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Marathon County Board of Health   
 
Meeting Date/Time: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 7:45 AM        
Meeting Location: Marathon County Courthouse 
   Assembly Room 
   500 Forest Street 
   Wausau, WI 54403 
 
The meeting site identified above will be open to the public beginning at 7:45 AM.  Marathon County 
requests that appropriate COVID-19 safety measures, including adequate social distancing, be utilized by 
all in-person attendees. Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call into the telephone 
conference beginning five (5) minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the following 
number. When you enter the telephone conference, put your phone on mute. 
 
Dial +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 851 2896 1112 
Password: 882227 
 
Committee Members:  John Robinson, Chair; Craig McEwen, Vice-Chair; Kue Her, Secretary; Sandi 
Cihlar; Dean Danner; Tiffany Lee; Corrie Norrbom, Tara Draeger 
 
Marathon County Mission Statement:  Marathon County Government serves people by leading, 
coordinating, and providing county, regional, and statewide initiatives. It directly or in cooperation with 
other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that make Marathon 
County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business.  (Last updated: 
12-20-05) 
 
Marathon County Health Department Mission Statement: To advance a healthy Marathon County 
community by preventing disease, promoting health, and protecting the public from environmental 
hazards.  (Last updated: 5-7-13) 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Welcome of new member, Tara Draeger 

 
3. Public Comment Period (Limit to 15 Minutes) 

 
4. Approval of the Minutes of the September 14, 2021 Board of Health Meeting 
 
5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution  

A. None 
 
6. Policy Discussion and Possible Action  
  
7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  

A. Update on actions being taken to address human health hazards identified at the Northern 
Mobile Home Park 

B. COVID Status Review 
C. Review of New Environmental Health Tracking Program Data 
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D. Start Right Evaluation Update 
E. Report from the Health & Human Services Committee meeting on policy issues impacting 

public health 
 
8. Announcements  
 
9. Next Meeting Date & Time, Location, Future Agenda Items:   

A. Confirm December 14, 2021 meeting date and determine agenda topics 
 

10. Adjourn 
 

FAXED TO: Daily Herald, City Pages,   Signed______________________________ 
Marshfield News, Mid-West Radio Group 
       THIS NOTICE POSTED AT THE COURTHOUSE 
Date _______  Time______________ 
By ______________________________ Date_________    Time________________ 
 
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to 
participate should call the County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail 
infomarathon@mail.co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting. 
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Marathon County Board of Health   
 
Meeting Date/Time: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 7:45 AM        
Meeting Location: Marathon County Courthouse 
   Assembly Room 
   500 Forest Street 
   Wausau, WI 54403 
 
 
Present - In Person: John Robinson, Sandi Cihlar 
 
Present - Via Zoom: Kue Her, Craig McEwen, Corrie Norrbom 
 
MCHD Staff:  Laura Scudiere, Dale Grosskurth, Eileen Eckardt, Rachel Klemp-North,  

Rebecca Mroczenski, Aaron Ruff (online), Jonathan Schmunk, Kim Wieloch 
 

Others via Zoom: Tim Buttke, Chris Dickinson 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
John Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:46 AM. 
 

2. Public Comment Period (Limit to 15 Minutes) 
 
No public comments were made. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the September 14, 2021 Board of Health Meeting 
 
Motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2021 Board of Health meeting made by 
Sandi Cihlar.  Second by Craig McEwen.  Motion approved. 

 
4. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution  

A. None 
 
5. Policy Discussion and Possible Action  

 
A. COVID-19 Response and Recovery Funding for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

 
Laura Scudiere shared that the intent of COVID funding is to build infrastructure to return to 
and/or continue doing 140-required activities and summarized the initial proposal for 
utilizing the funding. She stressed that this is a hybrid model that allows the Marathon 
County Health Department to flex staffing according to the response required by the level of 
disease activity. Corrie Norrbom requested intentionality with hiring as there is an 
opportunity here to diversify the workforce. Sandi Cihlar requested resuming the regular 
update of other communicable disease case numbers to support funding of MCHD. 
 
Motion to advance proposal to appropriate committees for consideration made by Sandi 
Cihlar.  Second by Kue Her.  Motion approved. 
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6. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  

 
A. Update on actions being taken to address human health hazards identified at the Northern 

Mobile Home Park 
 
Dale Grosskurth shared that the North Central Community Action Program has been doing 
outreach to residents:  packets have been provided to all residences that appear to be 
occupied, and the organization has worked directly with 10 households so far to move 
homes to another park.  They will continue to do outreach to connect with as many 
residents as possible, as the park must be unoccupied by November 8, 2021.  The 
understanding is that the City of Schofield will work with Everest Metro Police to enforce 
the vacancy order. Due to the outdated resident listing that was provided by the owner, the 
exact demographics of the current residents are unknown.  
 

B. COVID Dashboard 
 
Laura Scudiere provided an overview of a COVID dashboard in the Board packet and 
indicated that current information can be found on the Marathon County Health 
Department website.  There was a discussion about challenges to testing (availability, high 
wait times) in the area and early plans to partner with health care providers and the 
National Guard to offer testing options. There was further discussion about barriers to 
testing (literacy, language, culture) and how these barriers highlight health inequities. John 
Robinson requested an update at the next meeting on testing as well as an update on DHS 
reporting parameters for COVID funding.   
 

C. Topics for Upcoming Board Training 
 
Group discussed topics for a Board retreat/meeting/training to be scheduled. Topics of 
interest include health equity; the Board of Health’s relationship to the Health and Human 
Services committee and clarity about the reporting structure; understanding of authority of 
the Health Officer and the Board of Health from a state statute standpoint; the Wisconsin 
Association of Local Health Departments and Boards (WALHDB) and its relationship with 
other national organizations. Laura and John will plan this training and bring it back to board 
for approval. 
 

D. Report from the Health & Human Services Committee meeting on policy issues impacting 
public health 
 
Tim Buttke reported on the elevated child support grant from Marathon County Department 
of Social Services, which is a partnership between Kenosha, Racine, Wood, and Marathon 
Counties and whose goal is improving relationships between non-custodial parents and their 
children.  The results indicated significant success, with 170 total enrollees and 85 active 
participants, as well as approved grant funding of a position to start in October.   
 
The Committee also received a request from Mount View Care Center requesting approval 
for a decrease in number of licensed beds from 183 to 154. There were concerns raised and 
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objections to the proposal brought forward, so MVCC representatives will bring back the 
proposal with requested clarifications to a future meeting. 

 
7. Announcements  

 
None. 

 
8. Next Meeting Date & Time, Location, Future Agenda Items:   

A. Confirm November 9, 2021 meeting date and determine agenda topics 
i. There will be no update from Healthy Marathon County. 

ii. Start Right update and discussion about evaluation results from UniverCity. 
 
9. Adjourn  

 
Motion to adjourn made by Craig McEwen, second by Kue Her.  Meeting adjourned at 8:28 
AM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kue Her, Secretary 
Kim Wieloch, Recorded 
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Health Officer Notes 
October 2021 

 
A. Call to Order 

 
B. Welcome of new member, Tara Draeger 

Tara was appointed in October at the Marathon County Board. She is the System Director of 
Community Health Improvement at Aspirus and also the current Interim Executive Director of 
the Aspirus Health Foundation. Tara has a background in public health and has been very active 
on the annual Marathon County community health improvement plans and community health 
assessments. 

 
C. Public Comment Period (Limit to 15 Minutes) 

 
D. Approval of the Minutes of the September 14, 2021 Board of Health Meeting 
 
E. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution  

A. None 
 
F. Policy Discussion and Possible Action  

A. None 
 
G. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports  

A. Update on actions being taken to address human health hazards identified at the Northern 
Mobile Home Park 

i. Dale Grosskurth, Director of Environmental Health and Safety, will provide an 
update on actions being taken to address human health hazards at the Northern 
Mobile Home Park. 

B. COVID Status Review 
i. A COVID dashboard has been provided in the packet. Please be aware that this 

is a snapshot in time, taken on submission of the board packet information. 
Updated data is also found on our web site at 
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/COVID19/Da
shboard.aspx 

ii. COVID response programmatic updates will be provided. 
C. Review of New Environmental Health Tracking Program Data 

i. Dale Grosskurth, Director of Environmental Health and Safety will give overview 
of this resource from the state. This is in the packet for review. 

D. Start Right Evaluation Update 
i. Preliminary highlights of the Start Right Evaluation will be reviewed. The report 

will be made available once finalized. 
E. Report from the Health & Human Services Committee meeting on policy issues impacting 

public health 
 
H. Announcements  

A. Update on Staffing  
i. Danielle Habeck has joined as Vaccine and Testing Coordinator. Amanda 

Ostrowski has accepted the Community Health Improvement Director position. 

https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/COVID19/Dashboard.aspx
https://www.co.marathon.wi.us/Departments/HealthDepartment/COVID19/Dashboard.aspx
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Hope Mayotte has started with the Children and Youth with Special Health Care 
Needs as a Community Specialist and will be working in the Northwest part of 
the program’s region (Ashland, Bayfield, Price, and Sawyer counties). 

 



 

Wisconsin Environmental Public Health Tracking Program

2021 COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROFILE

MARATHON COUNTY



COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENTS

Tracking data can help flesh out your community health 
assessment and help meet state requirements.

COMMUNITY HEALTH IMPROVEMENT 

PLANS

Use Tracking data and Ideas for Taking Action to 
prioritize environmental health and plan strategies for 
community improvement. Use the data to track progress 
in meeting your goals.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Localize your posts with data from your community.

GRANT PROPOSALS

Tracking data and resources can help you and your 
team develop rationale for funding requests. These 
data can help justify existing programs and show 
where work needs to be done.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

When creating programs and outreach materials for 
your community, Tracking data can help you make 
your case and show the extent of the problem.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT

Tracking data and these County Environmental Health 
Profiles contain measures that can be used to identify 
the need for a policy. Once a policy is in place, the data 
can be used as a baseline to track progress over time.

HOW TO USE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING DATA

If you have questions about how 

to use Tracking data in your 

work, let us know!

dhstracking@wi.gov

RESEARCH

Tracking data can be used to explore environmental 
health research questions.

MEDIA STORIES

Strengthen your interview, article, or press release with 
facts and figures from Tracking and our resources.

ACCREDITATION

The Profiles can be used to address Public Health 
Accreditation Board standards, such as Standard 1.3: 
"analyze public health data to identify trends in health 
problems, environmental public health hazards, and 
social and economic factors that affect the public's 
health."

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/takeaction.htm
mailto:dhstracking@wi.gov
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/resources.htm
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Above state value At or below state value Data details on next page^  Data are suppressed 
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DASHBOARD DATA DETAILS
Below are the abbreviated references for the data presented in the dashboard. Note that some measures have more years 
of data available on the Wisconsin Tracking portal. For additional data details, see pages 15-16. For more information about 
age-adjustment and other terms referenced in this Profile, visit the Wisconsin Tracking Program's data details webpage or 
our Tracking 270 tutorial, both available on our website.  

COMMUNITY HEALTH
Alcohol Outlet Density: Crude rate of alcohol licenses per 
500 people
Source: Division of Care and Treatment Services, 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services; primary data 
source is Wisconsin Department of Revenue
Years displayed: 2017-2018

Motor Vehicle-Related Fatalities: Percent of fatal motor 
vehicle crashes involving cyclists or pedestrians
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health 
Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Years Displayed: 2014-2018

PRIVATE WATER QUALITY
Arsenic: Percent of test results that exceed 
EPA standard of 10 µg/L
Nitrate: Percent of test results that exceed 
EPA standard of 10 mg/L
Source: Well Water Quality Viewer, Center 
for Watershed Science and Education, 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Years displayed: 1988 to July 2019

HOME HAZARDS
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning: Age-adjusted rate of 
emergency room visits related to unintentional CO 
poisoning per 100,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of Public 
Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Years displayed: 2015-2019

Childhood Lead Poisoning: Percent of children (less than 
6 years of age) who had a blood lead level ≥5 µg/dL, 
among those tested
Source: Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, 
Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health, 
Division of Public Health, Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services
Year displayed: 2019

Radon: Percent of tests with results at or above EPA 
standard of 4 pCi/L
Source: Radon and Indoor Air Program, Bureau of 
Environmental and Occupational Health, Division of 
Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Year displayed: 2020

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Extreme Heat: Projected number of extreme heat days above 90°F
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is CONUS (Continental 
U.S.) Downscaled Climate Projections. NOTE: These specific data are no longer available. Please visit our Portal for 
updated heat projection measures.
Year displayed: 2080

Extreme Precipitation: Projected number of extreme precipitation days with over 1 inch of precipitation 
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is CONUS (Continental 
U.S.) Downscaled Climate Projections. NOTE: NOTE: These specific data are no longer available. Please visit our 
Portal for updated heat projection measures.
Year displayed: 2080

HEALTH CONDITIONS
Asthma: Age-adjusted rate of emergency room 
visits related to asthma per 10,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of 
Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services
Year displayed: 2019

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder
(COPD): Age-adjusted rate of emergency room 
visits related to COPD for persons 25 years and 
older per 10,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of 
Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services
Year displayed: 2019

Lyme Disease: Crude rate of confirmed and 
probable Lyme disease cases per 100,000 people
Source: Vectorborne Disease Program, Bureau of 
Communicable Diseases, Division of Public 
Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Year displayed: 2019

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht
https://dhsgis.wi.gov/DHS/EPHTracker/


MOTOR VEHICLE-RELATED FATALITIES

PERCENT OF FATAL MOTOR VEHICLE CRASHES INVOLVING

CYCLISTS OR PEDESTRIANS 

5

Alcohol Outlet Density

Motor Vehicle-Related Fatalities

Marathon County

Marathon County

Above state value
At or below state 

value
    ^  Suppressed

COMMUNITY HEALTH MARATHON COUNTY

BACKGROUND

Environment includes not only the air we breathe and the 
water we drink, but also our built environment: the 
businesses, parks, schools, bike paths, roads, and other 
surroundings that make up our communities. 

Our built environment includes the roads and intersections 
in our communities. The way that our community is 
designed can moderate exposure to traffic and the 
resulting crash fatalities.

Places that sell alcohol are part of that built environment. 
Examining the number of places that sell alcohol per the 
county population—which is known as alcohol outlet 
density—can help us understand how alcohol impacts our 
health and communities.
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MOTOR VEHICLE-RELATED FATALITIES 

INVOLVING CYCYLISTS OR PEDESTRIANS

Biking and walking are healthy, environmentally-friendly 
modes of transportation. Unfortunately, both bikers and 
walkers are more likley to be seriously injured or killed 
when involved in a motor-vehicle related crash.

Pedestrian and cyclist fatalities have been on the rise. 
According to the Pedestrian and Bicycle Information 
Center, pedestrian and cyclist fatalities in the U.S.
increased by 50.7% in the ten-year period between 2009 
and 2018. During that same time period, total traffic 
fatalities increased by 7.9%. 

It is important to integrate pedestrian and bike safety into 
community design. Examples include lighting, crosswalks, 
sidewalks, and bike lanes.

1.47

1.51

Rate of alcohol licenses per 500 people

Percent of fatal motor vehicle crashes involving 
cyclists or pedestrians

Wisconsin

Wisconsin 16.0%

11.1%

https://www.pedbikeinfo.org/factsfigures/facts_safety.cfm


ALCOHOL OUTLET DENSITY

CRUDE RATE OF ALCOHOL LICENSES

PER 500 PEOPLE

2017-2018
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COMMUNITY HEALTH MARATHON COUNTY

ALCOHOL OUTLET DENSITY

Alcohol has many potential health consequences, 
including increased risk for seven types of cancer.

Alcohol outlets are places where someone can buy 
alcohol to drink on premises (such as bars) or elsewhere 
(such as liquor stores). 

Communities can use alcohol outlet density data to get a 
better understanding of how alcohol impacts their 
residents. We can use these data to monitor alcohol-
related measures over time and to educate 
communities, plan programs, and implement policies.

Alcohol outlet data are collected once annually, which 
means at any given time in the year, a new license could 
be issued or an old one may not be renewed.

Differences in alcohol outlet density are difficult to 
interpret. Rural counties may have a higher number of 
outlets relative to population, but these outlets may be 
small and serve fewer people than a single outlet in a 
larger city.  

Learn more about alcohol outlet density and Wisconsin's 
alcohol environment by visiting Wisconsin Alcohol Policy 
Project.

https://www.pedbikeinfo.org/factsfigures/facts_safety.cfm
https://law.wisc.edu/wapp/


ARSENIC IN PRIVATE WELLS

PERCENT OF TEST RESULTS ABOVE EPA STANDARD OF 10 µg/L

1988 TO JULY 2019
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22.21% to <27.76%

Source: UW-Stevens Point Well Water Viewer 7
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PRIVATE WATER QUALITY MARATHON COUNTY

BACKGROUND

About four in 10 Wisconsin homes get their water from private 
wells. Well owners are responsible for monitoring and testing 
their wells. All private wells should be tested regularly to ensure 
the water is safe to use and drink.  

The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point's Center for Watershed 
Science created a mapping tool to improve access to private well 
water data. The private well data are voluntarily submitted by 
homeowners and do not include water quality information for all 
known wells. County-specific measures for arsenic and nitrate in 
private wells are included in this report. Users can find public 
water quality data on our data portal.

ARSENIC IN PRIVATE WELLS

Arsenic can naturally occur in soil and rock formations 
but can also come from some types of pesticides, 
treated wood, and certain foods. In Wisconsin, high 
levels of arsenic in wells are most common in the 
northeastern part of the state but can be found in any 
county.

Drinking water with high levels of arsenic can cause skin 
rashes and stomach problems. Arsenic can also increase 
the risk for certain kinds of cancer. Infants and children 
are especially sensitive to arsenic, and high levels can 
affect learning.
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Wisconsin

Wisconsin

https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/watershed/Pages/WellWaterViewer.aspx


NITRATE IN PRIVATE WELLS

PERCENT OF TEST RESULTS ABOVE EPA STANDARD OF 10 mg/L

1988 TO JULY 2019

0.00% to <5.24%

5.24% to <10.49%

10.49% to <15.73%

15.73% to <20.97%

20.97% to <26.22%

Source: UW-Stevens Point Well Water Viewer
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PRIVATE WATER QUALITY MARATHON COUNTY

ABOUT THE PRIVATE WELL WATER DATA

The data displayed in the private well water section include 
samples collected from 1988 to July 2019. The maps include 
results of 47,748 arsenic samples and 192,706 nitrate samples. 
The number of samples collected varies from year to year and by 
county; accordingly, some years and counties are better 
represented than others. 

These data do not include all well tests conducted in the state; 
some tests done by private labs and local labs are not submitted 
to be displayed on the Well Water Viewer.

To explore data for other water contaminants, visit the UW 
Stevens Point Well Water Viewer.

NITRATE IN PRIVATE WELLS

Nitrate naturally occurs in plants and animals and can enter 
groundwater from fertilizers or animal and human waste.  

In Wisconsin, nitrate is one of the most common groundwater 
contaminants. High nitrate levels are linked with certain birth 
defects.  

Infants who consume drinking water with high nitrate levels are at 
risk of blue baby syndrome, a condition that limits the blood's 
ability to carry oxygen.

https://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/watershed/Pages/WellWaterViewer.aspx


Scenario 2

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

RATE OF ER VISITS PER 100,000 PEOPLE
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HOME HAZARDS MARATHON COUNTY

BACKGROUND

Because we spend a great deal of time in our homes, it's important that they are safe and healthy. Carbon monoxide (CO) 
poisoning, childhood lead poisoning, and radon are three home hazards tracked by the Wisconsin Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Program.  

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

Carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning prevents oxygen 
from getting to the body, which can damage tissue and 
even cause death.  

CO is a toxic gas that cannot be seen or smelled. CO is 
created whenever fuel or other materials are burned. 
Wisconsin state law requires all homes to have a CO 
detector on every level.  

CO poisoning is also a risk in indoor ice arenas or 
recreational facilities where fuel-powered equipment 
(e.g., ice resurfacers, motorbikes, go-karts) is used. 
While there is no state law requiring CO detectors in 
these venues, it is still important to monitor CO levels 
in the air and take action if levels are unsafe.   
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CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING

PERCENT OF TESTED CHILDREN WITH BLOOD LEAD ≥5 µg/dL

NUMBER OF CHILDREN TESTED 

PERCENT OF TESTS WITH RESULTS ≥4 pCi/L

16,345 TOTAL TESTS

3.0% to 14.6%

>14.6% to 26.2%

>26.2% to 37.8%

>37.8% to 49.4%

>49.4% to 61.0%
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HOME HAZARDS MARATHON COUNTY

CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING

Lead poisoning slows growth and development in 
children, particularly in the brain. Lead poisoning is also 
associated with problems later in life, such as poor 
academic outcomes and increased incarceration. 

Exposure to even low levels of lead can cause damage 
over time, especially in children. Blood lead levels are 
measured in micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL). The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines 
lead poisoning as having a blood lead level at or above 5 
µg/dL. 

In most Wisconsin counties, the percentage of children 
poisoned is low. However, because counties vary greatly 
in the number of children tested for lead poisoning, these 
percentages should be interpreted with caution. For 
example, if eight children were tested in a county and two 
were poisoned, the percentage of children poisoned for 
that county would be 25%. 

To facilitate accurate interpretation, the figure on the 
right displays both the percentage of children poisoned 
among those tested and the total number of children 
tested. More detailed information on the number of 
children poisoned at the census tract level is available on 
the Wisconsin Tracking data portal.

RADON

Radon is a naturally-occurring gas that is radioactive and 
can cause lung cancer. Radon can leak into homes and 
other buildings through cracks in the foundation.

Like carbon monoxide, radon can't be seen or smelled.  
Homes both old and new can have unsafe radon levels, 
and the only way to know if a home has high radon levels 
is to test for it.  

The radon data we present are only a fraction of the tests 
completed in Wisconsin. The data presented include all 
tests facilitated by the Radon and Indoor Air Program and 
Radon Information Centers, but may not include all tests 
conducted by private contractors. To view more years of 
data and data at the zip code level, visit The Wisconsin 
Radon Program.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommends 
all homes with radon levels of four picocuries per liter (4 
pCi/L) or higher be fixed. There are many certified radon 
mitigation contractors throughout the state who can fix 
radon problems in homes. Learn more at lowradon.org.

Note: The data for this map represent the percent of tests with results 
at or above the EPA standard of 4 pCi/L. The white asterisk denotes a 
county with 5 tests from 2017-2020. All other counties display data 
from 2020 only. These percentages may not be representative of 
radon levels for the entire county and should be interpreted with 
caution.
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HEALTH CONDITIONS MARATHON COUNTY

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Public Health Tracking Program monitors data on asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), and Lyme disease. Each of these measures is strongly linked to one or more environmental factors.

ASTHMA

Asthma is a disease that affects breathing and limits the 
ability to get oxygen to the lungs. Asthma symptoms may 
occur from exposure to common triggers, such as tobacco 
smoke, outdoor air pollution, or pollen.

The overall rate of asthma emergency room visits in 
Wisconsin has slightly declined since 2004. Rates at the 
county level are more variable. In Wisconsin, asthma 
rates vary considerably by race and ethnicity. Read more 
about these differences in our asthma disparities 
surveillance brief. 
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To learn more about the burden of asthma and 
resources in Wisconsin, visit our Asthma Program's 
webpage. View more years of asthma data on our 
portal.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01727.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asthma/index.htm
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CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE PULMONARY 

DISEASE (COPD)

COPD refers to a group of diseases that cause airflow 
blockage and breathing-related problems. COPD 
includes emphysema and chronic bronchitis. COPD is 
usually caused by cigarette smoking, but long-term 
exposure to other lung irritants, like secondhand smoke, 
can also contribute to COPD. 

According to the CDC, tobacco smoking accounts for as 
many as 8 out of 10 COPD-related deaths. According to 
Wisconsin Tobacco Prevention and Control Program, 
17% of Wisconsin residents currently smoke. 

LYME DISEASE

Lyme disease is spread by the bite of an infected 
black-legged tick (Ixodes scapularis) and is becoming 
more common in Wisconsin. The highest number of 
cases is typically reported in the northwestern region 
of Wisconsin, but in recent years cases have increased 
in the central and eastern regions. Lyme disease was 
Wisconsin's fourth highest reported notifiable 
communicable disease in 2019.  

Wisconsin’s climate has become generally warmer 
and wetter, which can provide more favorable 
conditions for ticks. Climate change has contributed 
toward the expanded geographic distribution of ticks 
as well as a longer season of tick activity and potential 
for Lyme disease transmission. Other factors, such as 
host populations (for example, deer and mice), 
awareness of Lyme disease, and land use changes, 
also impact Lyme disease rates.
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INTERPRETING LYME DISEASE DATA

The crude rate includes confirmed cases of Lyme disease—
not probable or estimated cases—until 2008. Starting in 
2008, the crude rate includes confirmed and probable 
cases.

The criteria for reporting Lyme disease were revised again in 
2012 to require reporting and follow-up only for cases with 
an erythema migrans (EM) rash. To compensate for this 
change, epidemiologists used a statistical method to 
estimate the true number of cases based on the number of 
total laboratory reports for each year since 2012.

As such, rates of confirmed cases might appear to 
decrease since 2012, but this is likely due to the change in 
case definition, not from a reduced burden of Lyme 
disease.

On the Tracking portal, estimated cases are only available 
at the state level, not the county level. The crude rate of 
cases reported here is an underestimate of the true rate 
of Lyme disease (see data details on page 16 for more 
information).

To learn more about smoking in Wisconsin, visit the 
Wisconsin Tobacco Prevention and Control webpage.

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/diseases/copd.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/asthma/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tobacco/index.htm
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CLIMATE CHANGE MARATHON COUNTY

BACKGROUND

Consistent with global climate change trends over the past 60 

years, Wisconsin has become generally warmer and wetter.

Changes in the climate may lead to drought, temperature 

extremes (very hot and very cold days), more precipitation and 

flooding, and more carriers of disease (for example, 

mosquitoes and ticks). Climate change can contribute to 

mental health problems, water and vectorborne diseases, 

allergies, water and food insecurity, and even death.

In this section, we focus on projections of heat and 

precipitation. This information can help inform decision-making 

and policies that can help local communities assess 

vulnerabilities, estimate the burden, and build overall resilience 

against the effects of a changing climate.
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EXTREME HEAT PROJECTIONS

As temperatures rise, there is an increased risk of 
more heat-related illness and deaths in both urban 
and rural areas. These more intense heat-related 
events will threaten lives as well as disrupt health 
and social services. 

Certain populations, such as adults who live alone or 
have limited social contacts, older adults, males who 
work or play outside, and people without access to 
air conditioning are at increased risk of heat-related 
illness. 

The projected number of future extreme heat days 
(those above 90°F) is expected to increase in all 
Wisconsin counties over the next several decades.



PROJECTED NUMBER OF FUTURE EXTREME

PRECIPITATION DAYS

NUMBER OF DAYS WITH > 1 INCH OF PRECIPITATION
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CLIMATE CHANGE MARATHON COUNTY

EXTREME PRECIPITATION PROJECTIONS

The frequency and intensity of extreme precipitation 
events have increased and are likely to increase further, 
raising the risk of flash flooding. These more frequent 
heavy rain events can have adverse effects on our health. 

These events will likely increase our exposure to water-
borne illnesses, including those linked to sewage 
contamination of drinking water. Our lakes and rivers are 
likely to have more outbreaks of aquatic pathogens, 
including bacteria and harmful algal blooms.

The projected number of extreme preciptiation events with 
over 1 inch of precipitation is expected to increase over 
future decades.
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If you are looking for more 

information on the climate and

health connection, check out 

our Climate and Health 

Program! 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/climate/index.htm


PROFILE DATA DETAILS
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COMMUNITY HEALTH
Alcohol Outlet Density: Crude rate of alcohol licenses per 500 people 
Source: Divsion of Care and Treatment Services, Wisconsin Department of Health Services; primary data source is Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue
Years displayed: 2017-2018
Data details: Data are a point-in-time estimate, meaning the data are shared once annually and, at any given time throughout the 
year, a new license could be issued or an old one not renewed. Data are not suppressed for this measure. Crude rate of alcohol 
licenses per 500 people is the number of establishments with a liquor license divided by the total number of people in the county, 
expressed as a number per 500 people in the population. 

Motor Vehicle-Related Fatalities: Percent of fatal motor vehicle crashes involving cyclists or pedestrians
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration
Years displayed: 2004-2018; data from 2014-2018 displayed on dashboard
Data details: Data were obtained from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's Fatality Analysis Reporting System 
(FARS). Percentages were calculated by dividing the number of distinct crashes involving bicyclists or pedestrians by the total number 
of distinct fatal crashes, then multiplying by 100.

PRIVATE WATER QUALITY
Arsenic: Percent of test results for arsenic that exceed EPA standard of 10 µg/L
Nitrate: Percent of test results for nitrate that exceed EPA standard of 10 mg/L 
Source: Well Water Quality Viewer, Center for Watershed Science and Education, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
Years displayed: 1988 to July 2019
Data details: The statewide comparison number was calculated by dividing the total number of tests that exceed EPA standard by 
the total number of tests and multiplying by 100. Per the Well Water Quality Viewer, "The viewer summarizes private well water 
quality data from the Center for Watershed Science and Education, the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection, the Department of Natural Resources Groundwater Retrieval Network, Eau Claire City-County Health Department, and 
LaCrosse County Health Department. It is not considered a scientific study and does not represent well water quality information for 
all known private wells."

HOME HAZARDS
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Poisoning: Annual average rate of emergency room visits related to unintentional CO poisoning, age-adjusted 
per 100,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Years displayed: 2010-2019; data averaged from 2015-2019 displayed on the dashboard
Data details: This measure includes carbon monoxide poisonings that were unintentional (fire- or non-fire-related) and of unknown 
intent. These data are from emergency room visit records. The measure includes cases with an ICD-9 code (from 2010 through quarter 
three of 2015) of 986 or cause of injury code E868.2, E868.3, E868.8, E868.9, E982.0, or E982.1 and cases with an ICD-10 code (from 
quarter four of 2015 through 2019) of T58.01, T58.04, T58.11, T58.14, T58.2X1, T58.2X4, T58.8X1, T58.8X4, T58.91, and T58.94. Cases 
are excluded if there is any ICD-9 or ICD-10 code that indicates intentional exposure. Data for counties with fewer than five visits are 
suppressed to protect confidentiality.  However, data from counties with zero visits are not suppressed. Direct age-adjustment is 
conducted using the 2000 U.S. standard population.

Childhood Lead Poisoning: Percent of children (less than 6 years of age) who had a blood lead level ≥5 µg/dL, among those tested; and 
the total number of children (less than 6 years of age) who were tested 
Source: Wisconsin Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health, Division of 
Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Years displayed: 2006-2019; data from 2019 displayed on dashboard
Data details: Wisconsin blood lead testing data from children less than 6 years of age are reported to the Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program. Data are de-duplicated such that they contain the most recent confirmatory (venous) test following an elevated 
screening (capillary) test. If no confirmatory test for the individual is available, the most recent screening test result is used. The 
Wisconsin average includes all tests, regardless of whether there is location data for a given test.  

Radon: Percent of radon tests with results at or above EPA standard of 4 pCi/L
Source: Wisconsin Radon and Indoor Air Program, Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health, Division of Public Health, 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Year displayed: 2020
Data details: The map of these data comes from the CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal. The Wisconsin 
Radon and Indoor Air Program requested data from six private labs: AccuStar, Air Chek Inc., DrHomeAir, PRO-LAB Inc., Radonova, and 
Radon Testing Corporation of America (RTCA). The radon data we present from these six companies do not include all of the tests 
completed in Wisconsin. Data are those from pre-mitigation tests or those where mitigation status was not designated. Post-
mitigation tests are not included. Data from tests where the testing media was water were excluded. Some records were missing
county name, so county had to be determined by using a 5-digit zip code. Although this technique proved to be accurate in most 
cases, there may be some records where the county was misclassified. To view more years of data and data at the zip code level, visit 
lowradon.org.

http://www.lowradon.org/
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HEALTH CONDITIONS
Asthma: Rate of emergency room visits related to asthma, age-adjusted per 10,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Year displayed: 2019
Data details: These data are collected from emergency room visit records. This measure includes cases with an ICD-10 code of J45 
(inclusive of all sub-variation codes). Data for counties with fewer than five visits are suppressed to protect confidentiality. However, 
data from counties with zero visits are not suppressed. Direct age-adjustment is conducted using the 2000 U.S. standard population.  

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disorder (COPD): Rate of emergency room visits related to COPD for persons 25 years and older, age-
adjusted per 10,000 people
Source: Office of Health Informatics, Division of Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health Services
Year displayed: 2019
Data details: These data are collected from emergency room visit records. This measure includes cases with an ICD-10 code of J40 
through J44 (inclusive of all sub-variation codes). Data for counties with fewer than five visits are suppressed to protect confidentiality. 
However, data from counties with zero visits are not suppressed. Direct age-adjustment is conducted using the 2000 U.S. standard
population.

Lyme Disease: Crude rate of confirmed and probable Lyme disease cases per 100,000 people
Source: Vectorborne Disease Program, Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Division of Public Health, Wisconsin Department of Health 
Services
Years displayed: 2003-2019; data from 2019 are displayed on the dashboard
Data details: These data are from the Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System (WEDSS). County-level data are based on the 
county of residence of the case; some infections may have been acquired during travel to other areas. The crude rate numerator 
includes only confirmed and probable (when available) cases and does not include estimated cases. Confirmed cases of Lyme disease 
include: 1) those with an erythema migrans (EM) rash that is greater than or equal to 5 cm in diameter and diagnosed by a medical 
professional or 2) those with at least one non-EM confirmatory sign or symptom indicating late manifestation of disease (arthritis, 
Bell's palsy or other cranial neuritis, encephalomyelitis, lymphocytic meningitis, radiculoneuropathy, or 2nd or 3rd degree 
atrioventricular block) that also has laboratory evidence of infection that meets criteria. In 2008, the national surveillance case 
definition for Lyme disease introduced probable cases. In 2012, the criteria for reporting Lyme disease changed so only cases with an 
EM rash required follow-up. Read the data details on our website for more information.

CLIMATE
Extreme Heat: Projected number of extreme heat days > 90°F
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is CONUS (Continental U.S.) 
Downscaled Climate Projections. NOTE: These specific data are no longer available. Please visit our Portal for updated heat 
projection measures.
Years displayed: 2030-2080; data from 2080 are displayed on the dashboard 
Data details: The CONUS Downscaled Climate Projections calculated temperature projections using outputs from 16 global change 
models at 1/8th degree resolution to generate a single comprehensive dataset. Daily maximum and daily minimum temperature 
grid-level data were converted to county-level estimates using a population-weighted centroid approach. The projected number of 
future extreme heat days above 90°F was calculated using the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) A2 (high 
emissions) scenario.

Extreme Precipitation: Projected number of extreme precipitation days with > 1 inch of precipitation 
Source: CDC National Environmental Public Health Tracking Data Portal; primary data source is CONUS (Continental U.S.) 
Downscaled Climate Projections. NOTE: These specific data are no longer available. Please visit our Portal for updated heat 
projection measures.
Years displayed: 2030-2080; data from 2080 are displayed on the dashboard 
Data details: The CONUS Downscaled Climate Projections calculated precipitation projections using outputs from 16 global change 
models at 1/8th degree resolution to generate a single comprehensive dataset. Grid-level meteorological data were converted to 
county-level estimates using a population-weighted centroid approach. The projected number of future extreme precipitation days 
with over 1 inch of precipitation was calculated using the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) A2 (high emissions)
scenario.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/data-details.htm
https://dhsgis.wi.gov/DHS/EPHTracker/


Present to Stakeholders and Partners

We created a Profile Template Slide Deck as a guide for presentations. The slide deck is free to use and 
completely customizable. See the notes section for ideas and considerations for tailoring your talk. Visit the 
Profiles page of our website to download the template.

Join Our Quarterly Newsletter

Stay up to date on the latest Wisconsin Environmental Public Health Tracking news and resources by 
subscribing to our newsletter. Head to our website and click the link to subscribe.

Plan Strategies for Taking Action

We know it’s a challenge to translate data into action. To help get you started, we created a short menu of 
potential strategies for addressing the topics in this Profile called Ideas for Taking Action. To help communities 
of all sizes and resource levels, we organized them by the scope of the strategy, from increasing knowledge to 
addressing laws and policies. We also publish success stories from the recipients of our mini-grant program. 
Reviewing these stories is a great way to get ideas and connect with communities doing similar work. Visit the 
Ideas for Taking Action page of our website to learn more.

Jenny Camponeschi, MS |  Program Manager

608-267-3811  |  jennifer.camponeschi@wi.gov

Chelsea Poeppel, MSP  |  Evaluation Specialist

608-267-3830  |  chelsea.poeppel@wi.gov

Our Staff

TAKING THE NEXT STEP

Special Thanks

Wisconsin Environmental Public Health Tracking Program's Technical Advisory Group

Center for Watershed Science and Education, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
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608-266-6696  |  josepha.olson@wi.gov

Elaina Andreychak, MPH |  Epidemiologist

608-266-9752  |  elaina.andreychak@wi.gov

http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/profile.htm
https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht/takeaction.htm
mailto:jennifer.camponeschi@wi.gov
mailto:chelsea.poeppel@wi.gov
mailto:jonathan.meiman@wi.gov
mailto:megan.christenson@wi.gov
mailto:carrie.tomasallo@wi.gov
mailto:constance.bell@dhs.wisconsin.gov
mailto:josepha.olson@wi.gov
mailto:elaina.andreychak@dhs.wisconsin.gov


WISCONSIN ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING PROGRAM

Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Health

Wisconsin Department of Health Services  |  Division of Public Health

dhstracking@wi.gov |  dhs.wisconsin.gov/epht

SEPTEMBER 2021  |  P-00719 (Rev. 09/2021)
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Offering help to people at Hidden Lakes Estates
People still living at a Schofield trailer park have less than two weeks to find a new home, otherwise they could become 
homeless.

By Tony Langfellow
Published: Oct. 26, 2021 at 9:49 PM CDT

SCHOFIELD, Wis. (WSAW) - People still living at a Schofield trailer park have less than two weeks to find a new home, otherwise they could become 
homeless.

Monday, Nov. 8 is the day people living at Hidden Lakes Estates (formerly Northern Housing Community) need to move out by, but finding a new, 
affordable home isn’t that easy.

It’s been nearly two months since a Marathon County judge ordered 60 days until eviction from the Schofield trailer park.

“We know that affordable housing is not very readily available,” Schofield Alderperson and Council President Joan Joss said.

Joss is concerned for people living at Hidden Lakes Estates. There’s about 25 people left and she said nearly half have found new homes, while others 
are refusing to leave.

“I think it’s very hard to be uprooted to have to leave your home no matter what that home is or especially if you’ve been there any length of time,” 
Joss said.

The property owner, Sustainable Resources, applied for a license to operate the park but was denied by the City of Schofield in January 2021. Now it’s 
causing displacement and headaches for people living there.

“They really didn’t do anything to do deserve the situation they got put into... This just kind of happened to them, as life happens to us all,” North 
Central Community Action Program (NCCAP) Street Outreach Specialist James Voss said.

It’s now Voss’ job to help find these people new, affordable homes. But giving them a hand, hasn’t been all that easy.

“They’re very untrusting (sic) at first. I mean some guy comes down and wants to help after they’ve been evicted and kind of thrown for a loop,” Voss 
said.

Voss has already helped two people find new homes and is working with several others. NCCAP also helps them with their first month’s rent. But for 
those who haven’t accepted their help, Voss hopes they come around soon before it’s too late.

“I don’t have an agenda, I don’t have anything to sell them, my agenda is to help them out,” Voss said.

Joss said she believes some of the remaining people living there have started a petition to stay but doesn’t think it’ll help.

Copyright 2021 WSAW. All rights reserved.

https://www.wsaw.com/weather/
https://www.wsaw.com/news
https://www.wsaw.com/weather
https://www.wsaw.com/vaccine/
https://www.wsaw.com/sports
https://www.wsaw.com/livestream/
https://www.wsaw.com/authors/Tony-Langfellow/
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Invasive Streptococcal Disease (Groups A And B) 

Lyme Disease

Listeriosis

Meningococcal Disease

Meningitis, Other Bacterial 

Mycobacterial Disease (Nontuberculous)

Pathogenic E.coli

Salmonellosis

Streptococcus Pneumoniae Invasive Disease 

Shigellosis

Toxoplasmosis

Syphilis

Tuberculosis, Latent Infection (LTBI)

Tuberculosis

Varicella (Chickenpox)
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