of Natural Resources, Natural Resources Conservation Service, UW-Extension and the Marshfield 
Agricultural Research Station have developed  strategies  and activities to guide Marathon  County in the building of 
community capacity to specifically address water quality concerns  resulting from excess phosphorus in our surface 
waters. 
 

WHEREAS, these strategies and activities include identifying the community members, the level of community  
awareness and concern for water quality challenges, the likelihood of the community to take action to change behavior 
and practices  and connection to the community's values and sense of place. 
 

WHEREAS, the Marathon  County Conservation, Planning and Zoning  Department is interested in pursuing  a 
grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of protecting water quality through building 
community capacity as well as implementation of shoreland and wetland protection  measures, 
 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Marathon County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes  the 
Director of the Conservation, Planning  and Zoning Department  or his/her designee  to act on behalf  of Marathon County  
to sign  and submit a grant  application, attest to the  validity   and   veracity   of  the   statements   and   representations   
contained   in  the  grant application, enter  into  a grant  agreement  with the DNR, take necessary  action to undertake, 
direct, and complete  the approved project  and bind the applicant, submit quarterly  and/or final reports  and 
reimbursement requests  to the DNR as required by the grant agreement, and sign and submit any other necessary  
documents. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that applicant will comply with all local, state and federal rules, regulations and 
ordinances relating to this project and the cost-share agreement. 
 

Dated this day 7th of February, 2019. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

 

 
 



BUILDING COMMUNITY CAPACITY: WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION (2) 
  

Resolution impacts: 

Fiscal Impact: No new levy request or allocation to the lake management project. There is a minimum of a 25% match by 
local community to support any state allocations. In this grant, Marathon County will request $100,000 from WIDNR. 
Marathon County Departments (Parks, Recreation & Forestry and Conservation, Planning & Zoning) along with local 
public and private partnerships will provide the in-kind match requirement of $25,000. Marathon County in kind match will 
represent a re-allocation of existing staff, supplies, and equipment to this program priority. 

Healthiest County impact: In the Marathon County Land and Water Resource Management Plan, improving and 
protecting surface and groundwater assets to enhance public health and safety, recreational opportunities, and economic 
development are identified as priority resource concern. The grant will promote partnerships, best management practices 
and organizational capacity aimed at improving our community's water quality through improved land use activities. 

Prosperity Impact: Our local economy is benefited by great water quality of ground water and surface water. Citizens, 
businesses and visitors prefer to live, work and play in a community with plentiful and clean water resources. The grant 
will promote partnerships and activities that protect the economic asset value of our soil and water resources. 

 

 

 

 

 


	2/7/19 Meeting Agenda
	01/03/19 Meeting Minutes
	Pine Ridge Pointe Preliminary Plat
	Solid Waste Update Environmental Repair Fund
	Memo 2019 Text Amendments
	2019 Proposed Text Amendments to Chapter 17 Zoning Ordinance
	North Central WI Stormwater Coalition Cooperative Agreement 
	Powerpoint - additional information requested for Livestock Facilities Licensed Farms
	Wildlife Damage Program - 2018 Summary of Claims
	Authorizing Resolution for DNR Lake Grant



