
MARATHON COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 
                                              AGENDA 
   
 

Date and Time of Meeting:  Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at 10:30am    
Meeting Location:  Assembly Room, Marathon County Courthouse, 500 Forest St. Wausau 54403 
 

The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone 
may call into the telephone conference beginning ten minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the 
following number: 1-408-418-9388 Access code: 2487 883 8866. When you enter the telephone conference, 
PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE! 
 

Park Commission Members -  
Commissioners: Dawn Herbst, Jean Maszk, Allen Opall, Pat Peckham, Rick Seefeldt, James Wadinski, Kelly 
Zagrzebski 
 
Marathon County Mission Statement:  Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and providing county, regional, and 
statewide initiatives.  It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners provides services and creates opportunities that make Marathon 
County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live, work, visit, and do business. (Last updated: 12-20-05) 
 
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Mission Statement:  Adaptively manage our park and forest lands for natural resource sustainability while 
providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making Marathon County the preferred place to live, work, and play. 
 

Agenda Items    
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Public Comment Period – Not to Exceed 15 Minutes – Any Person Who Wishes to Address the 

Commission Must Provide, Name, Address and the Topic to the President of the Commission No 
Later than Five Minutes Before the Start of the Meeting. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the November 30, 2021 Park Commission Meeting  
 

4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination 
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee 

1. Great Pinery Heritage Waterway 
2. Request by RC Sportsmen for Overnight Camping in Sunny Vale Park August 12, 2022 
3. 2021 Year in Review 
4. 2022 PRF Department Workplan 

 
5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution: 

A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee  
1. None 
  

   B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource    
         Committee for its Consideration 

1. Purchase of 39.085 Acres Adjacent to Brokaw County Park for Park Land 
 

6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental 
Resources Committee 

A. None 
 

7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports 
A. Town of Rib Mountain Deer Population Update 

B. Park Update –Big Eau Pleine Timber Sale, Nine Mile Maintenance/Events, Marathon Park 
Operations and Maintenance, Westside Master Plan, Sports Complex, Routine 
Operations/Programs 

 

8. Announcements 
A. Next Meeting Date & Time, Location – Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 10:30am, 212 River Dr, Room 5. 

Wausau, WI 54403 



 
 
 

B. Future Agenda Items –  
 

9. Adjourn  
 

Signed  /s/ Jamie Polley  
Presiding Officer or Her Designee 

  
Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the 
County Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 or e-mail countyclerk@co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting.  
FAXED TO DAILY HERALD                     THIS NOTICE POSTED AT THE COURTHOUSE 
(Email/Fax City Pages, Marshfield News, Midwest Radio Group)   
Date     January 26, 2022  Time  2:00 p.m.__                Date_____________    Time_____________ 
By____Jodi Luebbe____________________                By__________________________________ 



Marathon County Park Commission                                    February 1, 2022 
 

AGENDA SUMMARY 
 
4A1. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Great Pinery Heritage Waterway  
 Almost a year ago on March 2, 2021, member of the Wausau/Marathon County Parks and 

Recreation Foundation’s presented a river trail project that the foundation would like to take 
the lead on establishing. The foundation’s mission is to support the improvement of the park 
systems and recreation program offerings within Marathon County. The Great Pinery 
Heritage Waterway (new name) would include the Wisconsin River, Lower Eau Claire River 
Trail, Big Rib River Trail, and the Big Eau Pleine River Trail. Over the past year the 
foundation members have made some changes to the plan. Members will attend the meeting 
to present the current plan for the trail and discuss how the trial benefits health, wellbeing, 
and quality of life for the community, the economic impact and the utilization of the assets 
Marathon County has to offer. Many of the areas that will be discussed already have access 
to the river. The project will include the addition of historical signage to the launch areas. 
Some locations may need improvements.  

 
 The Foundation will plan, organize, and complete the project seeking assistance from grants, 

donors and others. The Foundation is asking that the Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
Department become the administrator of the trail when it is complete. 

 
 The Park Commission is asked to review the presentation and discuss the project, impact to 

current operations and benefits of the trail to the residents of Marathon County. 
 

 4A2. Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Request of RC Sportsmen for Overnight 
Camping in Sunny Vale Park August 12, 2022 
 On August 12 & 13, 2022 the RC Sportsmen group that leases the remote-control airfield at 

Sunny Vale Park will host the Annual Fun Fly. They have a few girl scout and boy scout 
groups that they have been working with and one idea they had is to allow these groups to 
camp at the airfield Friday night prior to the Fun Fly. The group is requesting permission from 
the Commission to allow camping in site the Friday of the event per the County Code of 
Ordinances Sec. 19.10 (2)(a) Camping prohibited. Camping is prohibited in all County parks, 
except at designated campgrounds, or other areas authorized by the Commission. 

 
  The group would camp in the grass area near the shelter and the entrance gate will remain 

closed to the public. Staff does not see an issue with this request with the expectation that the 
tents are down prior to the event activities on Saturday and the park is clean per the lease 
agreement. Depending on conditions a fire may or may not be allowed. 

 
  The Commission is asked to approve the request for overnight camping on August 12, 2022, 

at Sunny Vale RC Park for the annual Fun Fly event. 
 
 4A3. Discussion and Possible Action Approving the 2021 Department Year in Review Report  

2021 was an extremely busy year although still unique due to COVID. Staff has gathered 
information for the work completed in 2021 and is providing the Commission with an overview. 

 
  No action is requested. 
 
 4A4.  Discussion and Possible Action Approving the 2022 PRF Department Workplan 

  The 2022 work plan for the department is attached. The Commission is asked to review and 
provide comments on the work plan. 

 
  The Commission is asked to approve the work plan. 



 
5B1. Discussion and Possible Action to Purchase 39.085 Acres Adjacent to Brokaw County 
Park for Additional Park Land  

On August 3 the Park Commission authorized staff to further pursue the purchase of 
approximately 38 acres of land from Mathy Construction. The land is currently adjacent to the 
Brokaw County Park property. The land is connected to the north property line of the park 
property, is mostly wooded and contains a portion of an existing snowmobile trail. Staff had 
the land surveyed and appraised. The final property parcel is 39.085 acres, and the appraised 
amount is $93,800.00. It is comprised from the following Mathy/WTTC parcels: 

  
 Mathy Construction Parcel 14630073550987        = 22.490 Acres in its entirety 
 Mathy Construction Parcel 07830073530999        = about 15.100 Acres of the parcels 

total 48.93 Acres (western third of the parcel) 
 WTTC Land Mgt Parcel 07830073510995              = about 1.495 Acres of the parcels 

total 51.27 Acres  
 
An offer to purchase the land at the appraised value was reviewed and approved by the 
County’s Corporation Counsel. The offer has been reviewed and accepted by Mathy 
Construction. The Offer to Purchase is attached to your packet. Funding for the purchase of 
this property will come from the County Park Land and Products account with a current 
balance of $393,679.40. The park land and products account is funded by timber sales within 
County parks for the purchase of park land. A timber sale in Big Eau Pleine County Park is 
just concluding and will contribute another $30,000+ to this account this year. The purchase of 
this land falls within the County’s Strategic Plan Objective 5.2 – By December of 2022, an 
average of 320 acres of land per year will be acquired for the Marathon County Parks and 
Forests System. 

 
The Commission is asked to recommend the purchase of 39.085 acres to the Environmental 
Advisory Committee, Human Resources and Finance Committee and Marathon County Board 
of Supervisors. 

 
7A.  Town of Rib Mountain Deer Population Update 

Last year the Park Commission received information that deer might be a problem in Blue Gill 
Bay Park. Following those complaints staff worked with the Town of Rib Mountain, Sheriff’s 
Office, and Department of Natural Resources on a few different initiatives. The Town of Rib 
Mountain took the lead on an educational campaign for their residents educating them on why 
not to feed deer and options available for reducing the deer population. The Commission 
asked for an update on the deer count in the area. A summary includes: 
 The total of car vs deer crashes in the Town of Rib Mountain for 2021 was 31. Of those 

9 were on HWY 51 and to the east of HWY 51.   
 20 in town archery permits were issued to the Town 13 of those permits were filled. 

DNR was contacted by a few residents who also used their personal tags for harvesting 
deer in the “Sawn Ave” area.   

 DNR has received multiple calls advising that although they feel the deer population is 
still high based on their personal observations, they have noticed a difference after this 
year’s season.  One female said she was going to try to plant flowers this spring due to 
the reduction in numbers.   

 Town of Rib Mountain considers this season to be a success and plans on utilizing the 
same program next year. 

 
 
 
 
 



7B. Park Updates 
Big Eau Pleine: 
Timber sale is complete. 
 
Nine Mile: 
Grooming at Nine Mile (3” base currently) 
Winter Tri, Badger State Games and Winter Triathlon 

 
Marathon Park: 
Ice operations are well underway 
Created a great deal of ice for the CVB’s annual Pond Hockey tournament. With that 
created additional opportunities for outdoor ice skating – skating river 
Eastgate Hall has been utilized on a regular basis for COVID testing 
 
Westside Master Plan: 
Consultant has been hired and contract negotiations are near completion. 
Interviews with stakeholders will begin soon  
Community outreach will be the next step 
  
Sports Complex: 
Lot was plowed at the request of the Wausau Fire Department to do training (inter-
departmental collaboration) 
 
Routine Operations/Programs: 
Snow Removal Operations 
Firewood Processing 
Urban forestry program: Regular tree maintenance, small pruning 
Building and structure maintenance. 
Equipment maintenance and repair 
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DRAFT  
MARATHON COUNTY PARK COMMISSION 

 

Date and Time of Meeting:  November 30, 2021 at 10:30am    Location: Conf. Rm 5, 212 River Drive, Wausau WI 54403 
 

Park Commissioners present: Dawn Herbst, Jean Maszk-(via webex), Allen Opall, Pat Peckham, Rick Seefeldt,  
 Kelly Zagrzebski      Park Commissioners excused: James Wadinski 
Staff present:  Jamie Polley-Director, Andy Sims- Assistant Director of Operations, Michael Van Offeren – Recreation 
Deputy, Mitch Fox – Motorized Recreation Coordinator, Tom Lovlien – County Forest Administrator  
 

1. Call to Order – President Peckham called the Park Commission meeting to order at 10:30am. Official notice and the 
agenda for the meeting was posted publicly in accordance with the State statutes.  
 

2. Public Comment – none brought forward  
 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the November 2, 2021 Park Commission Meeting – Motion by Seefeldt, second by 
Herbst to approve the November 2, 2021 meeting minutes. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 6-0. 
 

4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination 
A.    Discussion and Possible Action by Committee 
1. Approval of Revisions to the Park Naming Guidelines and Criteria and Sponsorship Policy for the Parks and Park 
Facilities – Polley explained that both the Park Commission and City Parks and Recreation Committee had previously 
reviewed and approved a Park Naming Rights Criteria and a Sponsorship Policy. The goal of the department is to have one 
set of naming rights criteria and one sponsorship policy for both the City of Wausau Parks and Marathon County Parks.  
The City Attorney’s office reviewed the documents and made several changes most of which were formatting and the 
reduction of redundancies. The content and overall goal of the documents remain the same. In developing the criteria for 
park naming and a Sponsorship Policy it was important to develop guidelines and criteria that the Committee and 
Commission can utilize to make an informed, impartial decision on the naming of City and County parks and park facilities 
and obtaining sponsors for the parks and park facilities. Peckham questioned a possible typing error where “new” media 
possibly should say “news” media. Polley will verify which wording is correct. Motion by Seefeldt, second by Zagrzebski 
to approve the revised Park Naming Guidelines and Criteria and the Department Sponsorship Policy. Motion carried by 
voice vote, vote reflected as 6-0. 
 

2. Rules for the Edgar to Fenwood Trail – The Edgar to Fenwood Trail is the only County trail that doesn’t fall within a 
park or have the governance of a State trail. Over the past few years there has been confusion on how to manage the trail as 
well as some safety concerns. To better manage the trail for safety and consistency with other County ATV/UTV trails, the 
Motorized Recreation Coordinator is recommending establishing a set of rules for the trail that are consistent with the rules 
set for Burma County Forest which has ATV/UTV trails. One concern is the use of the trail during hunting season when the 
trail traverses or is adjacent to private property. Burma is closed to ATV/UTV use but still allows foot traffic within the 
County Forest Unit during this closed time because the County forest is open for hunting. For consistency, the suggested 
rules include trails are closed to ATVs and UTVs from Oct. 1st to Nov. 30th, non-motorized trail users are advised to wear 
blaze orange or bright colors while on the trail during the gun deer season(s) (late November to Mid-December), 
ATV/UTV’s must yield to those not on motorized vehicles, and motorcycles/dirtbikes are prohibited on this trail. The rules 
are enforceable if posted. Fox felt it was important to be cognizant of the adjacent landowners and how the trail affects 
them. He thought the rules were important for the safety aspect and to have continuity with Burma. Deputy Van Offeren 
also said having continuity with Burma makes it easier for the public to understand. Motion by Herbst, second by Zagrzebski 
to approve the rules set forth for the Edgar to Fenwood Trail. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 6-0.  
  

5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution:   
A.  Discussion and Possible Action by Committee  
1.    Review of County Code of Ordinances Sec. 19.05 – Vehicles in Parks – Polley explained that the County Board recently 
approved an ordinance opening many of the County roads to ATVs/UTVs. Some of the roads that will now be open lead to 
County parks. The ordinance currently allows ATV/UTVs in County parks as long as they are on “paved” roads or in another 
area of the ordinance it says “established” roads. Polley believes the ordinance should just say “established” roads in all 
areas. ATV/UTVs are not allowed on trails, beaches, playgrounds, etc.  Big Eau Pleine Park is signed that no ATVs are 
allowed in the park and Polley believes that was to keep them off the park trails. Commission can keep that sign or take it 
down and allow the ordinance to be followed which is that ATV/UTVs would be allowed in all parks on established roads. 
Campground roads would be considered established roads. Polley did not think Marathon County was a destination for 
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ATV/UTVs to go trail riding. There also is something in the ordinance about unreasonable noise so that concern is covered. 
Deputy Van Offeren said from a law enforcement perspective they could try allowing ATV/UTVS to enter parks as motor 
vehicles and see if they have any issues or they could be more proactive and keep them out of the parks knowing they have 
some issues of ATV/UTVs doing donuts, burnouts, and wheelies on roadways in the towns that have open routes. Opall did 
not believe eliminating ATV/UTVs from park roads was a good idea after the County Board has passed an ordinance 
allowing them on roads. Polley said small “no ATV/UTV signs could be attached to trail posts and on some park 
maintenance roads. Motion by Opall, second by Maszk to remove the “no ATV/UTV” signs at Big Eau Pleine Park and 
allow the ordinance to be followed which is that ATV/UTVs are allowed on established roads in parks. Polley will check 
with Corporation Counsel if the ordinance language can just be changed to say “established” roads instead of “paved” roads 
or if that must be brought back through the Committee’s. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 6-0.  
 

B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource Committee for its 
Consideration - None 
 

6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental Resources 
Committee  
A.    Seidler Property Donation – This item had been discussed at a previous meeting and since then a couple of 
Commissioners have walked the site. One of the biggest challenges is the cost of a bridge to cross a small creek and wetland 
area. So far the landowner has not been willing to donate a corner of the lower southeast quadrant where there already is a 
logging road and culvert. Discussion occurred on what the costs of building and maintaining a road going into the park 
might be. Lovlien said the landowner’s requirement is for a public road which would be a significant cost. Questions were 
raised on what entity would maintain the road. If it’s a road just to the park the Department probably would, otherwise if 
the surrounding land is ever developed in the future, then it may be the Village of Maine or the County’s responsibility. 
Maszk thought there were already existing parks scheduled to be developed and she felt there were a lot of stipulations to 
the request. Herbst also thought the family was making a lot of demands and couldn’t support it at this time. Peckham would 
like final answers from the family on if they have a timeline regarding development of the property and if they would also 
donate a corner of the lower southeast quadrant. He thought staff should work on getting an estimate for a bridge from the 
Highway Department. Opall felt they shouldn’t accept it without a piece of the lower quadrant. Seefeldt thought building 
the road would be very costly plus the question of who would then maintain it. Polley felt that although the land is a beautiful 
40 acres, she couldn’t recommend this without the land having a unique feature to it, plus a 40-acre County park is small. 
With the inherent costs there and the Outdoor Comprehensive Plan’s five-year timeline, they have Brokaw which is going 
to be a 100-acre park and something she feels is a higher priority to develop. They also have the Wisconsin River Forest 
Unit which offers more unique opportunities for the community. If the County wanted to take the land to have it long term 
that was one thing but if there is any thought that it must be developed in the next ten years, she didn’t know that it would 
be in the best interest to prioritize it over other areas that are more unique and would cost less. Motion by Maszk, second 
by Herbst to thank the Seidler family for their offer but the Park Commission declines it based on cost concerns and other 
priorities. Motion carried, vote reflected as 6-0.               
 

7.  Educational Presentation/Outcome Monitoring Reports for Discussion   
A. Park Update - Big Eau Pleine: Seven culverts have been installed with some additional road restoration work yet to be 
complete prior to spring. The electrical upgrade is complete including site restoration. Fishing piers have been removed at 
all city/county locations. Nine Mile: Pre-season maintenance on the ski trails is complete. Restroom painting will be 
complete within the week. Parking lot restoration due to vandalism is complete. Memorial Benches: Two memorial benches 
have been installed at Dells of Eau Claire Park. Marathon Park: Ice operations are well underway. Parking lot grading was 
recently completed. Christmas Tree: Courthouse Christmas tree was installed, and lights hung. Routine 
Operations/Programs: Mowing Operations: mulching at county parks as well as Nine Mile ski trails; Urban forestry 
program: Regular tree maintenance, small pruning; building and structure maintenance; equipment maintenance and repair. 
 

8. Announcements 
Opall gave an update on deer issues in Rib Mountain and Polley will see if the Rib Mountain Deputy can give a future report 
about the deer to Commission.   
 

A. Next Meeting Date & Time, Location–Tue., January 4, 2022 at 10:30am, 212 River Dr., Rm 5, Wausau WI 54403    
  

C.  Future Agenda Items – Brokaw Property Appraisal 
 

9. Adjourn – Motion by Opall, second by Herbst to adjourn at 11:50am. Motion carried by voice vote, vote reflected as 
6-0. 



Creating a destination 
for paddlers in the 
Midwest like no other
• Creating a river trail using the Wisconsin 
Valley Improvement Corporation Century 
Trail and branding it the “Great Pinery 
Heritage Waterway” to increase tourism in 
Central Wisconsin so that we become a 
destination for paddlers

• Create historical signage at landings along 
the trail length that tell the story of the 
river, our heritages and its people

• Create a one‐of‐kind website that not only 
highlights our water trails but all the 
outdoor recreational opportunities in 
Central Wisconsin offering tourist a one‐
stop experience to “come for a weekend 
and stay for a lifetime”   



Tourism is the fastest growing 
component of the Wisconsin 
economy from November ‘20 to 
November ’21. Up 16% in this 
timeframe

Tourism is now the 4th largest 
segment of our state's economy, 
larger than dairy, lumber, & 
construction

Tourism is the 2nd fastest 
growing segment of the 
Wausau economy from 
November ‘20 to November 
‘21.  Up 3.1% in this timeframe

Source: www.bls.gov



What are Water Trails?

Water trails are marked routes on navigable 
waterways such as rivers and lakes for 
recreational use. They allow access to 
waterways for non‐motorized boats and 
sometimes motorized vessels, innertubes, and 
other craft. 

Water trails not only require suitable access 
points and take‐outs for exit but also provide 
places ashore to camp and picnic, and other 
facilities for boaters.

Source: www.michiganwatertrails.org



Why tackle this project!
• Uniquely ties the Wisconsin River to its history as a historical waterway for Native Americans; Furriers and Missionaries; Logging 

and Pulp & Paper Industry, Legends & Lore of the rivers. Increase awareness of our historical rivers and the significant roles they 
played in the development of America’s Heartland.

• Complements Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce’s Master Plan for outdoor recreation

• Complements Wausau’s Whitewater Park and builds an awareness of Central Wisconsin as a center for outdoor recreation

• Complements Weston’s Lower Eau Claire Water Trail

• Complements the Master Plan for Rib Mountain as a destination for bikers, skiers and paddlers to recreate in Central Wisconsin, 

driving tourism and hotel stays  

• May increase the potential for water‐based businesses to locate in Central Wisconsin to support the needs of kayakers, canoeists and 

paddleboarders  

• Marathon & Lincoln counties become a premier destination for kayakers, canoeist and paddleboard enthusiasts 

• Positive economic impact to the Central Wisconsin area. Increase use of our county parks, creates a sense of place and promotes 

good health through outdoor recreation

• Majority of work already done by Wisconsin Valley Improvement Corporation.  We are providing branding, signage, and an all‐

inclusive outdoor recreation website that promotes Central Wisconsin as the “Outdoor Recreation Capital of Wisconsin”

• Expand trail system to create the longest trail system in the Midwest (future).  Complements Lower Wisconsin Trail at Portage and 

the Fox River Heritage Trail, making this one of the longest waterways in USA



STRATEGIC ACTION PLAN
INITIATIVE 1.1 THE WAUSAU BRAND

Re‐brand the Wausau region as an outdoor recreation mecca

STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS

1.1.1. Launch an Outdoor Recreation Task Force that brings 
together innovators in the region’s outdoor recreation industry to 
discuss opportunities for new events, destinations, and other 
business opportunities that leverage the region’s large menu of 
outdoor amenities.
1.1.2. Support Granite Peak Ski Area in its expansion projects.  Encourage the growth of the resort and expansion of its facilities.  
Partner with the Ski Area to explore development of surrounding properties with supportive uses (lodging, housing, 
retail/restaurants) that draw a higher volume of visitors into the region and encourage them to stay longer.  Explore opportunities 
to develop a full‐service resort hotel in conjunction with Granite Peak.

1.1.3. Invest in the enhancement and development of 
extreme sports, outdoor recreation, and related 
attractions throughout Marathon County. This includes 
curling, whitewater rafting, hiking and biking trails, and 
other amenities that attract outdoor sports enthusiasts.

1.1.4. Build awareness of the Wausau region as a 
destination for the business side of extreme sports and 
outdoor recreation.
1.1.5. Take ownership of the Wausau region’s online and social media presence and play an influential role in traditional media 
channels. Actively manage and update the City of Wausau and Marathon County websites and other online content, such as 
Wikipedia, to ensure they include accurate and positive information. These sites are often the first (and sometimes only) source of 
information people use to learn about a community before a potential visit. 



INITIATIVE 1.2 TARGETED TALENT RECRUITMENT 

Launch a new talent‐attraction initiative to support employers in their talent recruitment efforts.

STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS 

1.2.1. Develop a comprehensive new talent attraction website to market the Wausau region as a desirable destination not only for traditional manufacturing employment, but also for 
creative workers, entrepreneurs, and professionals. Use the new website as the central information hub for a broader talent attraction campaign.  Develop an omni‐channel talent 
recruitment campaign aimed at filling the hiring needs of Marathon County’s major employers.  Design the campaign with a comprehensive suite of services including media planning, 
public relations, social media strategy, content creation, creative development, digital management and production, branding, and a job‐posting microsite.

1.2.2. Embrace the local Hmong population and explore linkages to St. Paul, MN (an important population center for the Hmong nationally).  Work with the Hmong Wisconsin Chamber of 
Commerce to promote the Wausau region as a leading destination for Hmong business owners and professionals.  Market Wisconsin and Marathon County as a Hmong‐friendly location to 
Hmong talent located in other parts of the US and globally.

1.2.3. Promote the Wausau region as a hub for extreme sports and outdoor recreation enthusiasts.  The year‐
round recreational options of the region represent a unique value proposition. The Outdoor Recreation 
roundtable held in December 2018 revealed specific opportunities that advance this goal. The roundtable identified 
three specific opportunities that warrant further examination: 

• Events (IRONBULL and Xtreme sports generally), mountain bike racing and cross‐country riding, downhill ski competitions,   
whitewater kayaking, cross‐country skiing expansion 

▪ Conferences associated with the events that advance outdoor recreation 

▪ Recruitment of niche industries associated with sports and recreation technology



Executive Summary
• In terms of specific paddlesports, recreational kayaking continues to grow 
in popularity and seems to be replacing many Americans’ desires to canoe.  
Stand up paddling, on the other hand, doesn’t have nearly as high a 
participation rate as either canoeing or recreational kayaking, but its 
popularity has soared in recent years, gaining 1.5 million participants 
since 2013. 

• 81% of paddlers are on the water 4 hours or less, 11% ‐ 8 hours or less 
and 8% will overnight. 

• Paddlers like a variety of water and will typically come to an area for three 
days, paddling for two and biking and hiking for one, and want local 
accommodations

• Paddling participants tend to be Caucasians who have attended or 
graduated from college. They are best represented by an average annual 
household income of at least $75,000, a demographic characteristic that 
has steadily climbed since 2014.

• Males make up a slightly larger percentage of paddlers than females. Male 
participation, however, is declining at about one percent per year, and 
female participation is increasing by the same amount.

Source: 2019 Special Report on Paddlesports & Safety – Outdoor Recreation Foundation 



Kayaking & Canoeing Trends
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Source: 2021 Outdoor Participation Report – Outdoor Foundation 



The paddlesport category (kayaks, paddleboards, rafts, and canoes) faced declines 
prior to COVID‐19.

+56%
Dollar sales of paddle sports increased 56% in June 
2020 versus June 2019.

$172 million
Paddle sport sales reached $172M in June 2020.

Source: The NPD Group, Inc. www.npd.com 



Existing Paddle Trails

The Kickapoo 
Water Trail
attracts 16,000 
paddler visits a 
year that generate 
$1.2 million

Source: wisconsintrailguide.com & industry.travelwisconsin.com



Proposed Paddle Trails

Wausau is at the epicenter of the best 
kayaking, paddleboarding, rafting and 
canoeing in the Midwest

• Great Pinery Heritage Waterway  extends 103 
miles through Lincoln and Marathon Counties

• The Lower Eau Claire River Trail extends 15 miles 
from Club House Road to Ross & Banks Dam

• The Lower Big Rib River Trail extends 16 miles 
from Marathon City to Bluegill Bay Park  



The Great Pinery Heritage Waterway

It was the Wisconsin River that first drew 
settlers to this area originally known as "Big Bull Falls", either 
named by Indians or early fur traders. An 1836 treaty 
transferring land along the Wisconsin River from the Indians 
to federal ownership sent George Stevens’ lumbermen up 
the river two years later to find suitable places for turning 
the pine forests into lumber. "It is decidedly the best Mill Site 
I ever saw or heard of in the Union" wrote George Stevens 
after reaching Big Bull Falls in the Summer of 1839. Stevens 
was very excited when he wrote his partner George Morton 
in St. Louis about the site and its possibilities. By 1840, the 
Stevens sawmill was processing the pine forests into lumber. 
It was not long before other mills began springing up along 
the riverbanks of central Wisconsin. This was the coming of 

the Lumbermen.       The death of the 
forests became the birth of a 
town. "The Pinery", magical words 
150 years ago, is a legend today.

Source:  www.ci.wausau.wi.us



In celebration of 150 years of our great 
city and 102 years of our parks



Project covers four counties:
Trail Head ‐ Hat Rapids – Mile 89
Trail End – Lake DuBay Dam – Mile 190
Landings – 1 in Oneida County, 15 in Lincoln County,
39 in Marathon County, 2 in Portage County

• Trail Designer: Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company 

• Storytelling: Marathon County Historical Society, Merrill 
Historical Society, and Tomahawk Historical Society with 
support from the Wisconsin Historical Society & UWM

• Mapping: North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission

• Project Sponsor:Wausau and Marathon County Parks and 
Recreation Foundation

• Project Owners: Wausau and Marathon County Parks 
Department, Merrill Parks Department, Lincoln County Parks & 
Forestry Department, Municipalities up & down the rivers, 
Public Utilities & Private Entities  

• Website: Central Wisconsin Visitors Bureau

ONLY TALKING ABOUT MARATHON COUNTY



25 Landings & Stories that tell the history of the 
rivers that runs through us

Landing/Portage River/Lake Milage Story

Wisconsin River Forest  Wisconsin 147 Trappe River or the Road to Jenny (From Wausau)
Brokaw Mill Wisconsin 153 Brokaw Mill & Wausau Paper History

Gilbert Park Wisconsin 155 The 1912 Flood

Scholfield Park Wisconsin 155 108‐year history of Marathon Electric

RiverLife Park Wisconsin 158.5 100 plus year history of Wausau Chamber

RiverLife Park Wisconsin 158.5 Notable Businesses in Wausau (Janke Bookstore)

Wausau Dam Portage Wisconsin 160 WPS & Wausau Dam History

Oak Island  Wisconsin 160.3 The First Generation of the Wausau Group (Lumbermen) 

Memorial Park Wisconsin 162 History of Lake Wausau 

D.C. Everest Park Lake Wausau 162 D.C. Everest and his Legacy 

Bluegill Bay Park Lake Wausau 163 Alexander Airport

Kort Street Landing Lake Wausau 165 History of the Greenheck Corporation 

Domtar Portage Lake Wausau 166 100 + year history ‐ Marathon Paper & Mill 

River Street Park (future) Wisconsin 166.2 104‐year history of Rothschild (new landing at Military Street) 

Canoe Portage Park Wisconsin 176 100 + history ‐ Mosinee Paper & Mill 

Chuck's Boat Landing Wisconsin 176.4 231‐year History of Mosinee

Lake Dubay Lion's Park Lake Dubay 186 History of Lake Dubay

Park Road Landing Lake Dubay 190 DuBay and the legacy of the Fur Trade

Lake Dubay Dam Portage Lake Dubay 190.1 Harnessing the WI River

River Park/Mosinee Wisconsin 176 Chief Mosinee and the Native Peoples

Trails End Big Rib River TBD Pinery & Logging History 

Gulliver's Landing (Rookery) Big Rib River TBD 116‐year History of Village of Rib Mountain (landing moving)

Yellow Banks Eau Claire TBD History of the Eau Claire River

Drott Street Landing Eau Claire TBD 117‐year history of City of Schofield



Landing Number 147: Wisconsin River County Forest
Location: Pine Bluff Road

Landing Number 153: Brokaw Mill 
Location: Off County Road WW Bridge

Landing Number 155: Gilbert Park
Location: Off North 6th Street

Landing Number 155: Scholfield Park
Location: East Randolph Street

Landing Number 159: RiverLife Park
Location: North River Drive

Wausau Dam Portage 160: Clarke Island
Location: River Drive

Landing Number 160: Oak Island
Location: River Drive

Name the lake (1,200 acres) behind the WPS Dam 
in downtown Wausau ‐ Lac Grand Bulle Chute in 
honor of French Heritage



Landing Number 162: Gulliver's Landing
Location: Mallard Lane

Landing Number 163: Bluegill Bay Park
Location: Parrot Lane

Landing Number 165: Kort Street Park
Location: West Kort Street

Landing Number 162: D.C. Everest Park
Location: South 3rd Ave

Landing Number 162: Memorial Park
Location: Memorial Park Drive

Landing Number 166: Domtar Portage
Location: Azalea Drive

Landing Number 166: River Street Park (Future)
Location: River Street

Landing Number 176: Canoe Portage Park
Location: River Drive

Landing Number 176: Mosinee River Park
Location: Main Street

Rothschild 
Proposing New 
Landing at Military 
Road



Landing Number 176: Canoe Portage Park
Location: River Drive

Landing Number 176: Chuck’s Landing
Location: Fermont Street

Landing Number 186: Lion’s Park
Location: Knowlton Road

Landing Number 190: DuBay Dam Portage
Location: Dam Road

Landing Number 190: Park Road Landing
Location: Park Road

Landing Number 179: Beans Eddy
Location: Beans Eddy Road

Portage County



Landing Number ###: Gulliver's Landing
Location: Mallard Drive

Landing Number ##: Trails End Lodge Landing
Location: Lomar Street

Lower Big Rib River Trail Great Pinery Heritage Waterway

Rib Mountain proposing new 
landing at Rookery Park

Show Lower Big Rib River Trail 
ending at Bluegill Bay Park

Marathon City proposing new landing 
at Lions Park – 16 miles upriver New ADA Launch

Proposed Ben and Judd 
Alexander Conservancy 

Name this park ‐ Charles Newby River Park 
expand with DNR & Rib Mountain to create 
a conservancy



Lower Eau Claire River Trail
Landing Number ###: Yellow Banks Landing

Location: Northwestern Avenue

Landing Number ##: Drott Street Landing
Location: Drott Street

Great Pinery Heritage Waterway

New Landing being proposed by Schofield –
may show Great Pinery combining and 
Lower Eau Claire ending at this point 

Weston proposing new landing 
at Yellow Banks

Ross Avenue Landing

Name the Eau Claire River Conservancy 
and expand with Schofield to create a 
larger conservancy  



Front Side

40“ wide by 30” high 
Header: 3”
Story Telling Board: 46“  wide by 10” high 
Font Size .3” 

Gilbert Park Landing – Mile 160 GIS 

Opposite Side of Signage

Branding key landings with 
historical storytelling and tying 
back to the Marathon County 
Historical Society’s website via a 
QR code for additional storytelling 



Existing 
Water Trail 
Map of 
Lower Eau 
Claire River

Created by 
North Central 
Wisconsin 
Regional 
Planning 
Commission



Will Market the Trail Systems on a Host of Sites 
Brand trail locally, regionally and nationally – website & apps 



“Best in Class” website that promotes Outdoor Recreation

Outdoor Recreation Capital of WisconsinTM



Trail Hiking
Ice Age National Scenic Trail
Camp 27 Trail (L)
New Wood Trial (L)
Averill‐Kelly Creek Wilderness Trail (L)
Turtle Rock Trail (L)
Grandfather Falls Trail (L)
Underdown Trail (L)
Alta Junction Trail (L) 
Harrison Hills Trail (L)         
Ringle Trail (M)
Thornapple Trail (M)
Dells of the Eau Claire Trail (M)
Plover River Trail (M)

Parks & Forest Trails 
Rib Mountain State Park
Council Grounds State Park
Dells of the Eau Claire Park

Canoeing, Kayaking & 
Paddleboarding
Great Pinery Heritage Waterway

Lower Eau Claire River Trail
Lower Big Rib River Trail

Lake Wausau
Big Eau Pleine River
Plover River
Little Eau Pleine River
Prairie River

Whitewater Kayaking & Rafting
Urban Whitewater (I‐V)
Wolf River (I‐IV)  

Alpine & Nordic Skiing
Alpine Skiing
Granite Peak Ski Areal

Nordic Skiing
Nine Mile Cross County Trails
Mountain Bay State Trail
Scott Creek
Erbach Park 
Eau Pleine County Park     

Mountain Biking
Nine Mile Mountain Bike Trails
Ringle Mountain Bike Trails
Erbach Park Bike Trails
Eau Pleine Mountain Bike Trails
Scott Creek Park Bike Trails
Sylvan Hill Mountain Bike Trails
Underdown Mountain Bike Trails

Gravel Biking
Mountain Bay State Trail
Lower Eau Claire River Trail
Fernwood Trail
Big Poniatowski Gravel Trail
Maine Loop Gravel Trail

Outdoor Recreation Events
Wausau 24
Ragnar
Badger State Games – Winter
Badger State Games ‐ Summer
Rib Mountain Adventure Challenge
– Winter Addition
Rib Mountain Adventure Challenge
– Summer Addition
Wausau Marathon    

Outdoor Recreation Organizations
Central Wisconsin Off‐Cycling Coalition (CWOCC)
Ice Age Trail Alliance – Marathon
Ice Age Trail Alliance – Lincoln 
IRONBULL
Nordic Ski Club
Granite Peak Ski Team
Wausau Wheelers
Athens Trail Association
Whitewater Corporation
Marathon County Parks and Recreation
Wausau Striders 

Parks, Forest & Wildlife Areas

Camping
Primitive 
Ringle Ice Age Trail
Campgrounds

Horseback Trails
Underdown
Big Eau Pleine Park

Outfitters

Waterfalls



A paddler’s paradise is just a stroke away  
One of the longest historical and scenic water trails in the state. Discover the beauty….   

Contacts, Map & Camp Sites
Marathon County Parks Department
River & Weather Apps
Map
Camping

The Lower Big Rib River Trail
The Lower Eau Claire River Trail
Lake Wausau
Urban Whitewater Course



Major Community Partners & Individuals that have endorsed project

• Wisconsin Public Service/WE Energy

• Guppy’s Lakeside Grill

• Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company

• Lincoln County Parks & Forestry

• City of Merrill 

• City of Merrill Parks Department

• Wausau & Marathon County Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

• Marathon County Parks Commission

• Lake Wausau Association

• Village of Maine

• Town of Rib Mountain Parks Commission

• Town of Rib Mountain

• City of Mosinee

• City of Schofield 

• Village of Rothschild

• Town of Knowlton

• Village of Weston Parks Department 

• Village of Marathon City

• Central Wisconsin Visitors Bureau

• Wausau River District

• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

• IRONBULL, Inc.

• North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

• Merrill Historical Society

• Lake Dubay Association

• Dubay Lions Club

• Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce

• Wisconsin Department of Tourism

• Wausau Whitewater Kayak Corporation

• Marathon County Historical Society

• Wausau & Marathon County Park and Recreation Foundation

• Peter Biermeier – Retired Director of Programs for Wisconsin DNR, 
Consultant

• Baker‐Tilly Consulting – Cheryl Stang – Vice President Marketing

Big Thumbs Up



WMC Parks,
Recreation &
Forestry

In 2021 our parks saw a significant increase in usage for a second year in a

row compared to years prior to COVID-19. During the COVID-19 pandemic

our citizens turned to our 3,401 acres of parkland and 30,714 acres of County

Forest to recreate. 

-Our department has 43.75 FTE and 150+ seasonals.

-General operating budget of $6,378,828 in expenditures and $1,399,315

in revenues 

- Successful 100+1 Anniversary Celebration August 28, 2021

- Secured 5 year sponsorship by Peoples State Bank of Sports Complex

- Fully implemented new Recreation software - Civicrec

- planted 430 trees, removed 187 non-ash trees & 420 Ash Trees, treated 865 Ash 

-Established 15 year Emerald Ash borer management plan

-New playground equipment in 3M Park, Scholfield & Marathon park

- Participated in the update to the rib mountain state park master plan

- 896 Shelter Rental day and 110+ Events open to the public

-308.5 acres and 81,920 ft of trails mowed = 7,676 hours of mowing

- 2985 total passes sold (disc golf, biking, boat launch, ski, shooting range, etc

5 year contract with 5 year renewal

for Peoples Sports Complex 

2021 Year in Review

CAMPING

Camping had its busiest season in

many years

Increase in revenue over what was

budgeted. 

18%      

SPONSORSHIPS

New Sponsorship Policy and Park

Naming Guidelines Established

NEW
PROGRAM

1st Annual Pickleball Tournament

46 teams = 80 participants 

Weekly pickleball program had 64

participants

72 Games

TIMBER
SALES

$653,057.00
 Gross revenue 

$457,140 Net Revenue to County

 

9 sales sold totalling 633 acres with

15,824 cords

 



City Park Projects 

- 34 Parks, 26,000 Street trees

- COmpleted playgrounds at Pleasant view Park and forest park. 

- Planned and ordered playground for Riverside Park

- Received Community Development Block Grant for Riverside Park Playground

- Vegetation Management at Barker Stewart Island 

- phase IV of the Athletic Park renovations Completed

- Received Catastrophic storm grant $13,000

- Sylvan Hill pump house upgrade and second snow gun

- City Dog Park Opened 

- 15 memorial benches installed

- Movin with the Mayor events - Pickleball, yoga, roller skating

- 506 swimming lesson students, added adult & evening lessons (50% increase)

- Replaced all downtown flower baskets with self watering baskets

- planned and installed new landscaping at City hall

County Park Projects 

- 17 County Parks and 10 County Forest Units 

- Electrical upgrades to Big eau pleine Campground

- Culvert installation to big eau pleine Road for reconstruction

- Installed amco vault toilet and access road

- New Radiant Heat in Ice Rink 1 of the Ice Arena

- planned and ordered playgrounds for Big Eau Pleine park

- Completed Update to SunnyVale Softball Complex fences, concession, etc.

- Replaced the rubber flooring of the ice arena

- successfully partnered with the fair to provide fair operations

- replaced all county park/facility Wall Mounted drinking fountains

- Process of acquiring 39.085 acres of County Park land

- Acquired 40 acres of forest land

 

WMC PRF
2021 Year in Review - Projects



- Treat & Remove

Ash Trees

- Plant 400+ trees

WMCPRF 
2022 Work Plan

Plans to Complete
-Update City Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

-Westside Master Plan - MSA Hired as Consultant
-Sustainability Plan

-Rib Falls Park Master Plan
 

City Small Projects

Forestry Work Plan Including:

 -Est. & advertise 625+ acres of timber for sale

& Admin 33+ sales.

-Acquire Land & Land, wildlife &

recreation management

 

-Engineered Wood Fiber in Playgrounds
-400 Block Assisted Listening Device

-ADA Showers & CO2 Injector Systems- Pools
-3M Trail Construction

-Sylvan Hill Basement Doors

Playground Replacements

Research

Snowmaking &

Fat Tire Biking

at Nine Mile

Secure Field

Sponsors PSC

Stewart Park

Step & Wall

Repair

-MPB Locker room & Entrance Doors

-Stonework at Dells of Eau Claire

-MPB Table & Chair Replacement

-Dells of Eau Claire Road Repairs

Expand
Recreation
Offerings

County Small Projects

City CIP

Establish Long Term

Replacement Schedule 

Develop 

5 Year CIP

 

Blue Gill Bay

Mission Lake

Riverside

Lincoln Tot Lot

Dells of Eau Claire

Big Eau Pleine

Cherokee

 

 

Finish

Dog

Park

County CIP
- Big Eau Pleine Road Repairs

-Cattle barns 1 & 2 Roof Replacement

-Mission Lake Parking Lot Repair

-Restroom Replacement @ BEP & DCE

- Drinking Fountain Replacement

- Memorial Park Tennis Court

Replacement

-Athletic Park Scoreboard
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