
 
MARATHON COUNTY  

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
AMENDED AGENDA 

Date & Time of Meeting: Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: 500 Forest Street, Assembly Room Wausau 54403 
Committee Members: Jacob Langenhahn - Chair ; Randy Fifrick -Vice-chair;  Rick Seefeldt,  Allen Drabek, Ashley Lange, Jim Bove,  
Sara Guild, Allen Opall, Kelly King - FSA Member, Marilyn Bhend – WI Towns & Villages Association  (non-voting member) 
Marathon County Mission Statement:  Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing county, regional, 
and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that 
make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business. (Last updated 12-20-05). 
Environmental Resources Committee Mission Statement:  Provide leadership for the implementation of the County Strategic Plan, 
monitoring outcomes, reviewing and recommending to the County Board policies related to environmental resource initiatives of Marathon 
County.  (Revised:  04/17/12) 
Strategic Plan Goals 2018 - 2022: Objective 5.2 - Promote sound land use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions 
with economic development and growth. 
Objective 6.3 - Protect and enhance the quantity and quality of potable groundwater and potable surface water supplies. 

1. Call meeting to order 
2. Public Comment (15 minute limit) 
3. Approval of June 6, 2019 Committee minutes 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution: 

A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its Consideration (County 
Zoning changes) 
1. Dennis Tulpan – L-I Light Industrial to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Plover 
2. Tim Vreeland on behalf of Siegfried & Alice Sebastian - R-E Rural Estate to R-R Rural Residential - Town of McMillan 
3. Dennis & Diane Bergs – G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Rib Falls 
4. Neal & Heidi Rueden – G-A General Agriculture and L-D-R Low Density Residential to R-R Rural Residential -Town of 

Frankfort 
5. Reopen Tammy L. Miller (Kiedrowski) G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Elderon – pulled 

from 6-20-19 County Board Agenda 
B. Review and Possible Action 
 1. Oriole Heights Final Plat – Town of Rib Mountain 
C. Review and Possible Recommendations and Possible Actions to the Human Resources, Finance and Property Committee 

1. Purchase of Kerswill Property for County Forest (Lovlien) 
2. Approve an application to acquire state funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant Program 

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
A. Wind generation and solar energy (conversion systems) on agriculture land 
B. Department Updates: Parks, Recreation, and Forestry (PRF), and Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ) 

 PRF 
  County Forest Tour – September 12, 2019 

     CPZ 
  Memo Update – July 2, 2019 
6. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
 A.  New position requests 2020 
  1. PRF – PT Motorized Recreational Coordinator 

B.  Legislative and Budget Report: current and future legislative initiatives nonmetallic mining (zoning) 
7. Next meeting date, time & location and future agenda items: 

A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
• Review 2010 Land and Water Plan - goals objectives and accomplishments 

B. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence   
8. Adjournment 
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
FAXED TO: SIGNED    
 News Dept. at Daily Herald (715-848-9361), City Pages (715-848-5887), Presiding Officer or Designee 
 Midwest Radio Group (715-848-3158), Marshfield News (877-943-0443), 
 TPP Printing (715 223-3505), CenterState Marketplace (715-446-2370) NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE: 
Date: 06/26/2019_________________________________  Date:    
Time: 8:30 a,m.             ___________________________  Time:  a.m. / p.m. 
By: cek  By: County Clerk  

mailto:infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us
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Attendance: Member Present Not present 
 Chair Jacob Langenhahn ................ X (arrived at 3:30) 
 Vice-Chair Randy Fifrick ....................... X  
  Rick Seefeldt ...................... X  

  Jim Bove  ............................ X                
  Allen Drabek ....................... X                        
  Ashley Lange ...................... X    
  Sara Guild………………… . X  
  Allen Opall ………………… X     
  Marilyn Bhend  .................... X  
  Kelly King  ........................... X                     
Also present:  Rebecca Frisch, Paul Daigle, Dominique Swangstu, Dave Decker, Cindy Kraeger – 
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning (CPZ); Tom Lovlien, Jamie Polley – Park Recreation and Forestry (PRF), 
David Hagenbucher – Solid Waste Department; Lance Leonhard (Deputy Administrator), Scott Corbett 
(Corporation Counsel), Tammy Miller, Steve Kunst, Nathan Wincentsen, Brian Bushull, Matt Krull, Tim 
Vreeland, Peter Weinschenk. 

1. Call to order – Called to order by Vice Chair Fifrick at 3:00 p.m. at 500 Forest Street – Assembly Room, 
Wausau, WI.  

2. Public Comment – None. 
3. Approval of May 2, 2019 Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) minutes with clarifications.  
 Motion / second by Bove / King to approve of the May 2, 2019 Environmental Resources Committee minutes 

as distributed.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
4. Operational Functions required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution:  

A. Public Hearings, Review, Possible Actions, and Possible Recommendations to the County Board for its 
Consideration (County Zoning changes) 
1. Nathan Wincentsen of Riverside Land Surveying on behalf of June A. Landwehr Irrevocable Trust – F-P 

Farmland Preservation to R-R Rural Residential Town of Eau Pleine 
Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and reviewed the staff report, noting that the decision sheet had been 
included in the meeting packet.  The request to rezone is to include the ½ acre of the existing 17+/- acres of 
cropland of the total 39 acre parcel. The town of Eau Pleine has reviewed the application and recommends 
approval without any concerns. 
Wincentsen was sworn in, and explained the rezone request for the above mentioned use. 
There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to this rezone request.  Testimony portion of the hearing 
was closed at 3:15 p.m.  Committee deliberated and applied the standards for this request by reviewing and 
completing the decision sheet. 
Action: Motion / second by King / Opall to recommend approval to County Board, of the Nathan Wincentsen on 
behalf of June A. Landwehr Irrevocable Trust rezone request.  Committee determined the rezone is consistent 
with the Marathon County and Town comprehensive plans, and is in the Farmland Preservation Plan. Adequate 
facilities are present and providing public facilities will not burden local government. The rezone should not 
result in any adverse effect on natural areas.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

 Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
2. Matthew & Robyn Krull on behalf of Ruth Bessette – G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential- 

Town of Elderon 
Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and reviewed the staff report, noting that the decision sheet had been 
included in the meeting packet.  The request to rezone is to include the 3.50 acres which will result in a 5.60 
acre parcel. The town of Elderon has reviewed the application and recommends approval without any 
concerns. 
There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to this rezone request.  Testimony portion of the hearing 
was closed at 3:25 p.m.  Committee deliberated and applied the standards for this request by reviewing and 
completing the decision sheet. 
Action: Motion / second by Seefeldt / Drabek to recommend approval to County Board, of the Matthew & 
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Robyn Krull on behalf of Ruth Bessette rezone request.  Committee determined the rezone is consistent with 
the Marathon County and Town comprehensive plans, and is not in the Farmland Preservation Plan. Adequate 
facilities are present and providing public facilities will not burden local government. The rezone should not 
result in any adverse effect on natural areas.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 

 Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
3. Tammy L. Miller (Kiedrowski) – G-A General Agriculture to R-R Rural Residential – Town of Elderon 

Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and reviewed the staff report, noting that the decision sheet had been 
included in the meeting packet.  The request to rezone is to rezone Lot #1 on Preliminary Certified Survey Map 
submitted by Riverside Land Surveying which will result in a 2.0 acre parcel. The town of Elderon has reviewed 
the application and recommends denial; does not conform to the town’s 10 acre minimum lot size. Swangstu 
explained the property owner has the right to apply and it meets the standards set forth in the Zoning 
Ordinance. Swangstu attended the Town of Elderon Town Board meeting June 4th, 2019 to seek clarification on 
the initial recommendation of denial. Swangstu explained there were multiple discussions with the town about 
their determination not being based off the standards and conditions of the petition for rezone. The Town still 
recommended denial of the rezone due to the proposed size of the parcel not meeting a 5 acre minimum size, 
which varies from the initial reasoning supplied in the Towns official resolution and recommendation. Frisch 
discussed the Town’s recommendation as advisory.  The town has the right to veto the action of the Committee 
if state statutes timelines are followed. It was noted if the parcel was 10 acres in size, 8 acres would be 
wetlands and unbuildable.   
Chair Langenhahn arrived at 3:30 p.m. 
Chair Langenhahn asked Vice Chair if he could participate in discussion. Corbett discussed the late arrival of 
the Chair whom would still be able to participate in the discussion and voting on this rezone. 
Frisch stated CPZ plans to work with the towns to address their land division ordinances consistency with their 
comprehensive plans and to assure their code is in compliance with statutes. 
Miller was sworn in, and is hoping to sell the property and is not going to subdivide the lots. 
There was no additional testimony in favor or opposed to this rezone request.  Testimony portion of the hearing 
was closed at 3:48 p.m.  Committee deliberated and applied the standards for this request by reviewing and 
completing the decision sheet. 
Action: Motion / second by King / Lange to recommend approval to County Board, of the Tammy L. Miller 
(Kiedrowski) rezone request.  Committee determined the rezone is consistent with the Marathon County and 
Town comprehensive plans, and is not in the Farmland Preservation Plan. Adequate facilities are present and 
providing public facilities will not burden local government. The rezone should not result in any adverse effect 
on natural areas.  Motion carried by roll call vote 7 yes; 2 no- Opall and Langenhahn. 

 Follow through: Forward to County Board for action at their next regularly scheduled meeting. 
4. Dale Landwehr and Carolyn Stroetz – F-P Farmland Preservation to R-E Rural Estate and G-A General 

Agriculture – Town of Eau Pleine 
Discussion: Swangstu was sworn in, and stated this rezone was withdrawn. 

 B. Oriole Heights Preliminary Plat – Town of Rib Mountain 
Discussion: Decker reviewed the Oriole Heights Preliminary Plat with the Committee.  Staff recommends 
approval with the condition of a storm water management plan which would need to be approved prior to final 
plat action. Kunst was sworn in and explained the preliminary plat request.   
Action:  Motion / second by Fifrick / Bove to approve the Oriole Heights Preliminary Plat located in the Town of 
Rib Mountain subject to the stormwater management plan. 
Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   
Follow through: The stormwater management plan will be submitted to the CPZ for review. 
C. Administrators establishment of a Local Advisory Committee for development of Land and Water Resource 
Plan 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the Land and Water Resource Plan will be coming within the next 12 months.  
State statutes requires Marathon County to actively solicit public participants in the planning and evaluation of 
soil and water conservation programs through a local advisory committee. The local advisory committee being 
forwarded to ERC by the County Administrator was included in the meeting packet.  The local advisory 
committee will provide advice and assist in the development of recommendations for inclusion in the Land and 
Water Resources Plan.  
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Action: Motion / second by Fifrick / King to approve the Administrators establishment of a Local Advisory 
Committee for development of Land and Water Resource Plan. 
Follow through: Administrators establishment of a Local Advisory Committee for development will be included in 
the Land and Water Plan. 

5. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
 A. Community Stakeholder Discussion: Manure Policies and Practice 
  1. CAFO Representative Dan Punke 

Discussion: Dan Punke was unable to attend the meeting. 
 B. Department Updates: Conservation, Planning, and Zoning, Parks, Recreation, and Forestry (PRF), and Solid 

Waste Department 
 CPZ 

1.  Environmental Impact Fund Update 
Discussion: Daigle discussed the status of the EIF projects that were previously approved for funding. CPZ is 
working with sponsoring municipalities to have these projects completed by December 2019 with a final report 
in early 2020.   

 Action: None, for informational purposes only. 
6.  Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the County Board for its Consideration 
  A. New position requests 

 1. Solid Waste - FTE Regulatory Compliance and Environmental Health/Safety Specialist 
Discussion: Hagenbucher reviewed the new position request which was included in the packet to reduce the 
amount of compliance monitoring, reporting, submittal tracking and construction documentation/report that has 
been contracted out. 
Action: Motion / second by Fifrick / Seefeldt to accept and forward the Solid Waste FTE Regulatory Compliance 
and Environmental Health/Safety Specialist new position request to Employee Resources as required. 
Follow through: Solid Waste will forward to Employee Resources for their consideration. 

2.  CPZ - Conversion of CPZ casual Administrative Assistant to full time Administrative Assistant    
Discussion: Frisch reviewed the new position request which was included in the meeting packet. Additional costs 
for this conversion will be funded through the existing casual position budget and increased fee revenues. 
Action: Motion / second by Guild /Seefeldt to accept and forward the Conversion of CPZ casual Administrative 
Assistant to full time Administrative Assistant to Employee Resources as required.    
Follow through: CPZ will forward to Employee Resources for their consideration. 

 B. Capital Improvement Project Requests 
 1. PRF 

a. Electric upgrade – Big Eau Pleine Park 
b. Big Eau Pleine road repairs 
c. Ice arena dasher board replacement 
d. Marathon Park master plan 
e. Ice arena refrigeration controller 
f. Marathon Park Marquee 
g. Pickleball Courts 
h. Playground replacement 
i. Rolling Stock (Equipment & Vehicles) 

Discussion: Polley reviewed the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) requests that were included in the meeting 
packet. 
Action: Motion / second by King / Bove to accept and forward to the Capital Improvement Program Committee 
for consideration the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department 2020 Capital Improvement requests; Electric 
upgrade – Big Eau Pleine Park, Big Eau Pleine road repairs, Ice arena dasher board replacement, Marathon 
Park master plan, Ice arena refrigeration controller, Marathon Park Marquee, Pickleball Courts, Playground 
replacement, Rolling Stock (Equipment & Vehicles). Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: These CIP requests will be forwarded according to the established procedures. 
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 2. Solid Waste 
     a. Gas System Expansion  
      b. Area B closure 
 c. Solar energy project 
      d. Hazardous Waste building & Garage addition 

Discussion: Hagenbucher reviewed the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) requests that were included in the 
meeting packet.  The department operates as an enterprise fund and has reserves to fund these projects.  The 
projects are required to be submitted to the CIP regardless of the funding source. 
Action: Motion / second by Bove/ Drabek to approve and forward to the Capital Improvement Program 
Committee for consideration the Solid Waste Capital Improvement Program requests;  Gas System Expansion, 
Area B closure, Solar energy project, Hazardous Waste building & Garage addition.  Motion carried by voice 
vote, no dissent.  

    Follow Through: These CIP requests will be forwarded according to established procedures. 
 3. CPZ 
      a. 2020 Marathon County Digital Orthophoto Acquisition 
      b. Urban Nonpoint Source & Stormwater Program (UNSSP) 

Discussion: Frisch reviewed the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) requests that were included in the meeting 
packet. 
Action: Motion / second by Guild / Lange to approve and forward to the Capital Improvement Program 
Committee for consideration the Conservation, Planning and Zoning requests; 2020 Marathon County Digital 
Orthophoto Acquisition, Urban Nonpoint Source & Stormwater Program (UNSSP).  Motion carried by voice 
vote, no dissent. 
Follow through: These CIP requests will be forwarded according to established procedures. 

 C. Legislative and Budget Report: current and future legislative initiatives 
 Discussion: Frisch distributed the legislative report. The State Legislature continues to work on the budget, a 

few bills are being introduced dealing with wells and no new report on other legislative actions. 
 Action: None, for informational purposes only. 
 Follow through:  CPZ will continue to monitor legislative actions. 
 D. Priority Based Budgeting (PBB) – Level 3 and 4 Programming 

Discussion: Frisch reviewed a power point explaining the 5 basic program attribute criteria (reliance, mandates, 
cost recovery, change in demand, and portion of community served).  Leonhard explained the transition of the 
PBB budget program since 2016 and the adjustments made to consolidate programs with the new PBB tool.  
Currently reports can be generated to address questions the committee may have regarding the program, 
rankings, costs, etc. Langenhahn requested information for each department regarding the program costs and 
rankings for further consideration of the committee.   
Action:  Leonhard to provide PBB reports to the committee. 
Follow through:  Item to be placed on future agendas. 

7. Next meeting date, time & location and Agenda items: 
 Tuesday, July 2, 2019 3:00 p.m. Courthouse Assembly Room 500 Forest Street, Wausau 

A. Committee members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion 
 B.  Announcements/Requests/Correspondence - None    
8. Adjourn – Motion / second by King / Drabek to adjourn at 5:37 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
 
Rebecca Frisch, CPZ Director 
For Jacob Langenhahn, Chair 
cc: (via email/web site) ERC members; County Administrator; Deputy County Administrator; Corporation Counsel; 

County Clerk                                                                                                                                    RF/cek
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
A public hearing will be held by the Environmental Resources Committee of the Marathon County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, 
July 2, 2019 at 3:00 p.m., Marathon County Courthouse - Assembly Room, 500 Forest Street, Wausau WI 54403, at which time the 
Committee will consider the following: 

1. The petition of Dennis Tulpan to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from L-I Light Industrial to R-R, Rural Residential 
described as part of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 07, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, Town of Plover, proposed on 
existing  Lot #1 (3.643 acres) of Certified Survey Map (CSM) Vol 77, Page 100. PIN# 062-2910-071-0990 with a property address 
of 177281 Red Granite Road, Aniwa, WI 54408.  

2. The petition of Tim Vreeland on behalf of Siegfried & Alice Sebastian to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from R-E, 
Rural Estate to R-R, Rural Residential described as part of the W ½ of the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 34, Township 26 North, 
Range 3 East, Town of McMillan, proposed as Lot #1 (approximately 2.115 acres) of the Preliminary Certified Survey Map 
submitted by Vreeland Associates, Inc. Part of parent parcel PIN# 056-2603-343-0992 with a property address of 200123 Galvin 
Avenue, Marshfield WI 54449. 

3. The petition of Dennis & Diane Bergs to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from G-A, General Agriculture to    
R-R, Rural Residential described as part of described as part of the N ½ of the fractional NW ¼ of Section 18, Township 29 
North, Range 05 East, Town of Rib Falls. Proposed as Lot #1 (approximately 3.49 acres) on Preliminary Certified Survey Map 
(CSM) submitted by All Land Data Surveying Company: Part of parent parcel PIN# 066-2905-182-0993. 

4. The petition of Neal & Heidi Rueden to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from G-A, General Agriculture and   
L-D-R Low Density Residential, to R-R Rural Residential described as part of the E ½ of the SW ¼ (all of Lot 1 of CSM 9656 
and Lot 1 of CSM 12124) of Section 16, Township 28 North, Range 03 East, Town of Frankfort. Proposed as Lot #1 
(approximately 2.671 acres) and Outlot #1 (approximately 18.645 acres) on Preliminary Certified Survey Map (CSM) 
submitted by Vreeland Associates Survey Company. Part of parent parcels PIN# 026-2803-163-0989 and 026-2803-163-0990. 
Existing property address 113080 County Road N, Colby WI, 54421. 

 
 

Written testimony may be forwarded prior to the hearing to:  Jacob Langenhahn – Environmental Resource Committee Chair, Conservation, 
Planning and Zoning Department, 210 River Drive, Wausau, WI 54403-5449.  All interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard.  Any 
person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the County Clerk’s Office 
at 715-261-1500 or e-mail infomarathon@co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 

Jacob Langenhahn  

 
Jacob Langenhahn, Chairman 
Environmental Resources Committee 
 
 
Rebecca J. Frisch, Director 
Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department 

Publish:  June 18 and June 25, 2019 
E-mailed to:  Wausau Daily Herald (WDH-Legals@wdhmedia.com) on June 14, 2019 at 8:10 a.m.  

mailto:infomarathon@co.marathon.wi.us
mailto:WDH-Legals@wdhmedia.com
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January 26, 1949. To the 4-H Clubs of the United States. “World peace 
is the main goal and most cherished hope of this Nation. Peace is 

something as intangible as the minds and souls of men and women. 
When you mold and develop your minds and souls for good citizenship 
and useful living, as you are doing in 4-H Club work you are makers of 
the peace. As one who helped organize one of the first 4-H Clubs in my 
State, I congratulate you on your theme for this year, “Better Living for 
a Better World.” May that theme become increasingly significant during 
your 4-H Club Week, March 5-13, and throughout the year. The things 
you grow and the jobs you do in Learning by Doing all add up to more 

skilled farmers, better homemakers, more useful citizens and more able 
leaders. These, in brief, are what make for better living and a better 

world.” Signed: Harry S. Truman

zacek1
Line







Dennis Tulpan  
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Dennis Tulpan to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from L-I Light Industrial to R-R, Rural 
Residential described as part of the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 07, Township 29 North, Range 10 East, Town of Plover, 
proposed on existing  Lot #1 (3.643 acres) of Certified Survey Map (CSM) Vol 77, Page 100. PIN# 062-2910-071-0990 with 
a property address of 177281 Red Granite Road, Aniwa, WI 54408.  

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 
L-I:  Light Industrial.  Industrial Research and Office district. The purposes of the L-I district are: 

To provide an environment exclusively for and conducive to the development and protection of modern administrative 
facilities and research institutions that are office-like in physical appearance and service requirements. 

To provide for and accommodate industrial uses in the fields of repair, storage, manufacturing, processing, wholesaling, 
and distribution, free from the encroachment of residential, retail, and institutional uses unless otherwise specified in this 
ordinance. The uses allowed are those which, because of their normally unobjectionable characteristics, can be in relatively 
close proximity to residential and commercial districts. 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 

R-R: Rural Residential District. The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer.  

 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified primarily shown as 
Quarry and Single Family Residential land uses in the Town of Elderon’s Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2005). 
The adjacent lands are comprised primarily of quarry, crop land and forest land, with single family residential uses in close 
proximity.  
 

          

 



FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: This parcel was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the Farmland 
Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area would have indicated the land consists 
of prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy.  
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned General Agriculture (Grey) and Rural 
Residential (Tan) with a few Rural Estate (Orange), and Low Density Residential (yellow) parcels in the area. There is also 
a large Conservation/Recreation area (Green) to the south of the parcel in question. Proposed area to be rezoned is an 
existing lot with no proposed parcel divisions  

 

               
 
SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS OR NATURAL FEATURES: There are no DNR mapped wetlands or FEMA 
floodplain areas that cover parcel proposed to be rezoned. There is a small portion of the parcel to be covered with the 
1000 ft. shoreland overlay district from a nearby pond/lake connected to a stream.  
 

  



AERIAL PHOTO: #1 
 
 

 
 

AERIAL PHOTO: #2 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Existing Certified Survey Map: 

 

 
 



TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 
 

On June 11th, 2019 The Town of Plover Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s 
Environmental Resources Committee.  

 
 

 
 

STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
 

The Town of Plover should updated their comprehensive plan, zoning, and future land use maps to reflect 
the proposed rezone to Rural Residential (R-R) from Light Industrial (L-I). The proposed rezone will not conflict 
with adjacent land uses or zoning districts as the use of the property will not change and will remain single family 
residential. The property owner’s bank has requested to have the parcel rezoned with the existing Single Family 
home on it, bringing the previously non-conforming home/parcel into compliance with Chapter 17. The industrial 
zoning district does not allow for residential structures in the current ordinance, and the proposed rezone will 
make this parcel more consistent with the purpose and intent of the zoning district. There is no apparent conflict 
with the Marathon County Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the proposed rezone, nor are there any apparent 
conflicts with local regulation(s) or restrictions.  
 
All the rezone criteria and “Standards for Rezoning” [application section #4 (A through I)] have been addressed 
and the Town of Plover has no concerns or issues with the proposed rezone or the effect it may have on the 
local community.  
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County Comprehensive 
Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatible with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding proposed 

rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
Recommendation: 

 

Based on the information provided and the feedback from the Town of Plover, CPZ staff finds the 
Environmental Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 



 
 

 
Case: #1 

Environmental Resources Committee 
Decision Form 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


 
 
Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         
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Alice Sebastian  
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Tim Vreeland on behalf of Siegfried & Alice Sebastian to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance 
from R-E, Rural Estate to R-R, Rural Residential described as part of the W ½ of the SW ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 34, 
Township 26 North, Range 3 East, Town of McMillan, proposed as Lot #1 (approximately 2.115 acres) of the Preliminary 
Certified Survey Map submitted by Vreeland Associates, Inc. Part of parent parcel PIN# 056-2603-343-0992 with a property 
address of 200123 Galvin Avenue, Marshfield WI 54449. 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 

R-E:   Rural Estate District.  The purpose of the R-E district is to accommodate single-family residential use along existing 
streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family medium residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the County. Limited agricultural activities and livestock are allowed in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced 
by municipal water and sanitary sewer. 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 

R-R: Rural Residential District. The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer.  

 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified to be for Agriculture 
uses in the Town of McMillan’s Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map. The adjacent lands are comprised primarily of 
Agriculture and Residential land Uses. There is currently a home on the parcel proposed to be rezoned with a residential 
lot to the south/south east of the area in question. 

 



FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: This parcel was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the Farmland 
Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area would have indicated the land consists 
of prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy.  
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned Farmland Preservation (Teal) with a few 
Light Industrial (Dark Pink) and Rural Residential (Tan) parcels in the area. This parcel is also across the street from the 
border of Marathon County and Wood County (shown in light purple) as well is near the eastern boarder of the City of 
Marshfield’s city limits. 

         
 

Light Purple = Municipality or Wood County (outside Marathon County zoning jurisdiction) 
 
SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS OR NATURAL FEATURES: There is some FEMA mapped Floodplain (Zone A), 
shoreland overlay areas, and a small portion of the lot covered by DNR wetlands on the section of the parcel proposed to 
be rezoned. The parcel in question may require a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) based on a Regional Flood Elevation 
or other documentation supported by FEMA to build a accessory or principle structures on the property (location dependent) 
due to the Mapped Floodplain (Zone A) along the stream (deemed navigable).  
 

  



AERIAL PHOTO: #1 
 
 

 
 

AERIAL PHOTO: #2 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Preliminary Certified Survey Map: 

 
 

 
 

The Storage Trailer and north most shed will be demolished and removed from the property to make room for access 
(existing driveway) and a potentail building site for a single family home.The existing driveway will be used for access to 

the newly created parcel and will result in two individual driveways instead of one U shaped driveway. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 
 

On June 10th, 2019 The Town of McMillan Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s 
Environmental Resources Committee.  

 

 
 
 

STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 
 
 

The Town of McMillan should updated their comprehensive plan, zoning, and future land use maps to reflect 
the proposed rezone to Rural Residential (R-R) from Rural Estate (R-E).The proposed rezone will not conflict 
with adjacent land uses or zoning districts as the use of the property will not change and will remain single family 
residential, but will allow for another home to be built in the area. The current property owner will be selling the 
newly created lot to her son, whom currently lives in the home directly to the south/south east of the parent parcel 
in question. There is no apparent conflict with the Marathon County Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the 
proposed rezone, nor are there any apparent conflicts with local regulation(s) or restrictions.  
 
All the rezone criteria and “Standards for Rezoning” [application section #4 (A through I)] have been addressed 
and the Town of McMillan has no concerns or issues with the proposed rezone or the effect it may have on the 
local community.  
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County Comprehensive 
Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatible with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding proposed 

rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
Recommendation: 

 

Based on the information provided and the feedback from the Town of McMillan, CPZ staff finds the 
Environmental Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 



Case: #2 
Environmental Resources Committee 

Decision Form 
 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         
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Dennis & Diane Bergs  
Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Dennis & Diane Bergs to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from G-A, General Agriculture to    
R-R, Rural Residential described as part of described as part of the N ½ of the fractional NW ¼ of Section 18, Township 
29 North, Range 05 East, Town of Rib Falls. Proposed as Lot #1 (approximately 3.49 acres) on Preliminary Certified 
Survey Map (CSM) submitted by All Land Data Surveying Company: Part of parent parcel PIN# 066-2905-182-0993. 
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 
G-A:  General Agricultural.  The purpose of the G-A district is designed to foster the preservation and use of agricultural 
land related uses and to provide for limited residential uses in a rural environment but not the division of land as classified 
in 18.07(2) and (3) into five or more tracts, parcels or lots within a five year period. This district provides for limited 
residential development with modest densities that require relatively large land areas that are compatible with the 
surrounding rural land use activities.  The district is intended to provide towns with multiple options to guide growth and 
development in concert with the comprehensive planning efforts. 

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 

R-R: Rural Residential District. The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along 
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving 
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within 
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal 
water and sanitary sewer.  

 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified primarily shown as 
Agriculture uses in the Town of Rib Falls Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2017 Plan update with 2006 Map). 
The adjacent lands are comprised primarily of Agriculture (Brown) and Residential (Yellow) uses.  
 

    
 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: This parcel was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the Farmland 
Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area would have indicated the land consists 
of prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy. 

 



 
EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned General Agriculture (Grey) with a few Rural 
Estate (Orange), Rural Residential (Tan), and Low Density Residential (yellow) parcels in the area. The parcel in question 
abuts County Road H with the Town of Rietbrock on the other side of the County highway. 

 

               
 
SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS OR NATURAL FEATURES: There are some DNR mapped wetlands to the East 
and Northeast portions of the lot with no FEMA mapped floodplain areas. Most of the parcel to be created and rezoned is 
covered by the shoreland overlay district due to a stream and pond being located in close proximity.  
 

  
 
 

Red boundary shows the approximate location of proposed parcel to be rezoned and created by CSM, for 
specifics and exact distances and dimensions see the attached Certified Survey Map.  

 



 
AERIAL PHOTO: #1 

 
 

 
 

AERIAL PHOTO: #2 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Existing Certified Survey Map: 
 

 
 
 

TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 
 

On June 11th, 2019 The Town of Rib Falls Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s 
Environmental Resources Committee.  

 

 
 

 



 
STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 

 
 
 

The Town of Rib Falls should updated their comprehensive plan, zoning, and future land use maps to reflect 
the proposed rezone to Rural Residential (R-R) from General Agriculture (G-A).The proposed rezone will not 
conflict with adjacent land uses or zoning districts. It was noted by the applicant the area to be rezoned has an 
existing driveway and is currently in Pine Planation, as the acreage is too small for others to want to farm, and 
other locations would be in primary agriculture lands. Applicant reviewed soils map and consulted with County 
Highway Department and Town of Rib Falls to ensure the location and proposal was appropriate. There is no 
apparent conflict with the Marathon County Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the proposed rezone, nor are 
there any apparent conflicts with local regulation(s) or restrictions.  
 
All the rezone criteria and “Standards for Rezoning” [application section #4 (A through I)] have been addressed 
and the Town of Rib Falls has no concerns or issues with the proposed rezone or the effect it may have on the 
local community.  
 

 

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: 
 

No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County Comprehensive 
Plan  

 X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances  X 
3. Rezone is compatible with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts  X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding proposed 

rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee. 
 X 

 
Recommendation: 

 

Based on the information provided and the feedback from the Town of Rib Falls, CPZ staff find the 
Environmental Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intentionally Left Blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Case: #3 
Environmental Resources Committee 

Decision Form 
 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


 
Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         
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Neal  & Heidi Rueden
 Petition to Rezone Land 

Staff Report  
Environmental Resources Committee 

Findings of Fact 
REQUEST: 

The petition of Neal & Heidi Rueden to amend the Marathon County Zoning Ordinance from G-A, General Agriculture and   
L-D-R Low Density Residential, to R-R Rural Residential described as part of the E ½ of the SW ¼ (all of Lot 1 of CSM
9656 and Lot 1 of CSM 12124) of Section 16, Township 28 North, Range 03 East, Town of Frankfort. Proposed as Lot #1
(approximately 2.671 acres) and Outlot #1 (approximately 18.645 acres) on Preliminary Certified Survey Map (CSM)
submitted by Vreeland Associates Survey Company. Part of parent parcels PIN# 026-2803-163-0989 and 026-2803-163-
0990. Existing property address 113080 County Road N, Colby WI, 54421.

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT: 

G-A:  General Agricultural.  The purpose of the G-A district is designed to foster the preservation and use of agricultural
land related uses and to provide for limited residential uses in a rural environment but not the division of land as classified
in 18.07(2) and (3) into five or more tracts, parcels or lots within a five year period. This district provides for limited
residential development with modest densities that require relatively large land areas that are compatible with the
surrounding rural land use activities.  The district is intended to provide towns with multiple options to guide growth and
development in concert with the comprehensive planning efforts.

& 
L-D-R:  Low Density Residential District.  The purpose of the L-D-R district is to accommodate single-family residential
use along existing streets and to promote single-family residential development (involving the extension of new streets)
where sanitary sewer and municipal water may be available. The densities are intended to provide for areas of suburban
character in the community and to prevent excessive demands on sewerage and water systems, streets, schools, and
other community facilities. The districts are intended to avoid overcrowding by requiring certain minimum yards, open
spaces, and site area while making available a variety of dwelling types and densities to serve a wide range of individual
requirements and thereby providing a more orderly and efficient extension of public facilities.

PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICT: 

R-R: Rural Residential District. The purpose of the R-R district is to accommodate single-family residential use along
existing streets, to preserve the rural character while promoting open space single-family residential development (involving
the extension of new streets), and to separate agricultural uses from other more extensive community development within
the county. Limited agricultural activities are permitted in this district. These areas may or may not be serviced by municipal
water and sanitary sewer.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN: This parcel was not designated as a farmland preservation area in the Farmland 
Preservation Plan in 2013.  Designating this land as a farmland preservation area would have indicated the land consists 
of prime agricultural land and supports the agriculture economy.  



 
 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FUTURE LAND USE: The proposed area to be rezoned is identified as a Single Family 
Residential land use in the Town of Frankfort Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map (2006). The adjacent lands are 
comprised primarily of crop land and forest land uses with single family residential uses in close proximity. The use of the 
property in question will not change.   
 

 
 
 

EXISTING ZONING DISTRICT MAP: Adjacent parcels are predominantly zoned General Agriculture (Grey) with a few Rural 
Residential (Tan), Rural Estate (Orange), and Low Density Residential (yellow) parcels in the area. There are also two 
commercially zoned parcels to the southwest of the parcel in question. Proposed area to be rezoned will be created by 
Certified Survey Map (CSM). 

 

               

 



 
SIGNIFICANT PARCEL LIMITATIONS OR NATURAL FEATURES: There are no DNR mapped wetlands, FEMA 
floodplain, or shoreland overlay district areas that cover parcel proposed to be rezoned. 
 

  
 

AERIAL PHOTO: #1 
 
 

 
 



AERIAL PHOTO: #2 
 

 
 

Proposed Certified Survey Map (CSM): Description 
 

 



 
CSM: Proposed Map  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



TOWN RECOMMENDATION: 

On June 10th, 2019 The Town of Frankfort Town Board Recommended Approval to Marathon County’s 
Environmental Resources Committee.  

STAFF (CPZ) RECOMMENDATION(S): 
The Town of Frankfort should updated their comprehensive plan zoning maps to reflect the proposed rezone to 
Rural Residential (R-R) from General Agriculture (G-A) and Low Density Residential (L-D-R). The proposed 
rezone will not conflict with adjacent land uses or zoning districts as the use of the property will not change and 
will remain single family residential. Outlot #1 on preliminary CSM (approximately 18.645 acres) will be created 
as an outlot due to the parcel not having road access/frontage and by definition shall be attached to adjacent 
lands (Outlot will remain General Agriculture (G-A)). There is no apparent conflict with the Marathon County 
Comprehensive Plan as it relates to the proposed rezone, nor are there any apparent conflicts with local 
regulation(s) or restrictions.  

All the rezone criteria and “Standards for Rezoning” [application section #4 (A through I)] have been addressed 
and the Town of Plover has no concerns or issues with the proposed rezone or the effect it may have on the 
local community.  

CPZ Staff Key Criteria: No Yes 

1. Rezone is consistent with the purpose and intent of Marathon County Comprehensive
Plan

X 

2. Rezone is compliant with Marathon County Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances X 
3. Rezone is compatible with adjacent parcels uses and zoning districts X 
4. There has been no Town or Local opposition received by CPZ regarding proposed

rezone set forth to the Environmental Resources Committee.
X 

Recommendation: 
Based on the information provided and the feedback from the Town of Frankfort, CPZ staff finds the 

Environmental Resources Committee should recommend Approval to Marathon County Board of Supervisors. 



 
Case: #4 

Environmental Resources Committee 
Decision Form 

 
Conclusions of Law  

Marathon County Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) must consider all of the following standards in their decision. Please 
review and explain how the request does or does not meet each of these standards. 
 
To approve a rezone, ERC must answer ‘agree’ to each of these standards.  If the ERC recommends approval, but answers ‘disagree’ 
to any of these questions, a plan/ordinance changes, and/or additional information is required to satisfy the criteria. 
 
 
1. The rezoning is substantially consistent with the following plans. (note how the proposed relates to the future land use plan and 

the vision, goals, objectives, and policies of the plan) 
a.  Marathon County Comprehensive Plan 
b.  Town Comprehensive Plan and, 
c. Marathon County Farmland Preservation Plan. 

  
       agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. The location of the proposed development minimizes the amount of agricultural land converted and will not substantially impair 

or limit current or future agricultural use of other protected farmland. 
 

  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  The applicant has demonstrated that… 

a. There is a need for the proposed development,  
b. Adequate public facilities are present or will be provided (note impacts on roads, water, sewage, drainage, schools, 

emergency services, etc.), and   
c. Providing public facilities will not be an unreasonable burden to the local government.  

 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. The rezoning will not cause unreasonable air and water pollution, soil erosion, or adverse effects on rare or irreplaceable natural 

areas. 
 

 agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. The Town has approved the proposed rezone of the property. 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. All concerns from other agencies on the proposed rezone have been addressed? (DNR, Highway, DOT)  What are the concerns? 
  agree  disagree  insufficient information 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/CountyComprehensivePlan.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/PlanningServices/ComprehensivePlanning/MunicipalPlans.aspx
http://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/ConservationPlanningZoning/FarmlandPreservation/FarmlandPreservationPlan.aspx


Environmental Resources Committee Decision 
 
On the basis of the above findings of fact, conclusions of law, and the record in this matter, the Marathon County Environmental 
Resources Committee finds that the rezoning is:  

 Approved       Motion/      Second 
 Denied, for the following reasons 
 Tabled for further consideration 

 
Specify reasons for denial, or additional information requested: 
    
       
  
  

 
 An amendment to the county comprehensive plan is needed to approve this petition.  
 An amendment to the county farmland preservation plan is needed to approve this petition. 

 
Describe recommended amendments: 
  
  
  
  
 
Signature:  
 
Chairman:         







RESOLUTION NO. ___________ - 19 
 

PURCHASE OF KERSWILL PROPERTY FOR COUNTY FOREST 
 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2018, the Marathon County Board of Supervisors approved Resolution 
#R-60-18 authorizing the application for funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Land Acquisition 
Grant program, secure an appraisal and negotiate the purchase with a landowner of 199.84 acres in the Town 
of Hewitt, Marathon County, Wisconsin; and 

 
WHEREAS, Randy and Denice Kerswill has accepted Marathon County’s offer at the appraised value of 

$349,000.00 for 199.84 acres under the terms of the attached Offer to Purchase; and  
 

WHEREAS, the property is further described in addendum A attached to the Offer to Purchase; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Human Resources, Finance and Property Committee, Environmental Resources 
Committee and the Forestry/Recreation Committee recommends purchasing the Kerswill property to meet the 
objectives of the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, Objective 5.2 of the 2018 – 2022 Marathon County Strategic Plan promotes sound land 

use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions with economic development and 
growth; and  

 
WHEREAS, “C and F” of the Strategic Plan are to acquire land for public park and forest use to retain 

natural landscapes and protect natural resources; and  
 
WHEREAS, this purchase of land meets outcome measure 3 of the Strategic Plan of acquiring an 

average of 320 acres of land per year for the Marathon County Parks and Forests system; and  
 

WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of establishing 
County forest land pursuant to Wis. Stats. 59.52(6) and 28.10; and  
 
            WHEREAS, acquisition of this property would perpetually provide forest products to our local economy, 
revenues to the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and improve property administration on 
the County Forest; and 

 
WHEREAS, the leadership of the Town of Hewitt supports the County acquiring the property; and  
 
WHEREAS, Wis. Stats 65.90(5)(a) dictates that appropriations in the Marathon County budget may not 

be modified unless authorized by a vote of two-thirds of the entire membership of the County Board of 
Supervisors; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Marathon does hereby ordain as follows: 
 

1. To authorize the purchase of the Kerswill property in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
the Accepted Offer to Purchase;   

2. That the County Forest blocking boundaries listed and described in Chapter 900 of the Marathon 
County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2006 – 2020 be amended to include this property; 

3. Direct the property to be entered under Wis. Stats. 28.11 and be designated as regular County 
forest lands; 

4. To authorize the proper County officials to execute the documents necessary to complete this 
transaction. 

5. To create the budget transfer to modify the 2019 land purchase – State grant fund for $347,033.00. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the 
County Clerk to issue checks pursuant to this resolution and the Treasurer to honor said checks. 
 
Dated this 23rd day of July, 2019. 
 
 

 



FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
 
_______________________  _______________________  _______________________ 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
_______________________  _______________________  _______________________ 
 
_______________________  _______________________  _______________________ 

 
 _______________________ 
 
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES, FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
_____________________  _____________________  ______________________ 
 
_____________________  _____________________  ______________________ 

 
 _____________________ 
 
 
Fiscal Impact Estimate:  Modified the 2019 budget for the Land Purchase – State Grant Fund. In total 
$355,460.00 for the purchase of this property to be funded as follows: 
 

1. Land Purchase – State Grant - $347,033.00  
2. Forestry Segregated Land Purchase Account - $8,427.00                         
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RESOLUTION #R ___________ - 19 
 

APPROVING AN APPLICATION TO ACQUIRE STATE FUNDING THROUGH THE KNOWLES-NELSON 
STEWARDSHIP GRANT PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the Human Resources, Finance and Property Committee, Environmental Resources Committee and the 

Forestry/Recreation Committee recommends approving an application to acquire funding through the Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Grant Program; and   
 

WHEREAS, the landowner of 40 acres in Section 25, Township 27 North, Range 8 East, Village of Kronenwetter, 
Marathon County, Wisconsin has indicated they are interested in selling the property and is willing to work with the County 
on a transaction; and  
 

WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of establishing County Forest 
land pursuant to SS. 28.10 Wis. Stats; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Stewardship Grant Program may provide funding up to 50% of the acquisition price; and 
 

WHEREAS, balance of funding would be determined at a later date and be approved by County Board resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, acquisition of this property would perpetually provide forest products to our local economy, revenues to 
the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and improve property administration on the County Forest; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Marathon does hereby ordain and resolve that the 
County request grant funding available from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources under the “Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Land Acquisition Grant Program”  
 
 HEREBY AUTHORIZES the proper County officials to act on behalf of Marathon County to submit an application to the 
State of Wisconsin for land acquisition grant funding; negotiate, and secure an appraisal on the above described property. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Marathon County recognizes and acknowledges that if financial assistance is made 
available by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and the County accepts the financial assistance, the County 
will comply with State rules for the program and meet the financial obligations under the grant;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board will be notified if grant funding becomes available and then will 
consider authorization for the acquisition. 
 

Dated this 23rd day of July, 2019. 
 

FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

__________________________       __________________________       __________________________ 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
 __________________________ __________________________   __________________________ 
 

__________________________ __________________________ __________________________ 
  
   __________________________ 
 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES, FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
 __________________________ __________________________ __________________________ 
  

__________________________ __________________________ __________________________ 
 
  __________________________ 
 
Fiscal Impact Estimate:  No County Tax Levy. 







 

 

 
DATE: 06/25/2019  
 

TO:  Environmental Resources Committee (ERC) 
 

FROM:  Dominique Swangstu, Marathon County Zoning Administrator 
 

SUBJECT:  Wind & Energy Conversion Systems – Chapter 17 Revisions  
 
 
In the past few months Marathon County Conservation, Planning and Zoning staff have received 
many calls about wind & energy systems and what processes and regulations apply. The intent of 
this memo is to inform the Environmental Resources Committee that revisions will be proposed to 
Chapter 17 regarding wind & energy systems and state statutes PSC Chapter 128, Chapter 196.378, 
and Chapter 66.0401 regulating solar and wind energy systems. There has been recent interest by 
renewable energy companies to host “large scale” systems within the county. These preliminary 
proposals prompted CPZ staff to revisit Chapter 17 Zoning Code of Ordinances to evaluate how this 
use and its standards compare to current state statute requirements. Upon review, it was evident 
some minor revisions would need to be made to update the code to state standards if the county is 
to appropriately regulate and process a proposed renewable energy (Wind and/or Solar) 
application. The proposed revisions would provide clarity, consistency, and would primarily apply 
to Large Wind and Energy Systems defined as “A non-residential system having a rated capacity of 
greater than 100kW (Individual system) or 300kW (Multiple systems) but no greater than a total 
capacity of 100MW.” 
 
In 2009, new statewide standards for reviewing, processing, siting, and permitting wind & energy 
systems were put into place with Act 40 (Chapter 66.0401 and Chapter 196.378); this was followed 
with PSC Chapter 128, Wisconsin State Statutes, in 2010, which regulates the application 
requirements.  These state statutes outline the specific processes, application requirements, and 
standards that may be regulated by the county or other political subdivision.  Through Chapter 
66.0401, a political subdivision has specific permit review, processing, and approval requirements 
set by “commission” standards per Chapter 196.378 which limit local control as it relates to these 
proposed accessory/utility uses. The Public Service Commission (PSC) regulates what is required 
to be submitted for an application for Large Wind Energy Systems with no provisions for a political 
subdivision to require information or standards more restrictive than those set by PSC Chapter 128 
– Wind Energy Systems.   
 
All Political Subdivisions (Cities, Villages, Towns, and Counties) that choose to adopt an ordinance 
to implement the standards of Chapter 66.0401, 196.378 and PSC 128 are required to administer 
the law consistently with few permitted provisions.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
For reference, the process to obtain a permit for a wind energy system is found within the state 
statute Chapter 66.0401(4) and 196.378, with application requirements in Chapter 128 
(Subchapter 3). Per statutes wind and solar energy systems would be permitted in areas not 
designated for residential or commercial development. Other state statutes also apply to these 
particular uses.  For example, within the farmland preservation zoning district, a proposed large 
energy conversion system would be defined as a utility per Chapter 91.44 and 91.46 of Wisconsin 
State Statute administered by the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer protection and 
the county. These uses have not been identified as a permitted or accessory use within the farmland 
preservation zoning district, as the energy converted/generated would not be used on the parcel 
(in most cases). If the wind turbine is used for the farm residents or to power farm buildings it could 
be considered an accessory/private use. 
 
Marathon County will utilize the information and requirements from the statutes in the proposed 
revisions to Marathon County Zoning Ordinance - Chapter 17. The proposed revisions will meet all 
state requirements and will identify processes, application requirements, and other standards by 
reference if possible to eliminate overlapping language and unnecessary repetition. The draft 
ordinance is not yet complete but a draft will be submitted to the Environmental Resources 
Committee and County Board for approval in the coming months. Please refer to Chapter 66.0401, 
196, and PSC 128 of Wisconsin State Statute for additional information, requirements, and 
standards for wind and energy systems.  
 
 
 
 
 



DATE: 
TO: 
FROM: 

July 2, 2019 
Environmental Resources Committee 
Becky Frisch 

SUBJECT: Conservation, Planning and Zoning Department Update 

The summer season finds CPZ staff very busy, working with property owners, farmers, contractors, 
surveyors, and the general public as they proceed with their various projects.  The building and farming 
season is certainly in full swing, despite the challenges of the weather. 

Staff has also been working on various policies issues and/or ordinances that are planned to come before 
ERC before the end of the year.  The following items have been mentioned to the committee or have 
already appeared on agendas but have not been acted upon by the committee: 

Livestock Facilities Licensing Ordinance:  ERC opened a public hearing on ordinance modifications 
in December, 2018 and in January, 2019 started policy discussion in regards to regulations on winter 
spreading of manure from licensed facilities.  The public hearing has been recessed since December, 
2018.  Committee has received education and position paper.  

Land Division Ordinance:  ERC has been briefed and educated on the need for a comprehensive 
ordinance revision.  CPZ staff intends to bring proposed changes to the committee this fall.  Several 
possible policy items are in the ordinance revisions including but not limited to private roads, plat 
review process, and county wide minimum lot size, which were previously discussed by the 
committee last winter. 

Non-metallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance:  Proposed changes are planned by year’s end to 
address revisions required to the Marathon County reclamation ordinance to come into compliance 
with changes to the State law changes to NR135.    

Land and Water Plan Update:  Various policy changes will be recommended by staff and the citizen 
advisory committee as the next 10 year plan is drafted.  ERC will be asked to make recommendations 
to staff on how to draft the plan to meet water quality and soil health goals.   

Animal Waste and Nutrient Management Ordinance:  The ordinance needs to be updated to reflect 
changes to various Federal Technical Standards.  It will also include staff recommendations on 
codification of the State Performance Standard related to Animal Feedlot runoff.   

These policy discussions and/or ordinance modifications will be scheduled in the upcoming months. If 
there are certain topics you would like to have more education, please indicate that to the chairman and 
these items can be placed on future agendas. 
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Motorized Recreational Coordinator  

 
Payroll Occ Code:  XXXX 

DBM Rating:  B23 
FLSA: Non-Exempt   

Reports to: Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director 
 
Position Summary: 
 
This is a part-time position working an average of 24 hours per week. September through March 
may require more than 24 hours per week, while April through August may require less than 24 
hours per week. This position administers and coordinates snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 
and utility terrain vehicle (UTV) trail maintenance and development on both private and public 
land. The work is performed under the direction of the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director. 
 
Examples of Work Performed: 
 
The following duties are typical for this position.  These are not to be construed as exclusive or 
all-inclusive.  Other duties may be required and assigned. 
 

• Administers and coordinates the maintenance and development of snowmobile and all-
terrain vehicle (ATV) trails; prepares grant applications and reimbursement requests for 
trail maintenance and development projects; updates and prepares maps of snowmobile 
and ATV trails. 

• Provides assistance to snowmobile and ATV clubs on State requirements for the 
maintenance and development of snowmobile and ATV trails; assists snowmobile and 
ATV clubs with landowner trail issues. 

• Investigates complaints and works with the appropriate snowmobile or ATV club to resolve 
problems; conducts inspections to ensure trails, signing, and trail infrastructure are in 
compliance with State and local regulations and maintained to DNR standards 

• Promotes trail openings and closings in news release and interviews with local media; 
updates the County website with trail condition reports as necessary. 

• Obtains supplies and equipment necessary to department operations. 
• Reports trail hazards and maintenance needs to the appropriate club for repairs or 

attention. 
• Responds to questions and provides miscellaneous information on snowmobile and ATV 

related inquiries. 
• Performs other related functions as required.  

 
Minimum Qualifications Required: 
 

• High school diploma or equivalent.  
• Two (2) years of administrative support experience. 
• Experience in planning and managing grant programs or projects preferred. 
• Public relations or customer service experience desired. 
• Equivalent combination of job-related duties and experience desirable.  
• Possession of a valid Wisconsin driver’s license and a driving record that meets County 

standards, or the ability to obtain reliable transportation.  
 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities Required to Perform Essential Job Functions: 
 

• Knowledge of recreational trails and user issues. 
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• Skills in working with various recreational trail stakeholders. 
• Ability to implement decisions based on data analysis, and overseeing the execution of 

these decisions.  
• Ability to utilize a variety of advisory data and information such as reports, grant 

instructions and payments, liability insurance, aerial photography and mapping, technical 
operating and owner manuals, snowmobile bridge guidelines, statutes, procedures, and 
non-routine correspondence. 

• Ability to communicate orally and in writing with supervisor, snowmobile and ATV clubs, 
other County departments and agencies, State agencies, vendors, committees, the media, 
and the public. 

• Ability to advise and provide interpretation regarding the application of policies, 
procedures and standards to specific situations.  

• Ability to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; calculate percentages, 
and decimals; may require the ability to utilize descriptive statistics.  

• Judgment and Situational Reasoning Ability 
• Ability to exercise independent judgment to apply facts and principles for developing 

approaches and techniques to problem resolution. 
• Ability to operate and perform complex rapid adjustment on equipment, machinery and 

tools such as a snowmobile, ATV, first aid and CPR equipment, chainsaw, small hand 
tools, computer, and/or related materials used in performing essential functions. 

• Ability to work under conditions which require exposure to environmental factors such as 
temperature and noise extremes, chemicals or machinery.  This exposure may cause 
some discomfort and presents a risk of injury. 

 
Compensation: 
 
Salary range: (B23)



  

 

APPENDIX B 
NEW OR EXPANDED POSITION REQUEST 

 
I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Department:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry   Date:  June 12, 2019  
 

Position Requested:  Motorized Recreation Coordinator            FT      PT    FTE  .6 % 
(If unsure of classification, indicate “To be determined”)  Number of Positions:  1  

 
Division Position Will Be Assigned To: Administration  

                                               (Indicate NA if not applicable) 
 

Projected Start Date of Position: July 22, 2019  Priority Number of This Position:    
If you are requesting more than one position, prioritize 
all your requests and indicate the priority number of 
position. 

   
II.  FULL EXPLANATION OF NEED FOR POSITION   
 

A. Is this position request compatible with the County’s mission statement?  
 
Yes the position provides opportunities to Marathon County residents to engage in outdoor recreation 
enhancing their quality of life. The user groups this position serves also manages and maintains miles of 
trails for residents and visitors to use allowing them to visit different areas of the County. Managing the 
snowmobile and ATV programs contributes to making Marathon County the healthiest and most 
prosperous county. 

 
B. What is your department’s mission statement and how does position support this mission and/or 

department strategic plan?  
 
 Our mission statement is to adaptively manage our park and forest lands for natural resource 

sustainability while providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making 
Marathon County the preferred place to live, work and play. Snowmobiling and ATVing are unique 
recreational experiences. Managing the 29 snowmobile clubs to ensure they get funding to provide trails 
that allow users to have these recreational experiences is needed to ensure the groups are managing and 
maintaining the trails properly, providing safe trails to ride and enhancing the natural resources of the 
county. 

 
B. Indicate reasons for asking for position including purpose of position, applicable workload data and 

trends, etc. plus attach relevant supporting data.  If more than one position of the same classification is 
being requested, also justify the number requested. 
 
The position of Motorized Recreation Administrator was a standalone position of the County until 2005. 
Prior to 2005 the position went from a part time position to a full time position. In 2005 the position was 
vacated and the tasks were given temporarily to the County’s Park Ranger. The dual role of the Park 
Ranger did not remain temporary and continued as a dual role for 14 years. Over the years the Park 
Ranger’s time commitments for motorized recreational trail management has increased and his 
enforcement of County Ordinances and attention to visitor safety has decreased.  
 
The current Park Ranger is now retiring and it is important to once again separate out these two positions. 
A full time Park Ranger is needed to ensure the safety of visitors and the protection of our natural 
resources. The Motorized Recreation Coordinator is a position required by the state of WI if snowmobile 
and ATV funds are distributed to clubs for trial maintenance and trail project. This position will be 
required to work more hours in Sept-March and less hours April-August. 

 
 
 



  

 

C. What benefit will the position provide to the County?  How does the position improve/enhance customer 
service and/or address community needs?  
 
This position will fill the requirement of the WI DNR to have a manager of the County’s snowmobile and 
ATV programs in order for the clubs to receive state funding. This position will work closely with the 
groups ensure all groups receive the same information, the trails are managed properly and the trails are 
safe for visitors.  

 
D. Indicate any alternatives to creating this position that were considered and why you still chose to request 

the position? 
 
It was considered to keep this position’s tasks within the requirements of the County Park Ranger. It was 
concluded that these tasks are not an efficient and effective use of the Park Rangers time or expertise. 

 
E. What will be the effect if the proposed position is not created? 

 
The snowmobile and ATV clubs in the County will not receive the funding from the state to have and 
maintain trails within the county. 

 
F. What criteria will you use to monitor the effectiveness and performance of the position.  (Increasing 

revenues, improved customer service, decreasing costs, enhancing services, etc?) 
 
This position is partially funding by the grants they manage. The amount of grant funding received, the 
number of projects completed and input from the clubs will indicate the effectiveness and performance of 
this position. 

 
III. SPECIFIC DUTIES OF NEW POSITION 
 

A. List the specific duties position will perform plus the approximate percentage of time to be spent on each 
duty. 

 
Administers and coordinates the maintenance and development of snowmobile and all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 
trails; prepares grant applications and reimbursement requests for trail maintenance and development 
projects; updates and prepares maps of snowmobile and ATV trails. 75% 
 
Provides assistance to snowmobile and ATV clubs on State requirements for the maintenance and 
development of snowmobile and ATV trails; assists snowmobile and ATV clubs with landowner trail issues. 
12% 
 
Investigates complaints and works with the appropriate snowmobile or ATV club to resolve problems; 
conducts inspections to ensure trails, signing, and trail infrastructure are in compliance with State and local 
regulations and maintained to DNR standards. 5% 
 
Promotes trail openings and closings in news release and interviews with local media; updates the County 
website with trail condition reports as necessary. 2% 
 
Obtains supplies and equipment necessary to department operations. 2% 

 
Reports trail hazards and maintenance needs to the appropriate club for repairs or attention. 2% 
 
Responds to questions and provides miscellaneous information on snowmobile and ATV related inquiries. 
2% 
 

 



  

 

 
 
B. Could another County department use the expertise of this position?  OR could you use the expertise of 

another department to meet your needs?   Why or why not? 
  
 This position will have expertise in managing state grants and could be used as a resource to other 

departments.  
 
 The only other department that could possibly assist with the requirement of this position would be the 

Sherriff’s department however they do not have the staff to assist at this time. 
 

C. If the work is currently being done by the County, how is it being accomplished (contract basis, 
temporary help, current employee, etc.)?  Why is this arrangement no longer acceptable? 

   
The position of Motorized Recreation Administrator was a standalone position of the County until 2005. 
Prior to 2005 the position went from a part time position to a full time position. In 2005 the position was 
vacated and the tasks were given temporarily to the County’s Park Ranger. The dual role of the Park 
Ranger did not remain temporary and continued as a dual role for 14 years. Over the years the Park 
Ranger’s time commitments for motorized recreational trail management has increased and his 
enforcement of County Ordinances and attention to visitor safety has decreased.  
 
The current Park Ranger is now retiring and it is important to once again separate out these two positions. 
A full time Park Ranger is needed to ensure the safety of visitors and the protection of our natural 
resources. The Motorized Recreation Coordinator is a position required by the state of WI if snowmobile 
and ATV funds are distributed to clubs for trial maintenance and trail project. This position will be 
required to work more hours in Sept-March and less hours April-August. 

 
 
IV. POSITION COSTS AND FUNDING SOURCES 
 

A. What is the anticipated total cost of this position? (Include salary; benefits; office space, remodeling, 
furniture, and equipment; travel; and other applicable costs.) 

 
  
 

B. Explain specifically how position will be funded.   
 

Amount of County tax levy:     % of total costs: 50 %  
 

Amount of any outside funding:     % of total costs: 25 %  
 

Source of outside funding: State Grants    
Length of outside funding: Annual   
Likelihood of funding renewal:    Guaranteed as long as the state funds snowmobile and ATV programs  
Would this outside funding be used to offset the levy if not used for this position? No  

 
B. Will the proposed position allow your department to increase revenues or decrease expenditures beyond 

the cost of the position?  If yes, how?  
 
No but the amount of grant funding could be increased to offset levy expenses. 

 
C. Does the proposed position provide preventive services that will lead to cost avoidance or more extensive 

services in the future? OR Can the proposed position be justified as an investment with future benefits to 
the County greater than the cost of the position?  If yes, how? 
 
Yes, the ability to manage the snowmobile and ATV funds that pay to keep our trails maintained and 
available to users ensures the clubs will provide that work for the county. If the clubs did not receive the 
state funding the county would not have snowmobile or ATV trails or it would be the county expenses 
paying for the trails and trail maintenance. 



  

 

 
D. Can the position costs be offset by eliminating or reducing a lower priority function?  If yes, explain. 

 
 No 
 
V. COMMITTEE OF JURISDICTION 
 

What is the recommendation of the committee of jurisdiction? 
 
 
 
NOTE:  An updated or new Position Description Questionnaire (PDQ) may be 
necessary to complete the job evaluation process.   
 
 
 
 
 
             
Signature of Supervisor/Manager Completing Request    Date 
 
 
 
         
Department Head Signature    Date 
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