
ANY PERSON PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS MEETING WHO NEEDS SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION IN 
ORDER TO PARTICIPATE SHOULD CALL THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 261-1500 OR E-MAIL 
INFOMARATHON@MAIL.CO.MARATHON.WI.US ONE BUSINESS DAY BEFORE THE MEETING. 
   
                                                       NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:  
FAXED TO: Daily Herald and other News Media Groups By:  ________________________________ 
FAXED BY: Jodi Luebbe  Date:  ________________________________ 
FAX DATE/TIME: February 25, 2020                9:00 a.m.         Time:   _________________________a.m/p.m. 

MARATHON COUNTY FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 
   AGENDA 

 
Date and Time of Meeting: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 12:30pm 
Meeting Location: Conference Room #3, 212 River Drive, Wausau WI 54403 

 

MEMBERS:  Arnold Schlei (Chairman), Rick Seefeldt (Vice-Chairman), Jim Bove 
 

Marathon County Mission Statement:   Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing 
county, regional, and statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services 
and creates opportunities that make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do 
business. 

 

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Mission Statement:  Adaptively manage our park and forest lands for natural 
resource sustainability while providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making Marathon County the 
preferred place to live, work, and play. 

Agenda Items: 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Public Comment Period – Not to Exceed 15 Minutes 
   

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Tuesday, January 7, 2020 Committee Meeting 
 

4. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution: 
   A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee   
       1.   Timber Sale Closeout – Bell Timber Contract #659-17 and Country Forest Products #672-18 

   2. Revised Timeline for Completion of the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
                          

B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource    
  Committee for its Consideration  
1. 2019 County Forest Division Annual Report 

 2. Resolution: Consider the Purchase of the CERES Timber LLC Property for County Forest 
       

5. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental 
Resources Committee – None 

 

6. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
A.  Value of Public Land Timber Sales in Wisconsin 
B.  Wisconsin County Forests Spring Administrators Meeting – March 19-20, 2020 
C.  Wisconsin County Forests Summer Tour – June 25-26, 2020 
D.  Required Yearly Timber Stumpage Payments to Townships 
E.  Report on Winter Timber Sale Activity on County Forest Lands 

          
7. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: April 7, 2020, 12:30pm, Rm. 3, 212 River Dr., Wausau, WI 54403 

A.  Announcements/Requests/Correspondence 
B.  Future Agenda Items:  Consider Approving the 2020 Spring Timber Sale Package, Forestry Division 
      Expense/Revenue Report, Review of Proposed Policy Revisions to the Marathon County Forest    
      Comprehensive Land Use Plan – Chapters 700 - 900 
 

8. Adjournment 
 
                            SIGNED   /s/ Thomas Lovlien                   
                                                                                                      PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE  
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Members present:  Arnold Schlei (c), James Bove 
Excused: Rick Seefeldt 
Also present: Tom Lovlien-Forest Administrator, Jamie Polley-Director, Chad Keranen-DNR Liaison, Andrea 
Larson – IronBull Executive Director  
                
Call meeting to order – Meeting called to order by Chairman Schlei at 12:30pm, Rm 3, 212 River Dr., Wausau. 
 
Public Comment Period – None      
 
Approve Minutes – Motion / second by Bove / Schlei to approve the minutes from the December 3, 2019 regular 
Forestry/Recreation Committee meeting.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent. 
 
Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee  
1. Request by IronBull to Use Nine Mile Snowmobile Trail for Red Granite Grinder Gravel Bike Race – Andrea 
Larson – Executive Director – Larson said last year they received approval to use the Nine Mile Snowmobile Trail 
for their race on a trial basis after the October 15th closing date to bikes. This year their race is scheduled on 
October 17, 2020 and she is asking permission to use the same route as well as for the following years. This item 
went to the Forest Citizen’s Advisory Subcommittee and they unanimously recommended approval of that route 
on a yearly basis. Larson discussed the different race course routes and said the featured sections such as Nine 
Mile make the race unique. Lovlien said staff supports the race and did not hear any negative feedback. Questions 
were answered. Motion / second by Schlei / Bove to grant approval for the Ironbull Red Granite Grinder Race to 
use the snowmobile trail at Nine Mile on the third Saturday of October on a yearly basis. Motion carried by voice 
vote, no dissent. 
  
2. Timbersale Closeout – Twin Forest Products – Contract #679-19 - A closeout summary was previously 
provided. Lovlien reported that the estimated number of tons was 1490 tons and 2289.15 tons were cut. Total 
revenue for this sale was $66,014.73.  Lovlien’s recommendation is to close Twin Forest Products contract #679-
19 and return their Letter of Credit. Motion / second by Bove / Schlei to close Twin Forest Products contract 
#679-19 and return their Letter of Credit.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   

 
3. Request by Wausau School District for Use of Nine Mile Trails for Cross Country Meet October 17, 2020 – 
Polley explained that in the Valley Conference there are seven high schools that are required to host the cross-
country meet on rotating years. Three local schools have interest in using Nine Mile for this event which is always 
the third Saturday in October. The event would be held at Nine Mile three out of seven years. The last race was 
in 2016. It got over looked when the Nine Mile Use regulations were being drafted. This race is held on trails near 
the chalet with set-up and take down on the same day and has minimal effect on other users. Staff is in support 
and would like to support the high schools. Motion / second by Schlei / Bove to approve the request to allow the 
high school valley conference meet to occur at Nine Mile on the third Saturday in October 2020 and every year 
thereafter when Wausau East, West and D.C. Everest are the hosts.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.    
 
B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource Committee for its 
Consideration  
1. Review of Proposed Policy Revisions to the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan – 
Chapters 400 - 600 – Lovlien said this item had been discussed by members at the Environmental Resource 
Committee. He is adding some language about wireless broadband towers. Motion / second by Bove / Schlei to 
accept Chapters 400, 500 and 600.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.   
 
Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  
A. New Three Year Contract for Ragnar Trail Relay Race – A three year contract was renegotiated with Ragnar. 
They will now pay $11.20 per participant plus ten percent of the food proceeds. If they have 2700 racers that could 
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generate over $30,000 in revenue. It is well organized, has low impact on the resource and is good for the 
community.   
  
B. Winter Recreational Program Update – Weather conditions have caused challenges when trying to groom 
Nine Mile.  Lovlien said staff is working together with members of the Nordic Ski Club to figure out grooming 
practices that benefit the trails while realizing limitations of the equipment. With colder weather predicted trails 
should be in excellent condition. Polley discussed some ways they are trying to keep communication open between 
the ski club and staff such as having a club member ride along in the groomer.    
 
Next Meeting Date & Time, Location – February 4, 2020 at 12:30pm, 212 River Dr., Rm. 3
A.  Announcements/Requests/Correspondence  
B. Future Agenda Items – Timbersale Closeout, Land Acquisitions 
 
Adjourn – Motion / second by Schlei / Bove to adjourn at 1:00 pm.  Motion carried by voice vote, no dissent.  
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BELL TIMBER INCSale 659-17

CLOSE OUT TIMBER SALES

Close out March 3, 2020

Estimated Cut

Bond Amount: $4,207.65

Bond Type: Cash Bond

Balance: $0.00

Recommendation: Close out and return cash bond

Red Pine Pulp 270 Tons

Spruce Pulp 420 Tons

Mixed Hardwood Tops < 130 Tons

820 Tons

472.56 Red Pine PulpTons

562.02 Spruce PulpTons

1034.58 Total Tons Cut

Total Revenue for Sale: $26,122.19



COUNTRY FOREST PRODSale 672-18

CLOSE OUT TIMBER SALES

Close out March 3, 2020

Estimated Cut

Bond Amount: $22,432.50

Bond Type: Letter of Credit

Balance: ($5,720.56)

Recommendation: Close out and return Letter of Credit

Aspen Pulp 300 Tons

Basswood Pulp 200 Tons

Mixed Hardwood Pulp 3000 Tons

3500 Tons

Ash Sawlogs 45 MBF

Basswood Sawlogs 25 MBF

Hard Maple Sawlogs 15 MBF

Red Maple Sawlogs 75 MBF

160 MBF

323.69 Aspen PulpTons

216.57 Basswood PulpTons

2803.42 Mixed Hardwood PulpTons

3343.68 Total Tons Cut

39.22 Ash SawlogsMBF

26.95 Basswood SawlogsMBF

9.02 Hard Maple SawlogsMBF

55.41 Red Maple SawlogsMBF

130.60 Total MBF Cut

Total Revenue for Sale: $78,239.44



 

Project Schedule: 

The Following is a Draft Timeline for Completion of the Plan and Approval Process. This Schedule is Subject 
to Change. 

MARATHON COUNTY FOREST PLANNING TIME LINE → 2021 - 2035 

 
August 1, 2019 
 
 
August 6, 2019 

 
1. Environmental Resources Committee Reviews and Considers 

Approving Draft Public Participation Process and Timeline. 
 

2. Marathon County Forestry/Recreation Committee Review and 
Considers Approving Public Participation Process and Timeline 
 

 

August/September 2019 
 
August 19 – Sept. 25, 2019 
 

 
August 28, 2019 
 
September 3, 2019 
 
September 3, 2019 
 
September 5, 2019 
 
*September 18, 2019 CAC 
 Committee Meeting 

 

3. Identify Issues to Address With Plan Revisions 
 
a.  List Potential Issues (E-Mail/Mail Letter to Public/Local    
      Organizations With Response Sheet 
 
b.  List Potential Issues (Staff) 
 
c.  List Potential Issues (Forestry/Recreation Committee) 
 
d.  List Potential Issues (Park Commission) 
 
e.  List Potential Issues (Environmental Resources Committee) 
 
f.   List Potential Issues (Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee) 
 
g.  Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee and Staff Review   
      Current Plan and Recommends Revisions on Chapters 100 –   
      300.  
  

October 2019 

 
4.  Forestry/Recreation Committee Review Recommendations to  
      Chapters 100 – 300 
 
     a.  Changes Back to Staff  
 
5.  Environmental Resources Committee Quarterly Update   
 

October – December 2019 
*December 18 CAC    
 Committee Meeting 

 
6.  Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee and Staff Review Current   
      Plan and Recommends Revisions on Chapters 400 – 600. 
 

January 2020 

 
7.  Forestry/Recreation Committee Review Recommendations to   
      Chapters 400 – 600 
 
     a.  Changes Back to Staff 
 
8.  Environmental Resources Committee Quarterly Update - January 2 
 



 

 
January 2020 – March 2020 
*March 18, CAC Committee  
 Meeting 

9.  Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee and Staff Review Current      
Plan and Recommends Revisions on Chapters 700 – 900. 

      

April 7, 2020 

 
10.  Forestry/Recreation Committee Review Recommendations to  
       Chapters 700 – 900. 
         
        Park Commission Reviews Current Plan and Recommends          

Revisions to Chapter 900. 
 

    a.  Changes Back to Staff 
 
11.  Environmental Resources Committee Quarterly Update – April, 2. 

 

April 2020 – June 2020 
*June 3 CAC Committee  
 Meeting 

   
12.  Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee and Staff Review Current    

Plan and Recommends Revisions to Chapter 1000-2000.  
 

July 7, 2020 

 
13.  Forestry/Recreation Committee Review Recommendations to  
        Chapter 1000-2000. 
 
       a. Changes Back to Staff 
 
14.  Environmental Resources Committee Quarterly Update - TBD 
 

July 14, 2020 

 
15.  Open House/Public Meeting (30 Day Comment Period) July 15 –  
        August 15. 
 

September 1, 2020 

 
16.  Forestry/Recreation Committee and Environmental Resources  
        Committee Approves Revised Plan and Sends to DNR for 30 Day   
        Review. (September 15 – October 15, 2020) 
 

November 3 and 5, 2020 
16.  Staff presents Final Revised Plan after DNR Changes are                   
Incorporated to Forestry/Recreation and ERC Committee.  ERC 
Recommends approval to County Board. 

November 12, 2020 

 
17.  Marathon County Board Adopts Revised 15 Year Plan and Submits 
         to DNR for Final Approval 
 

December 2020 
 
18.  DNR Approves Marathon County Forest 15 Year Plan 
 

 



 Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department 
 2019 County Forest Division Annual Report 
 
 January 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019 
 
Program Highlights: 
 
 Net timber sale revenue to Marathon County of $591,768. 
 
 Total net revenue for the Forestry Division program was $651,546 and expenses were               
      $354,742.  Returned $296,804 to the general fund. 
 
 Accepted a donation of 79.67 acres of land in the Town of Easton from the Wausau and     

Marathon County Parks Foundation and created a new Forest Unit called Miller Forest.  
                     
 Purchased 199.84 acres of land in the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit to add to the County   
      Forest. 
            
 Practiced sustainable forestry on 902 acres on the Marathon County Forest.  This is based on 

closed out sales with DNR in 2019. 
 

 Received 726 hours of WDNR technical and field assistance in completing work on the Marathon 
County Forest. 

 
 Continued participation as a member of the Wisconsin County Forests Association Forest 

Legislative/Certification Committee. 
 
 Began the revision of the 15-year County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2021-2035. 
 
 Continued participation in the County Forest Administrator grant program that funds one-half the 

salary and fringe benefits of the Forest Administrator position. 
 
 Continued participation in third party forest certification under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

(SFI) standard. 
 
 Resurfaced 2.65 miles of roads and trails in LeatherCamp and Kronenwetter Forest Units adding 

3302 yards of granite and 108 yards of breaker. 
 

 The second High School Mountain Bike Race was held at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation 
Area with 709 participants resulting in $5,689.00 in revenue.  The same race will be held in 2020.   

 
 Regulated uses at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area to allow all user groups to have safe 

and quality recreation experiences. 
 
 Two regular Mountain Bike Races were held at Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area with 584 

participants resulting in $7,795.25 in revenue for Marathon County. 
 

 Nine Mile County Forest Recreation Area hosted the third annual Ragnar Trail relay                       
      running race with approximately 2900 participants resulting in $21,294.00 in revenue.  
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Land Holdings: 
Acreage in 2019: 

County Forest - Regular County Forest Law 29,842.53 
County Forest - Special County Forest Law 631.77 
Total County Forest 30,474.30 
 
Other Land Holdings: 

Parking & road access 8.59 
Farm Lease 80.00 
McMillan Marsh Lease (DNR) 1,661.40 
Under water, island & wetlands 192.74 
Railroad ROW/Snowmobile Trail 85.04 
Total Other Lands 2,027.77 
 
Total Lands Managed: 32,502.07 Acres 
 

Timber Management, Cultural Projects, and Reforestation: 
Timber Sales: 
Timber sales generated 16,638 cords of pulpwood and 799,000 board feet of logs worth 
$845,383.37(unaudited) in 2019.  The following is a listing of the gross value of timber cut from the 
forest over the past 10 years: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Marathon County Forest 
Timber Sales Annual Gross Revenue – Cut and Hauled 

 
 
 
 
 
Other Timber Sale Data: 

2010 $526,099.29 2015 $66,366.74 
2011 $419,917.34 2016 $531,022.66 
2012 $323,146.07 2017 $347,274.04 
2013 $477,122.61 2018 $714,895.21 
2014 $242,865.33 2019 $845,383.37 
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New sales – 10 were established on 644 acres with 15,323 cords appraised at $701,970.75.             
    Marathon County Forest    

Timber Sales Annual Sold Value 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Sold sales - 10 of 11 sales advertised were sold in 2019 for a value of $735,080.30. 
 
2. Uncompleted timber contracts – 23 with 27,094 cord equivalents worth $1,296,980.20.           
3. Cut volume reports filed with DNR (form 2460): 
 Final reports – 15 sales worth $1,149,070.86 
 Partial reports - 0 sales worth $0. 
4. Severance paid to DNR on interest free loans $229,814.17. 
5. Severance Tax Escrow for Town payments (10% of gross receipts) $84,538.37.         
6. Firewood permits – 10 permits were issued worth $300.00. 
7. New sale establishment – evaluated 694 acres for potential sale (established 644 acres). 
8. Forest reconnaissance – updated 2488 acres. 
9. Completed a forest inventory and timber management recommendations for 118 acres at Mission 

Lake County Park.  
10. Established and began administering a 23 acre timber sale at Mission Lake County Park. 
11. Established and administered a 10 acre timber sale for the Marathon County Solid Waste 

Department.   
12. Completed a forest inventory and timber management recommendations for the 1568 acre Big Eau 

Pleine County Park.   
 
Cultural Projects: 
1. Classified forest habitat types on 112 acres for inclusion in our GIS database. 
2. Monitored for additional oak wilt areas in Nine Mile and Kronenwetter Forest Units. 
3. Identified three new pockets of oak trees in Nine Mile infected with the oak wilt fungus, treatment 

on five trees was completed.  All sites will be monitored in 2020.  
4. Utilized a portion of a $31,200 Sustainable Forestry grant to control invasive species and unwanted 

shrubs on several areas of the forest to promote hardwood and oak regeneration at Kronenwetter 
and Leather Camp Forest Units.  Treatment will continue in 2020. 

5. Treated areas of tansy, thistle and spotted knapweed on several wildlife flowage dikes and forest 
unit trails. 

6. Completed deer browse surveys at Big Eau Pleine County Park.  This will continue in 2020 and 
beyond. 

7. Completed deer browse surveys on 115 acres of the Marathon County Forest. 
8. Scarified 24 acres of the forest floor to prepare the site for oak acorn seedling germination at 

Kronenwetter Forest Unit using DNR heavy equipment. 
 
Reforestation: 
1.   Planted 500 white spruce and white pine on a log landing area in the Kronenwetter Forest Unit.  
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Road, Trail, and Facility Construction and Maintenance: 
1. APHIS trapped 68 beaver and removed 37 dams at problem locations in the county forest.  Three 

dams were blown using dynamite.  
2. Replaced 12 culverts at Nine Mile, Leather Camp, and Kronenwetter Forest Units and added 

granite in problem locations.  
3. Brushed approximately 11 miles of roads and trails in the Burma Road Forest Unit. 
4. Placed 3410 yards of granite and breaker on forest trails in the Kronenwetter and Leather Camp 

Forest Units. 
5. Completed repairs to dikes and water control structures from muskrat and beaver damage. 
6. Reconstructed several segments of Nine Mile ski trails to improve drainage and level the surface 

including repairs to several sections due to heavy use and erosion. 
7. Performed normal maintenance on 190 miles of forest roads and trails. 
8. Graded several sections of the Burma Road ATV trails to prevent erosion. 
9. Inspected County Forest boundaries to control encroaching land uses. 
10. Removed blown over trees on mountain bike, ski and hunter walking trails at Nine Mile and 

Leather Camp Forest Units. 
11. Repaired gates on roads and trails that access the County Forest. 
12. Repaired deer exclusion fences at Big Eau Pleine Park.  They are installed to collect data on deer 

browsing.   
 
Administration: 

1. Continued the utilization of the DNR forestry reconnaissance program (WisFIRS).  
2. Evaluated two parcels for potential land acquisition as an addition to County Forest land. 
3. Applied and received a $344,025.20 Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant to help in the purchase 

199.84 acres of land to add to the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit. 
4. Revised the Event and Use Regulations policy for Nine Mile County Forest to minimize user 

conflicts and balance all the competing uses. 
5. Developed policy and implemented principals of Forest Certification - Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative (SFI) on the Marathon County Forest. 
6. Drafted amendments to the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan to reflect forest 

certification, language and policy changes. 
7. Located and assisted in the purchase of approximately 100 cords of firewood for campers for use 

at the County Park campgrounds. 
8. Assisted in the update of the 2019-2023 County Outdoor Recreation Plan for parks. 
9. The Chief Ranger retired in August.  Two Recreational Safety Deputies were hired and since late 

October removed five illegal tree stands from County Forest lands.  Recreation Deputies also 
investigated reports of ten illegal tree stands on County Forest Land, issuing one citation. They 
investigated complaints of illegal snowmobile use on forest land, target shooting in forest unit 
parking lots, and destruction of property. At Nine Mile Forest Unit, Deputies have conducted 
numerous patrols checking for cross country ski passes issuing multiple warnings. 

10. Issued five ATV/UTV disabled person access permits to people with disabilities for County 
Forest access.   

11. Revisions were drafted to Chapter 16 of the County Forest Ordinances and were adopted by 
County Board in 2019.   

12. Held quarterly meetings with the Forest Citizen’s Advisory Subcommittee to discuss forestry and 
recreation issues. 

 
Wildlife and Fisheries Management: 
In cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: 
1. Maintained 17 flowages. 
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2. Mowed forest openings, Nine Mile and Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit flowage dikes and the Bitzke 
Bird Walk trail. 

3. Repaired severe muskrat and beaver damage on Steinke Dike at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit 
utilizing a contractor.  

4. Received a $4,000 Pittman/Robertson grant and completed additional wildlife work on the County 
Forest.   

5. Mowed most forest unit trails suitable for mowing. 
6. Treated 17 out of 72 forest openings in the forest units by either mowing or applying herbicides. 

Three other openings were field checked and didn’t need treatment. 
7. Sheared 18 acres of tag alder in the Leather Camp Forest Unit to create habitat for grouse, 

woodcock and other early successional species.   
8. Seeded 2.5 miles of roads and trails with a wildlife mixture in Kronenwetter and Leather Camp 

Forest Units. 
9. Removed cattails in front of the water control structure at Bern Forest Unit utilizing Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funding.  Removal of additional cattail masses will 
continue in 2020 and beyond. 

10. Seeded 115 lbs. of wild rice in flowages at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit. 
11. Completed a furbearer track survey in Kronenwetter and Leather Camp Forest Units.  Wolves, 

coyote, fisher and bobcat tracks were observed. 
12. Chemically or manually treated tansy, spotted knapweed and thistle along 8.25 miles of trails and 

flowage dikes at the Harrison-Hewitt Forest Unit.  
13. Testified in favor of additional antlerless tags to the County Deer Advisory Council (CDAC) in an 

attempt to reduce the deer population in areas of County Forests with tree regeneration problems.    
 
Recreation: 
Nine Mile County Forest Cross Country Ski Trails: 
The ski season opened on January 24, 2019 and the chalet closed for the season on March 23, 2019.   
 
The Wausau Nordic Ski Club offered free adult ski lessons on Tuesday evenings in January.  However, 
two of these were cancelled due to the lack of snow. The County assisted by allowing free ski rental 
and free ski passes for those taking lessons.  This partnership was developed to help promote the ski 
area and increase the interest in cross country skiing.   
 
The Snekkevik ski race and Badger State Games were cancelled due to the lack of snow.  Special 
Olympics was held and had 300 participants and $714.76 in revenue.  Stomp the Swamp Snowshoe 
race was again held in February with 44 participants resulting in $644.00 in revenue.  Total annual 
receipts associated with skiing and snowshoe activity was $54,132.98.  
 
Ski Trail Maintenance at Nine Mile Forest Unit: 
1. Brushing of all trails is ongoing, and the efforts of the volunteers are greatly appreciated.  
2. Volunteers from the Nordic Ski Club sponsored work days in October.  They performed tasks such 

as rock picking, lifting trees and brushing trails. 
3. Trail signs were inspected and damaged trail signs replaced, some new signage added, this work 

will continue in 2020 as the signage is evaluated and updated. 
4. Numerous heavy rain events caused moderate to severe erosion on ski trails that was repaired by 

County operations staff in 2019.   
 

Mountain Biking at Nine Mile Forest Unit: 
The 2019 mountain bike season opened at noon on May 15 because the April snowstorms caused wet 
conditions.  The bike trails closed as scheduled on October 15. 
There were four Mountain Bike events held at Nine Mile in 2019; The Wisconsin Endurance Mountain 
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Bike Series, NICA High School Race, Wausau 24 and the first ever IronBull Granite Grinder.  A total 
of 1144 daily passes and 490 annual passes were sold in 2019.  Total receipts associated with mountain 
biking in 2019 totaled $31,364.99.  Central Wisconsin Off-Road Cycling Coalition, (CWOCC) 
continues to be a great partner in maintaining the trail system.  The volunteers donate many hours of 
their time to maintain the single track trails. 
 
Other Recreation: 
1. Three cross country running races were held at Nine Mile in 2019. 
2. Five ATV safety classes were held in the north parking lot at Nine Mile Forest Unit in 2019. 
3. Issued twenty-six undesignated camping permits for county forests in 2019 resulting in $390 in 

revenue. 
4. The number of people using all County Forest Units continues to increase.  Activities such as 

hiking, dog walking, berry picking and horseback riding are growing and the demand for more 
trails is increasing. 

 
Recreational GIS Mapping: 
1. Completed 22 ATV/Snowmobile grant maps for Marathon County. 
2. Completed 3 new playground maps for resurfacing purposes for City Parks. 
3. Completed a Nine Mile cross country lighted loop trail map. 
4. Completed maps for parkland potential acquisitions near Brokaw. 
5. Completed Sylvan Hill Park tubing hill snow depth map. 
6. Created 2 new maps for the Eau Claire Dells and Marathon Park electrical upgrades. 
7. Completed 12 different map edits for inclusion into the County Outdoor Recreation Plan. 
8. Created 16 new plow maps for sidewalks/trails for Park Operation personnel to follow. 
9. Created 4 new show shoe trail maps for Nine Mile Forest. 
10. Created a Rivers Edge trail map.   
 
Snowmobile Trails: 
1. Trails were open 39 days during the 2018-19 season.  Looking back 27 years, the seasonal average 

has been 45 days. 
2. Six local snowmobile clubs contract with Marathon County to groom, sign, brush and perform 

other work related to maintaining the trail system on County Forest property. 
3. Clubs are responsible for signing the trails to DNR specifications.   
4. The Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department annually update the snowmobile trail map for the    

Snowmobile Council to print. This year a new map was NOT printed. In the future, a new map will  
be printed each year.  

5. Printed trail maps are made available at numerous locations throughout Marathon County.  
6. Marathon County snowmobile clubs continue to receive financial assistance for trail maintenance  

from the Snowmobile and ATV Aids Programs through grants administered by the Parks,  
Recreation and Forestry Department and disbursed by the DNR. 

7. The snow and trail conditions hotline is no longer used for reporting snow conditions or trail 
changes. This was due to the long process for updating the automated message and with constantly 
changing weather conditions updates are needed to occur quickly.  

8. Current trail conditions are also updated by the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department on the  
Marathon County website, on Facebook and the Travel Wisconsin website. 

 
9. The Snowmobile Automated Reporting System (SNARS) became mandatory for all snowmobile  

clubs statewide with the 2017-2018 season.  SNARS is a computer program that was developed to  
improve the accurate and timely reporting of County trail maintenance expenses and other data to  
the DNR. 

 



2019 County Forest Annual Report   7 
 

Burma Forest ATV/UTV Trails: 
1. Summer trails were maintained using $3,374.16 of State ATV/UTV trail maintenance funds.  More 

work will be completed this summer in the Burma Forest Unit than was done the past season. 
2. The Mid-Wisconsin Trailblazers ATV Club, through a contract with Marathon County, was 

responsible for the routine maintenance of 11 miles of summer ATV/UTV trails. 
3. Volunteers from the Mid-Wisconsin Trailblazers ATV Club continued their trail patrol to 

encourage safe and ethical riding.  Patrol members talked to other riders about the importance of 
staying on the trail. 

 
Public Outreach/Professional Development: 
1. Forest Administrator served as a member of the Wisconsin County Forests Association 

Legislative/Certification, Personnel, DNR Budget, Dues and Bylaws and Roads Committees. 
2. Attended several Society of American Foresters, Wisconsin County Forests Association and Forest 

Certification training sessions. 
3. A Recreation intern participated in a forest management job shadow with the County Forester.    
4. County Forester gave a presentation on forest management to members of the Wisconsin 

Woodland Owners Association at Nine Mile Forest. 
5. County Forester gave a presentation to 26 - 4K and kindergarten students on tree identification at 

DC Everest middle school. 
6. County Forest Administrator and County Forester attended Safety and County Awareness training 

sessions. 
7. Forest Administrator attended County IDEAS training.   
8. County Forester attended Forest Metrix training using I-Pads for use in field data collection.   
9. County Forester was appointed to the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Culture Action 

planning team.  
10. Analyzed plant samples for insect and disease problems. 
11. Interviewed by media on forestry related issues. 
12. Created interpretive displays to educate the public about the benefits of sustainable forest 

management. 
13. Attended leadership development meetings for Marathon County managers. 
 
Budget Summaries (available upon request)     
Forest Resources:             Debt Redemption: 

County Forest Program     General Debt - Aid to County Forest 
County Forest Administrator 

 County Forest Road Aids            Recreation: 
County Conservation Aids    Burma Trail ATV 19-20 
FEMA Cattail Removal     Cross-Country Ski Trails 
Sustainable Forestry     General Fund - Snowmobile Coordinator 
Segregated Land      Snowmobile Grant 19-20 
Wildlife Habitat 
Forestry State Aid 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
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RESOLUTION NO. R -   - 20 
 

PURCHASE OF CERES TIMBER LLC PROPERTY FOR COUNTY FOREST 
 

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2018, the Marathon County Board of Supervisors approved 
Resolution #R-61-18 authorizing the application for funding through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Land Acquisition Grant program, secure an appraisal and negotiate the purchase with a landowner of 
200 acres in the Town of Hewitt, Marathon County, Wisconsin, and; 

 
WHEREAS, Ceres Timber LLC has accepted Marathon County’s offer of $370,000.00 for 200 

acres under the terms of the attached Agreement of Purchase and Sale; and;  
 

WHEREAS, the property is further described in addendum A attached to the Agreement of 
Purchase and Sale; and; 
 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has notified Marathon County it is 
eligible to receive a stewardship grant of $186,995.00; and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Human Resources, Finance and Property Committee, Environmental 

Resources Committee and the Forestry/Recreation Committee recommends purchasing the Ceres 
property to meet the objectives of the Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Plan; and;  

 
WHEREAS, Objective 5.2 of the 2018 – 2022 Marathon County Strategic Plan promotes sound 

land use decisions that conserve and preserve natural resources in decisions with economic 
development and growth; and;   
 

WHEREAS, Strategies “C” and “F” of the Strategic Plan are to acquire land for public park and 
forest use to retain natural landscapes and protect natural resources; and;  

 
WHEREAS, this purchase of land meets Outcome Measure 3 of the Strategic Plan of acquiring 

an average of 320 acres of land per year for the Marathon County Parks and Forests system; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, the County Board has the authority to acquire said property for the purpose of 
establishing County Forest land pursuant to SS 59.52(6) and 28.10, Stats; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, acquisition of this property would perpetually provide forest products to our local 
economy, revenues to the County, outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and improve property 
administration on the County Forest; and;  
 
 WHEREAS, the leadership of the Town of Hewitt supports the County acquiring the property; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Marathon does hereby ordain 
and resolve as follows: 
 

1. To authorize the purchase of the Ceres Timber LLC property in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the Agreement of Purchase and Sale; and; 

  
2. That the County Forest blocking boundaries listed and described in Chapter 900 of the 

Marathon County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2006 – 2020 be amended to 
include this property;  

 
3. Direct the property to be entered under Wis. Stats. 28.11 and be designated as regular 

County forest lands; 
 



 
  

4. To authorize the proper County officials to execute the documents necessary to complete 
this transaction. 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is directed to issue checks pursuant to this 

resolution and the Treasurer to honor said checks. 
 
Dated this 24th day of March, 2020. 
 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES, FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
                                                     ________________________ 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
 

 
FORESTRY/RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 
________________________     ________________________     ________________________ 
 
 
Fiscal Impact Estimate: In total $373,990.00 for the purchase of this property to be funded as 
follows: 
 

1. Land Purchase – State Grant - $186,995.00 
  

2. Forestry Segregated Land Purchase Account - $35,000.00 
                         

3. Forestry State Aid Account - $127,524.00 
 

4. 2020 Parks, Recreation and Forestry Levy Budget - $24,471.00  
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Wisconsin County Forests Association 
2020 Spring County Forest Administrators Meeting 

Thursday, March 19 & Friday, March 20 
 

Hotel Marshfield, 2700 S. Central Avenue, Marshfield, WI 54449 
715-387-2700 or Toll Free 855-583-2700 

 

AGENDA 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 
 

7:30 a.m. – Registration, Continental Breakfast 
 

8:00 a.m. – Welcome, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call of Counties –  Rick Dailey, President, 
County Forest Administrators 
 

8:15 a.m. –Opening Address – Rebekah Luedtke, WCFA Executive Director 
 

8:30 a.m. – Comments from the Office of the State Forester – Heather Berklund, Division of 
Forestry, WDNR 
 

8:45 a.m. –Welcoming the 30th Wisconsin County Forest – Doug Brown, County Forest & 
Public Lands Specialist, WDNR, Kason Morley, Adams County and others 
 
8:55 a.m. - Current County Forest Issues – Doug Brown, County Forest & Public Lands 
Specialist, WDNR 
 

9:30 a.m. – Tribal Gathering Rights – Mark Herman, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, WDNR 
 
10:15 a.m. - Morning Break 
 

10:30 a.m. - Wisconsin's Freshwater Mussels: The Hidden Strengths of Mussel 
Conservation– Jesse Weinzinger, Conservation Biologist, WDNR 

 

11:15 a.m. – Using Historical Fire as a Reference for Management of Wisconsin Pine 
Forests – Jed Meunier, Research Scientist, Division of Forestry, WDNR  

 

12:00 p.m. – Lunch 
 

1:00 p.m. – Status of the Papermaking Industry – Scott Suder, President, Wisconsin Paper 
Council  
 
1:45 p.m. – County Forests, DNR and the Worker Protection Standard – Becky Gray, 
Forest Health Team Leader, WDNR 

 

Norman Bickford 
President 
Burnett County 
   
Joe Waichulis  
Vice President 
Clark County 
   
Greg Sekela 
Treasurer 
Oconto County 
   
Al Mans 
Director   
Marinette County 
   
Myron Brooks 
Director 
Taylor County 
   
Ed Kelley 
Director 
Florence County 
   
Bill Schradle 
Director 
Barron County 
 
Tom Thompson, Jr. 
Director 
Iron County 
 
Phil Schneider 
Director 
Rusk County  
 
Romaine Quinn 
Director 
Washburn County 
 
William Bialecki 
Director 
Lincoln County 
 
Arnold Schlei 
Director 
Marathon County 
 
Ed Wafle 
Director 
Juneau County 
 
Alan VanRaalte 
Director 
Oneida County 
 
Michael Luedeke 
Director-at-Large 
Spooner, WI 
 
Henry Schienebeck 
Director-at-Large 
Rhinelander, WI 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rebekah Luedtke 
Executive Director 

 
Gary Zimmer 

Asst. Executive Director 
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2:15 p.m.  – Wisconsin’s Fire Management Program– Jim Barnier, Fire Program Manager, WDNR  
 
2:45 p.m. – Afternoon Break 
 

3:00 p.m. – Working with DNR Law Enforcement Protecting the People and Natural Resources of 
Wisconsin, Casey Krueger, Chief Warden, Bureau of Law Enforcement, WDNR 
 

3:30 p.m. – The Forest Health Round Up – A Year in Review, Paul Cigan, Forest Health Specialist, WDNR 
 

4:00 p.m. – Annual County Forest Administrators Business Meeting 
 Report from County Forest Administrators - President Rick Dailey 
 Report from Legislative/Forest Certification Committee – Mike Peterson 
 Report from Motorized Recreation Committee – Jason Nichols 
 Election of new President Elect 
 What’s going on in your county? 
 Items from the floor 
 

5:00 p.m. – Social Hour 
 
6:00 p.m. – Banquet  
 

Friday, March 20, 2020 
 

7:30 – 8:00 a.m. – Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:00 a.m. – Carbon Credits/Carbon Markets – Brian Anderson, FIA Analyst, WDNR 
 

8:30 a.m. - Wisconsin Ruffed Grouse Management Plan, 2020-2030 – Mark Witecha, Upland Wildlife 
Ecologist & Farm Bill Specialist, WDNR 
 
9:00 a.m. – State Natural Areas, High Conservation Value Forests, and Representative Sample Areas in 
County Forest Plans– Dave Sample, Ecologist and Matt Zine, Conservation Biologist, WDNR 
 

9:45 a.m. – Legislative Update - Shawn Pfaff, WCFA Lobbyist, Pfaff Public Affairs 
 

10: 15 a.m. – Morning Break 
 

10:30 a.m. – Trail Standards Guidance – Dave Kafura, Forest Hydrologist, WDNR 
 
11:00 a.m. – Ticks and Mosquitoes in Wisconsin - Gebbiena Bron and Xia Lee, Midwest Center of 
Excellence for Vector-Borne Disease 
 

11:45 p.m. – Door Prizes (Must be Present to Win) 
 
11:50 p.m. – Closing Remarks - Rick Dailey 
 

The meeting has been approved for the following SAF CFE Category 1 credits:  
Day 1 – x.x CF  
Day 2 – x.x CF 
 

The meeting has been approved for the following SFI credits through FISTA: 
Day 1 – x hours        Day 2 – x hours 
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